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Harvey  Milk  Club 

By  John  Mehring 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Attract¬ 
ing  one  of  the  largest  crowds  to  a 
general  membership  meeting  in  re¬ 
cent  years,  the  Harvey  Milk  Gay 
Democratic  Club  on  February  22 
became  the  second  gay  political 
club  to  endorse  the  recall  of  Mayor 
Dianne  Feinstein  in  the  April  26 
election  by  a  remarkable  76  percent 
of  the  total  number  of  votes  cast. 

Of  120  members  present  and 
voting  at  the  meeting,  92  endorsed 
a  resolution  in  support  of  recall,  17 
were  opposed,  and  11  were 
counted  as  having  “no  recommen¬ 
dation.”  72  votes  —  or  60  percent 
—  were  needed  for  the  club  to  take 
a  position. 

In  endorsing  the  mayor’s  recall, 
the  MilkClub  stated: 


“The  Harvey  Milk  Gay  Demo¬ 
cratic  Club  did  not  participate  in 
the  effort  to  collect  signatures  for 
the  recall  of  Mayor  Feinstein,  nor 
do  we  necessarily  support  the  con¬ 
cept  of  recalling  elected  officials  in 
this  manner. 

“We  disagree  emphatically  with 
the  White  Panthers  on  the  issue  of 
gun  control. 

“We  would  have  preferred  that 
the  issue  of  Mayor  Feinstein’s  con¬ 
tinuing  as  Mayor  would  have  been 
left  to  the  November  election. 
However,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  Harvey  Milk  Gay  Democratic 
Club  endorsed  the  Mayor  for  elec¬ 
tion  in  1979  and  urged  the  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  community  to  support 


Endorses 

her  on  the  basis  of  campaign  pro¬ 
mises  which  have  not  been  kept, 
and  in  view  of  the  Mayor’s  opposi¬ 
tion  to  our  basic  rights  in  the 
Domestic  Partner  legislation,  her 
refusal  to  act  against  or  even 
acknowledge  violence  against  the 
Lesbian/Gay  community,  and  her 
record  of  opposition  to  progressive 
politics  in  general,  the  Harvey  Milk 
Gay  Democratic  Club,  recognizing 
the  difficulties  of  the  situation  and 
the  possibility  of  a  victory  by  the 
Mayor  in  the  recall  election,  urges 
Lesbian/Gay  and  progressive  peo¬ 
ple  to  register  a  protest  against  the 
policies  of  Mayor  Feinstein  by 
voting  against  her  on  April  26  and 
YES  on  her  recall.” 

The  debate  on  the  resolution 


Feinstein 

featured  a  presentation  in  its  sup¬ 
port  by  activist  Paul  Boneberg, 
president  of  the  Stonewall  Gay 
Democratic  Club,  whose  own 
members  had  recently  endorsed  the 
recall.  Boneberg  immediately  de¬ 
clared  that  the  recall  was  a  fight 
which  “none  of  us  wanted,”  but 
which,  nevertheless,  “we  can’t  af¬ 
ford  to  lose.” 

On  the  same  night,  Concerned 
Republicans  for  Individual  Rights, 
a  predominantly  gay  Republican 


Recall 

group,  voted  .to  oppose  the  recall 
by  a  margin  of  26  against,  9  for, 
and  7  no  endorsement,  one  vote 
above  the  necessary  number  for 
that  club  to  take  a  position. 

One  major  gay  political  group 
remains  to  take  a  position,  the 
Alice  B.  Toklas  Memorial  Demo¬ 
cratic  Club.  They  plan  to  make 
their  decision  at  a  meeting  schedule 
for  March  14. 

The  Stonewall  Gay  Democratic 
Club  voted  to  endorse  recall  by  41 
to  3  at  their  February  7  meeting. 


Center  Rejects 
Task  Force  Plan 


AP  Refuses  To  Change 
Personnel  Policy  on  Gays 

Rv  C „p  f-f vrlp 


By  Sue  Hyde 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Associated 
Press  (AP),  the  most  widely- 
distributed  print  and  broadcast 
news  service  in  the  country,  has 
refused  to  add  a  sexual  preference 
nondiscrimination  clause  to  its  per¬ 
sonnel  policy. 

The  Wire  Services  Guild  (WSG), 
representing  1,245  editorial  em¬ 
ployees  at  AP,  demanded  a  sexual 
preference  nondiscrimination 
clause  in  contract  negotiations  that 
began  on  Nov.  3.  The  talks  ended 
when  AP  representatives  walked 
out  on  New  Year’s  Day.  AP’s 
director  of  personnel,  Thomas 
Pendergast,  said  that  AP’s  con¬ 
tract  offer,  which  did  not  include 
the  sexual  preference  clause,  was 
“final.” 

The  contract  is  being  voted  on 
by  the  WSG  rank  and  file.  Votes 
will  be  counted  on  March  14.  Eric 
Kramer,  WSG  spokesperson,  said 
that  he  expects  the  contract  will  be 
rejected  by  the  Guild  membership 
and  that  the  union  will  return  with 
AP  to  the  negotiating  table. 

Asked  about  the  membership’s 


attitude  toward  the  sexual 
preference  clause,  Kramer  said, 
“The  people  who  are  interested  in 
the  clause  are  very  supportive  of  it. 
And  while  it’s  not  thought  by  most 
of  our  members  to  be  the  central 
issue  in  the  contract,  there  has  been 
no  suggestion  to  drop  the  clause  in 
negotiations.” 

Virginia  Apuzzo,  Executive 
Director  of  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force,  on  behalf  of  herself  and  a 
group  of  activists  and  writers,  re¬ 
quested  a  meeting  with  Keith 
Fuller,  president  of  AP,  to  discuss 
the  inclusion  of  sexual  preference 
in  the  contract’s  nondiscrimination 
section.  In  her  letter,  Apuzzo  said, 
“I  believe  that  the  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  who  work  at  AP  deserve  to 
know  that  their  sexual  orientation 
will  not  affect  their  job  evaluation 
in  any  way  whatever.” 

In  a  reply  to  Apuzzo,  Pendergast 
responding  for  Fuller,  said,  “I  do 
not  know  the  source  of  your  state¬ 
ment  that  AP  is  considering  a 
change  in  personnel  policy  about 


Woman  Held 
In  Murder  Case 


By  Loie  Hayes 

HAVERILL  MA  —  A  North¬ 
ampton  lesbian  has  been  arrested 
and  charged  with  the  murder  of  her 
friend  and  lover.  Gina  Sindoni,  21, 
was  found  dead  on  January  10  in 
the  apartment  of  a  friend.  Her 
former  housemate,  Gena  Spero, 
19,  is  being  held  in  connection  with 
Sindoni’s  death.  An  autopsy  report 
attributes  her  death  to  strangula¬ 
tion. 

Sindoni  was  found  in  a  bathtub 
of  water  by  Michael  Costas,  28,  a 
mutual  friend  of  Sindoni  and 
Spero  and  the  occupant  of  the 
apartment  in  which  Sindoni  was 
found.  Costas  is  not  a  suspect  in 
the  case. 

Spero  was  arrested  eight  days 
after  Sindoni  was  found  and  has 
entered  a  plea  of  innocent.  Friends 
of  Spero  and  Sindoni  have  organ¬ 
ized  a  defense  committee  to  pro¬ 
vide  support  for  her  from  the 
feminist  community. 

Sindoni  and  Spero  had  lived  to¬ 
gether  while  they  were  students  at 
the  University  of  Massachusetts, 
Amherst  and  Hampshire  College, 
respectively.  The  women  had  been 
visiting  their  families  and  friends  in 
northeastern  Massachusetts  in  the 


sexual  preference  or  affectional 
orientation,  but  we  are  not.  A 
labor  union  during  collective 
bargaining  negotiations  advanced 
that  proposal  some  months  ago, 
but  it  was  rejected.  Therefore,  no 
purpose  would  be  served  by  such  a 
meeting.” 

A  Guild  spokesperson  encour¬ 
ages  those  people  concerned  about 
the  sexual  preference  clause  at  AP 
to  write  to  Keith  Fuller,  President 
and  General  Manager,  AP,  50 
Rockefeller  Plaza,  NY  NY  10020. 
He  said  copies  of  all  AP  cor¬ 
respondence  should  be  sent  to  local 
AP  subscribers  since  AP  is 
reported  to  be  very  sensitive  to  the 
opinions  of  its  client  papers  and 
radio  stations. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


By  Jil  Clark 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  groups  which  meet  at 
the  women’s  center  have  defeated  a 
proposal  put  forth  by  some  s/m  les¬ 
bians  that  would  have  continued 
the  discussion  of  s/m  at  the  center. 
(See  GCN,  Vol.  10  Nos.  17  &  23) 

The  s/m  women,  who  fought  un¬ 
successfully  last  fall  for  meeting 
space  at  the  center,  made  a  second 
proposal  in  January:  that  a  joint 
task  force  composed  of  three  or 
four  women  from  the  women’s  cen¬ 
ter  and  the  same  number  of  s/m 
dykes  begin  meeting  at  the  center  to 
continue  exploring  “alternate  or 
compromise  solutions  .  .  .  which 
were  brought  up  at  several  of  the 
(fall)  meetings  by  women  from  the 
center.” 

When  votes  were  finally  tallied 
on  the  last  day  of  February,  five 
projects  had  voted  no  and  three 
yes.  The  Emotional  Counseling 
group’s  representative  abstained 
because  her  project  “could  not 
reach  concensus,”  she  reported  at 
the  meeting. 


The  Battered  Women’s  Hand¬ 
book  project  and  the  local  chapter 
of  Women  Against  Violence 
Against  Women  were  among  the 
groups  which  opposed  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  a  task  force  so  strongly  that 
they  said  they  would  “block  con¬ 
census.”  The  staff  voted  no,  but 
specified  a  condition  under  which 
they  would  change  their  vote.  Two 
of  the  largest  projects  —  the  Rape 
Crisis  Center  and  the  Women’s 
Pentagon  Action  (WPA)  —  joined 
Core  (the  center  administrators)  in 
voting  “yes.” 

The  s/m  women,  who  split  into 
two  groups  over  the  issue  of  bisex¬ 
uality  some  months  ago,  are  worn 
out  for  now,”  said  Beryl  Hoffstein 
of  the  lesbian  and  bi-sexual  s/m 
group.  Urania. 

Women  from  the  center  have 
said  that  they,  too,  are  exhausted 
by  the  prolonged  battle,  and  wom¬ 
en  from  both  sides  have  expressed 
hurt  and  rage.  More  about  this  and 
the  women’s  center’s  decision  mak¬ 
ing  process  will  appear  in  GCN  next 
week. 


Phone  Workers  Win 
After  Nine-Month  Strike 


days  before  the  murder.  They  may 
have  stayed  in  Costas’  apartment 
on  the  night  of  Jan.  9. 

Two  days  after  Sindoni’s  death, 
Spero  admitted  herself  to  a  psychi¬ 
atric  hospital  in  Jamaica  Plain.  She 
has  been  held  without  bail  for 
psychiatric  evaluation  at  Fram¬ 
ingham  MCI  and  Danvers  State 
Hospital  since  her  arrest.  A  pre¬ 
trial  hearing  will  be  held  in  Haverill 
on  March  7  to  determine  if  Spero  is 
competent  to  stand  trial. 

Sindoni  was  active  in  many 
political  efforts  including  anti¬ 
nuclear  work  and  advocacy  for  the 
rights  of  ex-mental  patients.  She 
was  one  of  the  founders  of 
“Emerging:  voices  not  usually 
heard,”  a  journal  of  creative 
writing  by  working  class  women, 
women  of  color  and  Jewish  wom¬ 
en.  A  memorial  article  about  Sin¬ 
doni  appears  in  the  February  1983 
issue  of  the  Valley  Women’s  Voice, 
the  Amherst  area  feminist 
newspaper. 

Spero’s  defense  committee  can 
be  contacted  by  writing 
“Medusa,”  PO  Box  288,  Hamp¬ 
shire  College,  Amherst,  MA  01002. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


By  Jil  Clark 

BOSTON  —  To  the  sur¬ 
prise  of  90  striking  telephone 
answering-service  workers,  their 
nine  -  month  vigil  ended  in  a 
resounding  victory  last  week. 

The  former  and  new  owners  of 
Secretel  in  Roslindale  and  the 
Massachusetts  Telephone  Answer¬ 
ing  Service/Americall  of  Brookline 
signed  a  contract  which  prohibits 
discrimination  based  on  sexual 
preference  as  well  as  discrimination 
based  on  political  or  social  affilia¬ 
tion  or  opinion,  race,  creed,  color, 
religion,  national  origin,  sex,  age, 
physical  condition,  marital  status 
or  seniority. 

Joseph  Limerick,  who  owns  an¬ 
swering  services  in  Atlanta, 
Houston,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and 
Tacoma,  Wa.,  began  a  personnel 
“clean  up”  when  he  bought  the 
two  businesses  last  May,  striking 
employees  told  GCN.  (See  GCN, 
Vol.  9,  No.  46.) 

Three  lesbians  and  a  gay  man 
were  fired  within  days  of 
Limerick’s  May  13  new  ownership. 
One  lesbian  employee,  who  said 
her  phone  number  was  unlisted, 
began  receiving  queer-hating  death 
threats  over  the  phone  from  a  male 
caller  with  a  southern  accent.  A 
white  worker  whose  son  is  black 
received  phone  threats  on  her  son’s 
life.  Union  activists  and  employees 
with  seniority  were  dismissed  with 
no  explanation. 

Limerick’s  assistant  from 


American  employees  (I  to  r)  Allison  Meader,  Alice  Cousineau,  Marie 
Cavignano  and  Joanne  Gagnon  reporting  to  work  for  the  first  time  in 
nine  months  after  the  settlement  of  a  strike  involving  their  local  925. 


Georgia,  Arlie  Tally,  began  sexual¬ 
ly  harassing  women  employees. 
“He  strode  around  the  office  mak¬ 
ing  remarks  about  women’s  breast 
size,”  said  Marie  Cavignano,  a  les¬ 
bian  striker  told  GCN  last  May. 
“He  did  that  to  my  boss  and  I  let 
him  have  it.” 

Limerick  coerced  many  employ¬ 
ees  into  signing  agreements  calling 
for  hourly  wage  decreases  of  75 
cents  to  one  dollar  and  cutting 
back  the  pay  of  some  long¬ 
standing  employees  to  barely  more 
than  minimum  wage,  several 
employees  reported.  On  the  day 


Limerick  assumed  control,  workers 
arriving  at  the  Brookline  facility 
were  greeted  by  “Limerick’s  men” 
armed  with  rifles,  said  one  lesbian 
striker  who  asked  to  remain 
anonymous.  At  the  Roslindale 
facility,  she  said,  employees  found 
guard  dogs  awaiting  their  arrival. 
“These  are  the  conditions  under 
which  we  were  forced  to  sign  wage- 
cut  agreements  —  sheer  intimida¬ 
tion,”  she  said. 

All  of  this  violated  the  existing 
union  contract  —  a  document  very 
similar  to  the  one  signed  last  week, 
Continued  on  page  11 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

—  “I  got  very  positive  feedback  from  other  col¬ 
leagues  —  representatives.  They  seemed  shocked 
that  I  was  a  very  normal  human  being.  That  is  not  to 
say  I  haven’t  felt  isolated  and  lonely.  The  Legislature 
is  very  polite.  People  tend  not  to  show  their  dif¬ 
ferences  with  each  other.  There  certainly  is  prejudice 
based  on  preference,  but  it  is  minimal.  I  am  aware 
with  every  new  legislator  I  meet,  it’s  a  new  coming  out 
process.  I  am  conscious  of  some  prejudices  —  of  the 
need  to  do  twice  as  well,  to  be  twice  as  prepared, 
twice  as  assertive  as  people  who  have  the  Old  Boys 
Club.’’ 

—  Rep.  Karen  Clark  of  Minnesota,  the  state’s 
first  openly  lesbian  legislator  on  life  in  the 
statehouse. 


women  voters  support  abortion  rights 

WASHINGTON  —  The  League  of  Women  Voters 
has  finally  declared  itself  in  support  of  women’s  right 
to  abortions,  although  the  league  president  said  it  is 
not  endorsing  abortion  itself,  according  to  the  Boston 
Globe. 

Dorothy  S.  Ridings,  president  of  the  group,  said 
that  the  League  believes  the  state  should  not  in¬ 
terfere  with  individual’s  decisions  regarding  abor¬ 
tions  and  reproduction. 


fbi  mum  on  queer  watch 

LUBBOCK  TX  —  A  political  science  professor 
has  been  denied  access  to  FBI  documents  related  to 
the  Bureau’s  surveillance  of  activity  of  gay  organi¬ 
zations,  according  to  the  St.  Louis  Gay  News- 
Telegraph. 

Dan  Simonoski,  professor  at  Texas  Tech  Univer¬ 
sity,  is  seeking  copies  of  the  Bureau’s  documents 
under  the  Freedom  of  Information  Act.  The  FBI  claims 
to  have  1,690  such  documents  and  that  Simonoski 
will  be  required  to  pay  search  and  copy  fees. 

Simonoski  says  that  he  should  not  be  required  to 
pay  the  fees  because  he  seeks  the  information  “in  the 
public  interest.”  Waivers  of  the  fees  are  granted  for 
public  interest  information  searches,  but  the  FBI  has 
disqualified  Simonoski’s  search  for  queerwatch- 
related  information. 

Simonoski  maintains  that  there  are  many  more 
documents  than  the  FBI  claims  and  that  the  Bureau 
may  say  that  gay  organizations  have  been  infiltrated 
by  foreign  subversives  to  justify  the  denial  of 
Simonoski’s  request.  He  will  appeal  the  FBI  decision. 


court  okays  public  cruising 

ALBANY  —  The  New  York  State  Court  of  Appeals 
last  week  upheld  the  decision  of  a  lower  court  which 
ruled  unconstitutional  an  anti-loitering  statute,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  New  York  Post. 

The  statute  was  frequently  used  to  prohibit 
homosexualsfrom  publicly  soliciting  each  other  for 
private  sex.  The  ruling  was  based  on  a  Supreme  Court 
decision  which  threw  out  criminal  penalties  against 
consenting  adults  who  engage  in  “deviant  sexual  in¬ 
tercourse”  in  private.  The  logic  of  the  court  held  that 
because  deviant  sex  was  no  longer  a  criminal  of¬ 
fense,  then  the  state  could  not  continue  to  punish 
loitering  to  solicit  for  it. 

However,  the  Court  said  that  the  Legislature  can 
still  ban  persons  from  “accosting  another  in  an  offen¬ 
sive  manner”  or  “in  an  inappropriate  place,”  even  if 
the  underlying  purpose  is  not  a  violation  of  the  law. 

The  court  also  said  that  solicitation  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  performing  the  objected  conduct  in  a  public 
place  “could  be  criminalized.” 


transvestite’s  assailant  not  charged  in 
shooting 

MINEOLA  NY  —  A  grand  jury  in  Nassau  County 
has  declined  to  charge  a  New  York  City  transit  cop  in 
a  shooting  incident  which  resulted  in  a  bullet  wound 
to  the  neck  of  a  black  transvestite,  according  to  the 
Long  Island  Connection. 

Patrick  Smith  was  in  critical  condition  after  the 
shooting  by  George  Christ,  Jr.  Smith  says  that  Christ 
shot  him  when  he  went  to  the  aid  of  his  friend,  Deon 
Miller,  also  a  transvestite.  According  to  Smith,  Christ 
solicited  Miller  for  sex,  but  became  hostile  when  he 
found  out  Miller  was  a  man.  Christ  assaulted  Miller  in 
an  alley  and  then  shot  Smith  when  he  attempted  to 
help  Miller. 

Although  two  other  witnesses,  also  trans¬ 
vestites,  and  a  cab  driver  gave  testimony  in  agree¬ 
ment  with  Smith  and  Miller,  the  nearly  all-white  grand 
jury  chose  to  believe  Christ  who  said  that  Smith  tried 
to  rob  him  at  knife  point.  Christ  claims  he  shot  Smith 
in  a  scuffle  which  occurred  when  he  tried  to  arrest 
Smith.  After  the  shooting,  Christ  left  the  alley  without 
arresting  Smith  and  did  not  report  the  shooting  to 
police  for  two  hours  after  it  had  happened. 

Ironically,  Smith  could  spend  15  days  in  jail  under 
New  York  state  law  for  appearing  in  drag  in  public. 
Smith  has  already  been  arrested  for  crossdressing 
several  times. 

Members  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  of 
Long  Island  planned  a  demonstration  to  protest  the  ap¬ 
parent  racism,  sexism  and  homophobia  of  the  Nassau 
County  Grand  Jury,  according  to  the  Connection. 


students  lead  arkansas  homosexual  tide 

FAYETTEVILLE  AR  —  A  gay  and  lesbian  student 
group  at  the  University  of  Arkansas  will  sponsor 
events  which  promote  discussion  of  homosexuality 
in  spite  of  a  decision  by  the  school’s  Student  Senate 
not  to  fund  the  group,  according  to  a  press  release. 

The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Student’s  Association 
(GLSA)  request  for  $136.00  to  rent  two  films  —  “Pink 
Triangles”  and  “Word  Is  Out”  —  was  turned  down  by 
the  Senate  which  said  that  to  fund  the  screenings 
would  encourage  students  to  break  the  Arkansas 
sodomy  laws.  GLSA  has  begun  its  own  fundraising 
drive  as  well  as  contacted  local,  state  and  national 
print  and  electronic  media  to  publicize  their  plight./ 

In  response  to  the  GLSA’s  assertions  of  its  right 
to  University-group  funds  and  privileges,  Rep.  Travis 
Dowd,  Texarkana,  has  introduced  into  the  Arkansas 
state  legislature  a  resolution  calling  on  University 
officials  to  “stem  the  tide  of  homosexuality"  at  U.  of  A. 

A  GLSA  spokesperson  remarked  on  Dowd’s  leg¬ 
islative  efforts,  “It’s  funny  how  they  think  a  bill  can 
make  this  thing  go  away.” 


fun-loving  cops  bust  baths 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  Seventeen  men  were  ticketed 
for  indecent  conduct  in  a  Feb.  18  bathhouse  raid  that 
was  led  by  three  towel-clad  cops,  according  to  Equal 
Time  of  Minneapolis. 

One  witness  described  the  police  as  “a  bunch  of 
lawless  thugs  on  a  Friday  night  lark”  and  that  two  of 
the  cops  had  brought  their  girlfriends  along  on  the 
raid. 

A  half  dozen  gay  activists  met  with  the  police 
chief  who  had  previously  stated  that  arrests  of  gays 
involved  in  consensual  sex  in  a  private  membership 
club  would  not  be  a  high  priority  for  his  force. 
Although  the  chief  said  he  was  not  “thrilled”  with  the 
raid,  he  also  said  it  was  legal. 


“domestic  partners”  makes  strange 
stallmates 

MADISON  —  Out!  reports  that  a  mayoral  can¬ 
didate  has  expressed  opposition  to  the  domestic 
partners  concept  which  would  grant  to  gay  couples 
some  of  the  same  civil  rights  as  heterosexually  mar¬ 
ried  couples. 

Syed  Ameen  stated  “couples  who  live  together 
should  share  things  equally”  but  did  not  support  for¬ 
mal  recognition  of  such  arrangements  because  “next 
thing  you  know,  a  farmer  will  come  in  and  say  he 
wants  to  marry  his  cow.” 

Other  candidates  have  expressed  varying 
degrees  of  support  for  the  idea,  but  to  date,  no  other 
has  mentioned  fears  of  such  barnyard  marriages. 


1986  gay  games  in  land  of  1000  (frozen) 
lakes 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  The  first  Lesbian/Gay  Winter 
Olympics  will  be  held  in  Minneapolis  Jan.  18-27, 1986, 
according  to  the  Minnesota  Lesbian/Gay  Committee 
of  the  International  Gay  Olympics  Association 
(IGOA). 

The  Minnesota  group’s  bid  was  chosen  by  the  IG¬ 
OA  over  bids  by  groups  in  Colorado  and  Lake  Tahoe. 

The  Olympics  will  feature  17  different  events  and 
have  a  projected  budget  of  $1.3  million.  Organizers 
expect  2000  athletes  from  around  the  world  and  say 
that  local  officials  are  cooperating  with  their  organi¬ 
zational  efforts. 


bay  windows 

BOSTON  —  A  new  local  gay  and  lesbian  news¬ 
paper  has  begun  publishing  here. 

Bay  Windows,  published  and  edited  by  Sasha 
Alyson,  is  affiliated  with  Alyson’s  book  publishing 
company,  Alyson  Publications.  The  paper  will  begin 
as  a  monthly,  distributed  without  charge  through  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  bars  and  businesses,  and  Alyson  plans 
ultimately  to  move  to  a  weekly  schedule. 

The  32-page  first  issue  contains  syndicated  col¬ 
umns  by  Larry  Bush  and  Brian  McNaught,  an  inter¬ 
view  with  Boston  mayoral  candidate  Robert  Kiley  and 
articles  about  lesbian  and  gay  bars,  businesses,  in¬ 
dividuals  and  organizations  in  Boston. 


cranston  would  ban  military’s  anti-gay 
discrimination 

WASHINGTON  —  An  aide  to  Sen.  Alan  Cranston 
(D-CA)  has  announced  that  should  Cranston  be 
elected  to  the  presidency,  he  would  ban  anti-gay 
discrimination  in  the  military,  according  to  Chicago’s 
GayLife. 

Cranston,  thus  far  the  only  official  candidate  in 
the  1984  presidential  race,  would  issue  an  executive 
order  banning  military  bias  against  gays  and  lesbians 
and  he  wold  also  examine  the  necessity  of  a  similar 
order  regarding  anti-gay  discrimination  in  govern¬ 
ment  hiring. 

Cranston,  running  on  an  anti-nuke  plank,  will 
shortly  issue  position  papers  in  16  areas,  including 
civil  rights  which  will  address  gay  rights  specifically. 

first  lesbian  custodial  parent  in  Canada 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  —  GO  INFO  of  Ottawa 
reports  that  a  Canadian  court  has  awarded  custody  of 
a  2!/2  year  old  child  to  her  38-year-old  lesbian  grand¬ 
mother. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  an  openly  gay  person 
who  is  not  a  child’s  natural  parent  has  been  awarded 
custody. 

The  judge  presiding  in  the  case  was  anything  but 
positive  about  his  decision,  saying  “Common  sense 
dictates  that  a  child  be  brought  up  with  a  view  to  the 
norm  of  our  society  —  it  is  abnormal.  If  it  were  an  ac¬ 
cepted  norm,  we  wouldn’t  be  arguing  about  it.” 

events,  requests,  services  . . . 

On  March  19,  the  Boston  International  Women’s 
Day  Parade  will  start  at  the  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center  at  11:30  a.m.  The  march  will  stop  at  MIT,  the 
Christian  Science  Church  headquarters,  the  Harriet 
Tubman  House  and  Copley  Square.  It  will  end  with  an 
indoor  celebration  at  the  Boston  YWCA  in  the  late 
afternoon  . , . .  The  Gay  Father’s  Coalition’s  national 
convention  will  take  place  in  Denver,  May  20-22.  Con¬ 
tact  them  at  PO  Box  18005,  Denver  CO  80218 - The 

Fifth  National  Lesbian/Gay  Health  Conference  will  be 
held  in  Denver  June  9-12.  The  conference  will  offer 
seminars  and  workshops  on  all  aspects  of  lesbian 
and  gay  health.  For  registration  information  contact 
Miller/Pfeffer,  5938  Chalbot,  Oakland,  CA  94618  .... 
The  San  Francisco  International  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Film  Fetival  is  accepting  entries  until  May  1.  Write 
Frameline,  PO  Box  14792,  S.F.,  CA.  94114  for  an  entry 
form.  The  Festival  will  run  June  20-25  ....  The 
Homesteaders  Fund  (PO  Box  779,  Allston,  MA  02134) 
is  seeking  donations  to  help  renovate  abandoned 
houses  which  have  been  legally  occupied  by  nine 
families  in  the  Dorchester  and  Roxbury  neighbor¬ 
hoods  of  Boston _ Joan  Nestle  of  the  Lesbian 

Herstory  Archives  is  looking  for  memorabilia  and 
stories  about  life  among  lesbians  in  New  York  City  be¬ 
tween  1900  and  1970.  If  you  were  there  then,  or  if  you 
know  of  someone  who  was,  write  her  at  215  West 
92nd  St.,  N.Y.  N.Y.  10025.  Studio  Red  Top,  a  Boston 
performance  space  and  resource  center  for  women 
jazz  musicians,  needs  to  relocate.  They  have  a  new 
space  in  the  works  but  must  raise  $20,000  this  year  for 
renovations.  Their  address  is  PO  Box  6004,  Boston, 

MA  02209 _ Northern  Lambda  Nord,  a  lesbian  and 

gay  group  in  northern  Maine  and  eastern  New 
Brunswick,  Canada,  is  in  the  process  of  setting  up  a 
gay  phoneline.  They’d  like  to  hear  how  other  groups 
started  and  maintain  similar  projects.  They  can  be 
reached  at  PO  Box  990,  Carabou,  ME  04736  .... 
Canada’s  “only  women’s  university,”  Mount  Saint 
Vincent  University,  is  launching  a  “$1  from  every 
woman  in  Canada”  fundraising  campaign.  Send  your 
dollar  to166  BedfordHighway,  Halifax,  B3M  2J6,  Nova 
Scotia,  Canada ....  “Women  At  Work”  is  the  title  of  a 
program  to  be  aired  on  WGBH  Radio  on  March  20th. 
Felicia  Otera  (WGBH,  125  Western  Ave.,  Boston, 
02134)  is  looking  for  contributions  of  poetry  and  other 
inspirational  ideas. 

The  National  Women’s  Mailing  List  now  con¬ 
tains  25,000  individual  and  organizational  names. 
Lists  can  be  purchased  for  one  time  mailings  and  can 
be  specified  by  areas  of  interest,  occupation,  age, 
cultural  identity,  and  geographic  area.  For  more 
details  or  to  register  write  them  at  1195  Valencia  St., 

S.F.,  CA  94110 _ The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Center  of 

Colorado  has  published  a  brochure  'on  gay  men’s 
health  issues:  “Be  Well.”  It  includes  material  on 
STDs,  AIDS  and  Hepatitis  B  plus  information  on  nutri¬ 
tion,  healthful  self-image  and  legal  rights  during  an 
arrest  (to  help  keep  your  mental  health  in  order).  For 
copies  write:  GLCCC,  PO  Box  18467,  Denver,  CO 
80218.  A  brochure  on  lesbian  health  will  be  out  in 
early  spring  ....  A  Correspondence  Service  For  Gay 
Youth  has  been  initiated  by  Alyson  Publications, 
Boston.  To  participate,  put  a  letter  about  yourself  in  a 
stamped  envelope  and  put  that  in  another  envelope 
along  with  a  signed  letter  to  Alyson  giving  your  name, 
address,  age  and  sex  and  confirming  that  you  are 
under  21  and  that  you  want  Alyson  to  forward  other 
letters  to  you.  Alyson’s  address  is  PO  Box  2783, 

Boston,  MA  02208 _ A  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling 

Program  was  recently  begun  at  the  North  Shore  Com¬ 
munity  mental  Health  Center  in  Salem,  MA.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  counseling,  the  staff  is  available  for  public 

speaking - Last  but  hardly  least,  a  Who’s  Who  In 

Gay  America  will  be  published  in  late  summer.  To  be 
included  or  to  include  someone  else  write:  Dedham 
Potter,  Box  196,  77  Ives  St,  Providence,  Rl  02906. 
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News  Commentary 

Your  Money  Or  Your  Life:  David  Groat’s  Bail 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  I  knew  that  supporters  of  David  Groat  had 
finally  raised  the  $10,000  cash  needed  to  bail  him  out.  For 
the  past  ten  weeks,  they  had  been  raising  money  for  the 
former  NAMBLA  Emergency  Defense  Coordinator  who 
was  arrested  last  December  3  in  a  much-publicized  police 
raid  on  a  small  cottage  in  Wareham,  Massachusetts.  But  1 
was  in  Harvard  Square,  taking  advantage  of  the  few  hours’ 
lull  that  comes  on  Thursday  afternoons  between  deadline 
and  layout  and  frankly,  I  was  too  concerned  with  enjoying  a 
short  break  to  think  about  why  there  had  been  no  news  of 
David’s  release. 


“ He's  being  held  here  illegally,  ”  she 
was  told.  ‘  ‘  We  can ’t  release  a  prisoner 
who's  being  held  illegally.  You  have 
to  go  to  court  and  have  the  judge 
straighten  this  out.  ” 

1  was  surprised,  then,  when  I  returned  to  the  office  and  a 
friend  of  David’s  was  on  the  telephone.  He  said  that  David’s 
attorney,  Jan  Platner  of  Ward,  Rizzo  and  Lund,  had  talked 
with  the  people  at  the  jail.  They  were  all  set  to  exchange 
David  for  the  money,  but  since  professional  ethics  forbid  at¬ 
torneys  from  bailing  out  their  own  clients,  Jan  needed  a 
non-attorney  to  go  to  the  jail  and  post  the  bail.  She  would 
drive  me  there.  Would  I  do  it?  I  could  then  have  an  hour  to 
interview  David  during  the  return  trip. 

After  a  few  moments’  consideration  (did  I  really  want  to 
attend  this  jailhouse  ceremony,  presumably  to  be  followed 
home  by  guests  from  the  FBI?),  my  curiosity  overcame  my 
paranoia  and  I  was  on  my  way  over  to  Jan’s  Park  Square  of¬ 
fice. 

We  had  to  leave  quickly  to  avoid  rush-hour  traffic  on  the 
expressway  and  I  had  that  inevitable  feeling  one  has,  en 
route  to  a  deadline,  that  one  has  forgotten  something. 

“Have  you  got  the  certified  check?”  I  asked  on  the  way  to 
the  parking  lot. 

“No,”  whispered  Jan  nervously,  looking  over  her 
shoulder.  “It’s  in  cash.  Ten  thousand  dollars.” 

I  have  developed  the  morbid  habit,  after  nearly  two  years 
on  the  self-imposed  poverty  of  a  GCN  salary,  of  calculating 
large  sums  of  money  in  terms  of  paychecks.  I  looked  at  Jan’s 
briefcase  and  silently  calculated  one  hundred  weekly  pay- 
checks.  Surveying  Park  Square,  I  then  saw  several  dozen 
people  who  seemed  capable  of  knocking  the  both  of  us  over 
and  running  far  and  fast  with  all  those  paychecks. 

Only  after  we  were  safely  off  the  streets  of  Boston  and  in¬ 
to  the  relative  security  of  an  enclosed  car,  speeding  down  the 


expressway,  did  Jan  and  I  talk  about  David’s  case.  The 
money  had  been  raised  over  the  past  ten  weeks  from  sup¬ 
porters  of  David  and  NAMBLA  throughout  the  country, 
while  attorneys  argued  for.  bail  reduction  (a  man  arrested  at 
roughly  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  county  for  kicking  a 
one-year-old  girl  to  death  had  been  freed  after  posting  one- 
tenth  the  bail  set  for  David). 

When  that  failed,  the  attorneys  requested  psychiatric 
evaluation  of  their  client  at  Bridgewater  State  Hospital. 
David  had  already  lost  his  front  teeth  after  being  set  up  by 


guards  for  a  beating  by  another  prisoner  in  the  courthouse 
lockup;  his  attorneys  figured  that  psychiatric  commitment, 
despite  its  unpleasantness,  would  be  safer. 

The  first  hitch  came  on  the  Friday  before  a  three-day 
weekend.  With  $10,000  cash  in  hand,  Jan  called  Bridge- 
water  to  arrange  David’s  release,  only  to  find  that  his 
commitment  papers  were  not  in  order. 

“He’s  being  held  here  illegally,”  she  was  told.  “We  can’t 
release  a  prisoner  who’s  being  held  illegally.  You  have  to  go 
to  court  and  have  the  judge  straighten  this  out.” 

It  was  Tuesday  before  Jan  could  arrange  a  hearing  at  the 
county  courthouse  in  Brockton. 

“I  can  see  from  these  papers  that  we’ve  made  a  mistake 
and  that  Mr.  Groat  should  be  released,”  said  the  judge. 
“But  because  of  the  potentially  serious  threat  to  society,  I 
hesitate  to  free  him  until  everything  is  perfectly  in  order.” 
The  judge  ordered  David  transferred  to  the  Plymouth 
House  of  Correction  so  that  once  he  was  held  there  legally, 
he  could  be  legally  released. 

The  second  snafu  came  when  Brett  Portman,  David’s  co¬ 
defendant,  came  to  visit  David  while  he  was  still  at  Bridge- 
water.  Brett,  himself  out  on  $10,000  cash  bail,  was  arrested, 
for  reasons  which  remain  obscure,  on  a  New  Jersey  warrant 
charging  interference  with  the  parental  custody  of  a  minor. 
Jan  had  to  rush  to  the  courthouse  to  help  arrange  bail  for 
Brett  before  he  too  could  be  set  up  by  the  guards  for  a 
beating. 

It  was  Thursday  before  David  was  transferred  to  Ply¬ 
mouth,  where  he  could  legally  be  held  and  legally  released 
on  bail.  We  had  the  money  with  us,  Jan  had  called  to  make 
certain  David  was  ready  and  waiting,  and  we  were  driving  in 
the  fading  daylight  on  the  outskirts  of  Plymouth. 

“We’re  supposed  to  follow  the  sign  that  says 

I  handed  over  the  small  plastic 
designer-label  shoe  bag  Jan  had  given 
me  just  before  we  got  out  of  the  car. 
The  guard  emptied  it  onto  his  desk 
and  we  all  stared  at  the  bills,  neatly 
wrapped  in  their  little  cigar  bands. 

‘Hospital,’  ”  Jan  said  as  we  got  off  the  highway.  “It’s 
across  the  street  from  the  high  school  —  that’ll  put  the  fear 
of  God  in  ’em.” 

Soon  we  were  lost  and  pulling  into  a  gas  station. 

“Excuse  me,  how  do  we  get  to  the  House  of  Correction?  ” 

We  could  slug  a  policeman,  I  thought. 

“Easy.  Just  take  a  right  when  you  get  to  the  Christy’s 
Market  and  bear  right  at  the  fork.  It’s  at  the  top  of  the  hill.” 

Somehow  I  had  expected  the  jail  to  sit,  fortress-like,  iso¬ 
lated  in  a  wide  open  space.  But  here  we  were,  in  a  typical 
suburban  neighborhood,  on  a  street  dotted  with  houses, 
and,  as  if  there  were  nothing  unusual  about  such  an  arrange¬ 
ment,  a  House  of  Correction.  Just  another  house.  We 
couldn’t  see  the  high  school  in  the  dark. 

The  front  door  was  locked.  This  was,  after  all,  a  jail.  Our 
knocking  aroused  a  uniformed  sheriff,  who  led  us  into  an 
office  and  asked  us  our  business. 

“We’re  here  to  bail  out  David  Groat,”  said  Jan.  “I’m  an 
attorney.” 

The  sheriff  picked  up  a  phone  and  called  a  guard.  “Some¬ 
one’s  here  to  bail  out  David  —  what  did  you  say  his  name 
was?” 

“Groat.  G-r-o-a-t.” 

“David  Groat,”  said  the  sheriff  into  the  phone. 

The  guard  emerged  through  a  series  of  iron  doors  with 
substantial  bars  and  impressive  keyholes  for  big  keys.  The 
doors  seemed  to  lead  through  a  long  corridor  designed  for 
its  acoustics.  Slam!  Slam!!!  SLAM!!!!! 

“You’re  here  to  bail  out  who?”  he  asked. 

“David  Groat.  G-r-o-a-t.”  said  Jan. 

“Oh  yes.  And  which  one  of  you  is  bailing  him  out?” 


“I  am,”  I  replied. 

“And  how  much  was  the  bail?” 

“Ten  thousand  dollars.” 

“And  how  will  you  be  paying?” 

“In  cash.” 

It  would  seem  hackneyed  to  write  that  the  guard’s  jaw 
dropped,  but  indeed  that  is  what  happened  and  journalists 
are  supposed  to  write  the  truth. 

“Do  you  have  a  gun?”  asked  the  guard. 

“No.  . 

“Do  you  feel  safe  going  around  carrying  ten  thousand 
dollars  with  you?” 

“Well,  no.” 

1  handed  over  the  small  plastic  designer-label  shoe  bag 
Jan  had  given  me  just  before  we  got  out  of  the  car.  The 
guard  emptied  it  onto  his  desk  and  we  all  stared  at  the  bills, 
neatly  wrapped  in  their  little  cigar  bands. 

“I’m  sorry,”  said  Jan,  “but  the  bank  gave  me  mostly 
twenties.” 


“Well,  it's  all  there.  Ten  thousand 
dollars.  There  'll  be  a  fifteen  dollar  fee 
on  top  of  that.  " 


The  guard  counted  it  all  out  into  neat  piles  as  the  sheriff, 
Jan  and  1  watched  carefully. 

“Well,  it’s  all  there.  Ten  thousand  dollars.  There’ll  be  a 
fifteen  dollar  fee  on  top  of  that.” 

I  looked  at  Jan.  Jan  looked  at  me.  We  reached  for  our 
wallets. 

“Ten  thousand  dollars  in  cash  and  you’re  fifteen  dollars 
short!”  The  guard  roared  with  laughter. 

We  found  fifteendollars  between  us,  though,  and  handed 
it  over.  The  guard  put  all  the  money  back  into  the  bag  and 
gave  it  back  to  me. 

“You’ll  have  to  wait  for  Priscilla  now.  She’ll  take  it  from 
you.  She’ll  want  to  count  it  again.”  The  guard  picked  up  the 
phone  and  dialed  Priscilla. 

“They’re  here  to  bail  out  David  Groat.  Ten  thousand.” 

“She’ll  be  a  while,”  he  told  us.  “She  has  to  drive  up 
here.” 

The  guard  offered  us  coffee  and  then  we  waited  about  an 
hour,  making  occasional  chitchat. 

“So  this  Groat’s  a  friend  of  yours?” 

“Yes.”  I  didn’t  feel  much  like  volunteering  information. 

“You  must  really  trust  him,  for  that  much  money.” 

“Oh,  we  trust  him,”  I  said. 

“I  wouldn’t  trust  anyone  for  that  much  money,”  said  the 
guard.  “Not  even  my  own  brother.” 

Finally,  there  was  a  noise  at  the  front  door.  The  sheriff 
left  the  room  and  returned  with  Priscilla  the  bail  commis¬ 
sioner,  a  large  woman,  nearly  sixty,  who  moved  with  a 
slowness  indicating  not  infirmity  but  stately  self-confidence. 
Priscilla  carried  a  straw  picnic  basket,  the  kind  with  a  hinged 
lid  and  an  arrangement  of  plastic  flowers.  Without  remov¬ 
ing  her  overcoat,  she  sat  down  behind  a  desk,  opened  the 
basket,  and  pulled  out  a  stack  of  official-looking  docu¬ 
ments,  a  rubber  stamp  and  a  stamp  pad. 

“There’s  ten  thousand  dollars  there,”  the  guard  told 
Priscilla.  “We  counted  it  but  you’re  going  to  have  to  do  it 
again.” 


“I  wouldn't  trust  anyone  for  that 
much  money,  "  said  the  guard.  “Not 
even  my  own  brother .  " 

“That’s  all  right,”  said  Priscilla.  “I’ve  done  it  before. 
Who’s  paying  this  bail?” 

“I  am,”  I  replied. 

Priscilla  eyed  me  carefully.  “How  old  are  you?” 

“Twenty-four.” 

“That’s  good.  What  is  your  name  and  address?” 

I  gave  her  the  information  and  signed  the  form  where  she 
showed  me.  She  took  the  money  and  began  counting  the 
bills,  slowly  and  surprisingly  awkward  for  someone  who 
must  count  money  often.  We  waited  nearly  twenty  minutes, 
during  which  time  a  guard  brought  David  to  the  front  of  the 
lockup  area,  within  sight  of  the  office. 

“It’s  all  here,”  she  announced  finally.  “What  about  his 
possessions?” 

The  guard  produced  a  brown  envelope  containing  nine 
cents,  which  is  what  David  was  carrying  when  he  was 
brought  to  the  jail.  The  guard  made  David  sign  a  receipt  for 
the  contents  of  the  envelope,  and  Priscilla  then  asked  him  to 
sign  his  name  next  to  mine. 

“Both  of  you  raise  your  right  hands,”  she  commanded. 
We  had  to  acknowledge  under  oath  that  we  would  forfeit 
the  money  if  David  failed  to  appear  in  court. 

“Now  you  say  ‘I  do,’  ”  she  instructed. 

“I  do,”  said  David. 

“I  do,”  I  said. 

Priscilla  gathered  up  her  papers  and  the  money  and  put 
them  in  her  basket. 

“Well,  I  guess  you’re  free  to  go,”  said  the  guard. 
“Priscilla,  I  suppose  you’d  like  an  escort  to  the  courthouse 
with  that  money.” 

“I  certainly  would.” 

We  walked  out  the  door  and  into  the  parking  lot.  As  we 
got  in  the  car,  David  told  us  that  the  guard  who  had  offered 
us  coffee  and  had  overseen  the  counting  of  the  bail  money 
was  the  same  one  who  had  arranged  for  him  to  be  beaten  up. 
We  drove  back  down  the  hill  and  got  on  the  highway. 
David’s  next  court  appearance  is  a  pre-trial  conference 
scheduled  for  March  10. 


GRAY  GAY  TESTIFIES  IN  NEW  YORK  M°'9an  Gwenwald 

Fred  Gottschalk,  above,  testifying  before  the  General  Welfare  Committee  of  New  York’s  City  Council  during 
hearings  on  Intro  1,  the  city’s  gay  rights  bill.  Gottschalk  represented  the  group,  Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment 
(SAGE)  and  said,  “I  am  78  years  old;  I  am  a  Jew;  and  I  am  gay.  As  you  well  know,  my  generation  has  witnessed  the 
evil  and  destruction  that  can  be  caused  by  bigotry.  I  am  here  today  to  help  stop  the  bigotry  against  the  gay  people  of 
this  city  which  I  love  .  .  .  History  teaches  that  there  have  always  been  gay  men  and  lesbians,  and  I  believe  that  there 
always  will  be.  I  have  not  many  more  years  to  live.  I  don’t  want  my  future  brothers  and  sisters  to  say  that  you  and  I 
left  them  a  ‘world  they  never  made.’  Therefore,  I  again  beg  you  to  pass  this  bill.  Thank  you.” 

Although  Intro  1  was  not  discharged  from  committee  (see  GCN,  Vol.  10,  No.  32),  supporters  of  the  bill  expect  that 
it  will  be  discharged  by  the  entire  council  and  then  considered  for  passage  in  late  March. 


“I  can  see  from  these  papers  that 
we've  made  a  mistake  and  that  Mr. 
Groat  should  be  released, "  said  the 
judge.  “But  because  of  the  potentially 
.  serious  threat  to  society,  I  hesitate  to 
free  him  until  everything  is  perfectly 
in  order.  ” 
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Community  Voices 


deeply  concerned 


new  fetters 


good  government 


Dear  GCN, 

I  am  writing  this  with  a  very  sad  and  troubled 
heart  and  a  very  confused  mind. 

In  1981,  I  wrote  an  article  about  being  raped  in 
prison  and  asked  for  some  support.  Four  in¬ 
mates  were  found  guilty  of  using  weapons  in  this 
rape  by  force,  yet  I  was  also  found  guilty  of  hav¬ 
ing  sex  with  these  four  “by  consent.”  A  few  let¬ 
ters  came  in  offering  moral  support  which  was 
greatly  needed  and  appreciated. 

Since  the  rape  I  have  been  transfered  to  a  total 
of  II  institutions,  all  due  to  my  instigation  of 
legal  action  against  the  state.  At  each  facility  I 
have  filed  suits  about  their  conditions  and  treat¬ 
ment,  and  they  transfer  me  again  so  the  suit  can 
never  come  to  trial  (because  I’m  not  there). 

During  this  23  month  legal  battle  I  have  written 
letters  to  many,  many  gay  organizations  and  legal 
groups,  including  the  National  Gay  Task  Force. 
No  response  came  from  any  of  them. 

I  have  sought  help  from  all  these  “gay” 
organizations  in  the  hope  of  getting  some  kind  of 
assistance.  It  seems  that  NGTF  can  fight  for  guys 
to  be  able  to  take  their  boyfriends  on  a  date  to 
high  school  balls,  but  what  about  the  guys  in 
prison  who  are  brutally  raped  and  beaten  and 
who  need  help  to  fight? 

None  of  these  groups  and  organizations  want 
to  help  me,  yet  any  time  they  need  contributions, 
they're  never  late  sending  me  a  brochure, 
especially  NGTF.  It  seems  all  my  rape  did  was  put 
me  on  everyone’s  mailing  list. 

I  need  help  getting  attention  drawn  to  these 
problems  and  in  my  legal  battles.  Surely,  out  of 
all  the  people  out  there  claiming  to  be  gay,  some 
of  you  could  write  or  call  these  organizations  who 
are  supposed  to  be  defending  our  rights  and  find 
out  why  they  won’t  help. 

For  those  who  wish  to  help,  letters  can  be  writ¬ 
ten  to  the  following  people  asking  them  to  in¬ 
vestigate  the  actions  being  taken  against  me. 
(Make  carbon  copies  and  send  one  to  me  if  you 
can.)  Charles  S.  Robb,  Governor,  Capitol  Office 
Building,  Richmond,  VA  23261;  Richard  F.  Gor¬ 
man  III,  Asst.  Attorney  General,  101  N.  8th  St., 
Richmond,  VA  23219;  Raymond  K.  Procunier, 
Director,  Dept,  of  Corrections,  4615  W.  Broad 
St.,  Richmond,  VA  23230.  Any  letters  you  may 
write  to  gay  organizations,  please  also  make 
copies  for  me. 

I  will  answer  any  letter  you  send  if  you  enclose  a 
stamp,  as  I  am  not  allowed  to  work  now,  but 
please  write  letters  to  these  people  asking  them  to 
support  me.  You  don’t  have  to  say  you’re  gay, 
only  that  you're  a  friend.  The  more  letters  written 
to  them  and  to  gay  groups  and  organizations,  the 
more  they’ll  have  to  quit  ignoring  my  (our)  plight. 
Jack  R  Viatic  121517 
Deep  Meadows 
State  Farm,  VA  23160 

daddy  as  clone 

Dear  GCN: 

Re:  your  recent  piece  on  ‘The  Older  Man,’  I  get 
the  impressoin  that  Daddy  (in  heart-shaped 
glasses)  in  now  an  acceptable  love-object,  a 
perhaps  older  and  greyer  clone,  but  a  clone  never¬ 
theless,  who  joins  a  galaxy  of  stars:  Twinkie, 
Swede,  Swarthy  Latin,  Lumber  Jack,  etc.  Well, 
look.  1  am  an  older  man,  merely  40,  happy  with 
my  age,  but  1  find  1  need  to  come  out  twice  a  day. 
Straight  norms  have  many  dimensions,  including 
age,  plus  skin-color,  socio-economic  status, 
aesthetics.  I  come  out  once  as  a  gay  man,  and 
once  as  an  older  man.  It  is  necessary  discipline, 
like  meditation  1  suppose.  So  here  I  am,  a  little 
white  in  my  beard,  and  people  are  holding  doors 
for  me,  calling  me,  “Sir,”  and  asking  me  where 
they  are  in  neighborhoods  that  are  strange  to  me. 
Nobody  has  offered  their  seat  on  the  T  but  I  am 
hopeful.  I  feel  invisible  in  my  rusting  skin.  It  is 
not  fun  to  be  so  lovingly  patronized,  and  the 
treatment  of  Daddy  as  a  clone  worsens  my 
paranoia.  There  will  be  a  shift  in  those  nasty 
norms  sometime  soon,  in  all  dimensions,  and 
with  the  demographic  aging  of  America,  a  higher 
average  age.  As  that  day  approaches,  we  who  are 
older  types  need  to  step  out  and  model  who  we  are 
as  the  men  we  are,  without  our  heart-shaped 
glasses,  and  unless  we  really  like  it,  our  denim. 
Younger  brothers  need  to  look  around  for  older 
models,  worthy  ones.  And  fewer  of  us  of  any  age 
need  to  be  bashful  about  getting  together  so  as 
not  to  repeat  old  patterns  of  defaulted  pater¬ 
nalism,  by  which  our  own  fathers  disappeared, 
and  so  as  to  reiterate  the  ceremony  of  mutual  love 
between  youth  and  age  which  is  as  old  as  cell- 
division. 

Maturely  yours, 
name  withheld 


Photo  Corrections 

In  last  week’s  News  Notes,  the 
picture  of  Angela  Davis  was  not 
credited  to  Ellen  Shub  who  took 
the  photo. 

On  page  1,  the  identification  of 
the  men  in  the  picture  of  the  gay 
rights  bill  hearing  was  incorrect. 
Ermano  Stingo  is  on  the  left  and 
Allan  Roskoff  is  on  the  right  with 
Joyce  Hunter  in  the  center. 

We  regret  the  errors. 


Dear  Sirs  (sic): 

In  October  of  1981,  after  my  first  month  of 
graduate  studies  in  Seminary,  I  found  a  great 
freedom  when  I  “came  out.”  I  could  feel  the 
shackles  of  an  oppressive  society,  feelings  of  self- 
hatred  and  the  lack  of  personal  ability  to  even  like 
myself  fall  from  my  limbs.  1  have  found  it  in¬ 
credibly  ironic  that  we  as  a  people  seeking  integri¬ 
ty  and  dignity  appear  to  be  forming  new  fetters 
with  which  to  impede  the  race  we  seek  to  run  to 
completion  toward  total  liberation.  One  such  ex¬ 
ample  is  the  article  by  Michael  Bronski  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  issue  of  the  Gay  Community  News 
dated  February  12,  1983. 

Bronski’s  article  describes  the  older  man  in¬ 
itially  as  “in,”  “hot,”  “the  newest  fantasy,”  and 
“the  best  fuck  buddy.”  The  article  is  permeated 
with  the  portrayal  of  the  older  man  as  a  “sexual 
object,”  as  seems  to  be  the  intention  by  the 
author’s  concluding  sentence.  Bronski’s  article 
appears  to  regard  men  as  little  more  than  sexual 
objects  in  spite  of  the  few  literary  fragments  that 
would  suggest  otherwise.  Attention  is  paid  to  out¬ 
ward  appearance  of  experience  rather  than  the 
person  who  is  mature,  intelligent,  and  attractive. 

If  as  Bronski  writes,  “During  the  last  decade 
many  gay  men  have  been  grinding  against  the 
popular  stereotype  and  coming  to  terms  with  the 
fact  that  they  are  men  —  hence  creating  a  new 
popular  stereotype,”  I  sincerely  hope  it  never 
becomes  a  stereotype  which  is  replaced  by 
another.  Bronski’s  article,  which  in  my  opinion  is 
primarily  concerned  with  fantasy  and  the  latest 
gay  trend,  only  tends  to  restrict  this  very  persuit 
with  the  propogation  of  a  new  rainbow  for  men  to 
chase. 

I  am  presently  23  and  the  man  I  am  seeking  an 
intimate  relationship  with  is  39.  I  would  like  to 
suggest  that  perhaps  Michael  Bronski  might  con¬ 
sider  writing  an  article  to  foster  the  growth  of 
relationships  that  in  spiteof  age  and/or  other  fac¬ 
tors  seek  intimacy  and  encourage  persons  to  move 
in  a  direction  of  personal  fulfillment. 

Sincerely, 

Dale  Bowman 
Lancaster,  PA 


Marketing  Director 

(formerly  Promotions  Manager) 
Responsible  for  designing  and  im¬ 
plementing  campaigns  to  increase 
GCAPs  subscription  and  newsstand 
sales.  Experience  in  marketing  helpful. 
Full-time.  Health  insurance  and  paid 
vacation.  Position  open  now,  starting 
date  flexible.  Resumes  and  inquiries  to: 
Cindy  Patton,  GCN  167  Tremont  St. 
5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111,  (617) 
426-4469. 


To  The  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  Paul  Creeden’s  letter  in  the 
February  26  issue  of  GCN.  Leaving  aside  the 
musings  of  a  disappointed  office  seeker,  Mr. 
Creeden  decries  the  efforts  of  the  current  city  ad¬ 
ministration  to  court  the  considerable  gay  vote  in 
Boston.  The  same  voices  that  shout  for  a  city  ad¬ 
ministration  more  responsive  to  the  needs  of  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community,  are  so  often  the  first 
to  berate  the  motives  of  those  who  respond  to  our 
needs. 

Was  it  good  politics  for  the  Mayor  to  have 
issued  an  Executive  Order  banning  discrimina¬ 
tion  in  public  employment  based  on  sexual 
preference?  Was  it  good  politics  to  be  one  of  only 
a  handful  of  big  city  mayors  to  appoint  a  liaison 
to  the  gay  and  lesbian  community?  It  is  good 
politics  to  appoint  gays  and  lesbians  to  prominent 
positions  in  the  city  administration?  It  sure  is 
good  politics,  and  as  another  well  known  mayor 
once  said,  “good  government  is  good  politics  and 
good  politics  is  good  government.” 

It  is  a  measure  of  how  far  we  have  come  that 
Mr.  Creeden  can  make  the  statement  that,  “the 
machine  has  been  programmed  to  get  gay  votes.” 
The  Mayor  and  city  administration  recognize  the 
potential  power  and  influence  of  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  —  both  at  the  ballot  box  and  in 
the  economic  vitality  of  the  city.  Any  substantive 
gains  we  have  made  or  will  make  in  the  future  will 
come  as  a  result  of  our  ability  to  influence  the 
political  process;  to  press  our  case  based  on  our 
mutuality  of  needs  and  the  reality  of  our  ability  to 
reward  our  friends  and  punish  our  enemies. 

It’s  much  easier  to  maintain  the  plantation 
mentality  that  allows  us  always  to  be  the  victim, 
as  evidenced  by  Mr.  Creeden’s  disdain  for  the 
political  process.  It  takes  a  sense  of  self-worth, 
energy,  commitment,  intelligence  and  integrity  to 
participate  in  the  political  process.  The  en¬ 
thusiastic  response  that  has  greeted  the  formation 
of  groups  such  as  the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  is  further  evidence  of  the 
political  maturing  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  in  Boston. 

Boston  has  begun  to  respond  to  the  many  and 
varied  voices  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  community. 
The  cynics  will  say  that  it’s  just  politics.  But  if  it’s 
politics  that  has  produced  the  Mayor’s  Ad  Hoc 
Committee  on  AIDS,  or  The  Boston  Project  to 
identify  the  needs  of  our  community  city-wide,  or 
a  uniquely  articulate  and  effective  Mayor’s 
Liaison  to  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  in 
Brian  McNaught,  then  I  hope  we  can  look  for¬ 
ward  to  a  lot  more  of  the  same. 

The  current  administration  may  or  may  not  be 
in  office  past  this  year,  but  it  has  set  the  example 
and  sent  out  the  word  that  attention  must  be  paid 
to  the  needs  of  our  community.  Several  of  the 
new  candidates  for  Mayor  are  men  of  integrity 
committed  to  gay  and  lesbian  issues,  especially 
Larry  DiCara,  Dennis  Kearney  and  Bob  Kiley. 
There  will  be  no  turning  back  on  the  part  of  city 
government  in  Boston. 

Brian  Marcus 
Boston,  MA 


Gay  Community  News  welcomes  letters  to  Community  Voices.  If  at  all  possible 
your  letters  should  be  TYPED  AND  DOUBLE  SPACED  and  kept  to  three  pages  (or 
less!)  in  length.  GCN  publishes  all  the  letters  it  receives,  unedited,  on  a  space- 
available  basis,  unless  they  contain  personal  attacks.  Anonymous  letters  will  not 
be  published,  but  names  will  be  withheld  upon  request.  Address  letters  to: 
Community  Voices,  Gay  Community  News,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston 
MA  02111. 
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Speaking  Out - 

On  Backlash,  Closets,  and  Sexual  Liberation 


By  Tom  Reeves 

“The  threat  of  physical  violence  makes  one  part  of  the  whole  .  ”  “  When  aren  7  we  being 
chased?" 

Robert  Gluck 
“Elements  of  a  Coffee  Service” 

A  Faggot  never  forgets  the  sound  of  the  epithet  hurled  from  a  passing  car,  the  blow  on 
the  head  in  a  dark  hallway  when  trick  turns  mugger,  or  the  punch  in  the  ribs  from  a  cop  .  We 
sometimes  choose  to  put  these  memories  aside  when  we  live  in  the  easier  streets  of  Back  Bay 
or  East  Village.  I  think  many  GCN  readers  fail  to  comprehend  the  depth  of  homophobic 
violence  nowadays.  Everyone  knows  that  1982  was  the  year  of  the  Page-Boy  sensation  and 
the  great  NAMBLA  “kidnappings,”  but  it  is  easy  to  associate  these  with  the  “fringe”  topic 
of  boy  love  and  see  them  as  a  mere  backlash  from  the  far  right.  Were  that  true,  the  gay  rights 
lobbyists  would  be  correct  in  urging  us  to  cut  off  the  extremists,  act  straight  and  support  the 
Democrats.  Unfortunately,  the  attack  is  more  than  a  backlash.  It  comes  with  a  fury  from 
liberals  as  well  as  conservatives.  While  it  is  aimed  now  at  the  fringe,  it  is  clearly  based  on  the 
rejection  of  all  of  us  and  of  what  we  represent  in  terms  of  choice  and  the  honest  expression 
of  human  feelings.  It  requires  a  new  look  at  strategies,  especially  our  “coming  out”  assump¬ 
tions,  and  a  re-commitment  to  sexual  liberation. 

I  lived  through  my  own  hell  this  year,  and  I  am  bitter.  I  was  arrested,  falsely  accused  by 
a  coerced  witness  and  grossly  slandered  by  the  Boston  media.  My  house  was  ransacked  and 
my  writings  were  confiscated.  The  unkindest  cut  of  all  was  the  self-oppression  of  some  gay 
friends  who  suddenly  shunned  me.  My  feeling  of  alienation  grew  as  I  found  it  difficult  to 
communicate  the  terror  and  desperation  of  my  situation  to  the  gay  community.  I  fled 
Boston  and  the  emotional  paralysis  that  set  in  following  a  court  victory  which  was  hollow 
amid  persistent  harrassment  and  surveillance  by  police  and  neighbors.  As  I  sit  now  under  a 
palm  in  shorts,  taking  stock  of  1982,  I  think  my  experience  mirrors  the  reality  of  the  gay 
community.  What  I  felt  so  painfully  was  a  homophobic  onslaught,  a  tidal  wave  of  fear  and 
hatred.  I  also  encountered  the  joy  of  a  growing  body  of  men  and  women  committed  to  real 
sexual  freedom.  They  came  to  my  trial  and  to  my  support  in  a  number  of  ways,  and  I  heard 
them  speak  out  at  gay  conferences  and  rallies  in  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Toronto,  and  Terre 
Haute.  The  counter-revolution  was  mounted  in  1982,  but  our  own  people  are  proving 
resilient. 

From  one  end  of  America  to  the  other,  there  were  hundreds  of  police  raids  last  year  — 
unlike  any  in  a  decade.  Bars,  baths,  bookstores,  even  homes  were  attacked.  The  liberal 
media  were  full  of  scandal.  Every  imagined  enemy  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  America  was  linked  to 
the  homosexual  menace.  First  there  was  the  accusation  that  lesbians  were  behind  bank  rob¬ 
beries  and  terrorism!  Then  there  was  the  non-scandal  in  Washington,  with  a  Boston  Herald 
headline  which  must  have  wrought  havoc  in  the  Kremlin:  “Russians  Linked  to  Boy-Sex 
Ring.”  The  soft-core  gay  male  mag,  Stars,  was  linked  to  kiddie  porn.  Anyone  who  has  seen 
Stars  would  laugh  out  loud:  well-muscled  clones  and  surfers  are  hard  to  confuse  with 
children.  The  raid  on  Blue’s  and  the  lifting  of  licenses  for  lesbian  bars  in  New  York  followed 
similar  patterns.  The  fact  that  there  was  no  violence,  no  children,  no  porn,  no  illegal  sex  in 
these  cases  did  not  matter.  The  charges  were  sufficient  for  a  witchhunt.  Having  flushed  us 
out  of  our  closets,  they  want  to  keep  us  under  control.  But  they  need  new  labels,  new  ex¬ 
cuses:  terror,  S  &  M,  child-rape.  Proof?  Who  needs  it? 

NAMBLA  was  the  big  one  for  the  FBI.  The  Post  Office  closed  their  expensive  in¬ 
vestigation  of  NAMBLA  after  18  months  of  surveillance  and  infiltration  because  they  found 
no  shred  of  evidence  of  criminal  activity.  The  FBI,  which  told  Newsday  in  1980  that  it  had 
spent  a  million  dollars  on  NAMBLA  and  that  the  NAMBLA  investigation  was  on  the  “front 
burner,”  bugged,  followed  and  smashed  up  the  houses  of  a  dozen  of  us,  yet  had  precious  lit¬ 
tle  for  their  efforts.  Then  came  the  break:  NAMBLA  headquarters  in  Wareham,  MA  (!?) 
busted,  photos  of  kidnapped  boy  found,  hundreds  of  little  boys  molested,  massive  child 
pornography.  Mainstream  media  like  the  Washington  Post,  New  York  Times  and  CBS’s 
Bill  Moyers  jumped  in  with  all  the  sophistication  of  the  National  Enquirer.  There  was  no 
child  pornography  and  the  photo  story  was  wholly  fabricated.  Two  men  were  charged  only 
with  cuddling  and  groping  a  fully-clothed  sixteen  year  old.  Yet  this  was  America’s  top  news 
story  in  the  closing  weeks  of  1982! 

Then  there  is  the  sex  cancer.  Certainly ,400  dead  gay  men  is  cause  for  concern.  The  ques¬ 
tion  should  be  why  are  we  dying,  not  why  are  we  killing  ourselves.  Our  own  media  are  full  of 
self-hate  and  sex-fear  in  their  coverage  of  AIDS.  The  New  York  Native  article  by  two  sufferers 
of  the  disease  said  it  all  in  its  title:  “We  Know  Who  We  Are.”  In  other  words,  we  are  the 
unclean;  our  blood  is  contaminated;  we  live  in  a  “diseased  pool”  of  sexuality.  The  solution  is 
monogamy,  possibly  celibacy,  for  who  can  tell  who  is  the  carrier?  One  gay  reporter  asked  shyly 
if  masturbation  were  ok.  “Sure,”  said  a  doctor,  “you  can  even  sleep  with  people  as  far  as  we 
know,  just  avoid  any  fluids  —  semen,  piss,  saliva.”  Don’t  suck,  don’t  fuck,  don’t  kiss.  What  a 
relief!  No  crusade  yet  against  jerking  off. 


1982  saw  an  especially  visible  expression  of  the  fear  and  loathing  of  homosexuality.  It  is 
but  a  fraction  of  the  power  of  sex  negativism.  It  permeates  not  only  capitalism,  but  socialism 
and  every  other  version  of  modern  western  civilization.  It  is  erotophobia,  pleasure-phobia, 
intimacy-phobia.  It  is  the  motor  force  of  “progress,”  and  it  cannot  allow  the  unalloyed  pur¬ 
suit  of  individual  pleasure,  let  alone  the  erotic  source  of  pleasure.  Neither  can  it  abide  com¬ 
munities  of  pleasure  and  intimacy.  Where  these  cannot  be  stifled,  they  must  be  co-opted  and 
depersonalized.  It  is  not  pleasure  alone  that  threatens  the  edifice  of  power,  but  pleasure  in 
the  context  of  intimacy  and  community.  These  are  powerful  forces  which  can  overturn 
regimentation  and  control. 

Michel  Foucault  ( History  of  Sexuality)  rightly  criticized  the  notion  that  Victorian 
repression  is  giving  way  slowly  to  a  more  enlightened  “modern”  approach.  He  pointed  out 
the  complex  web  of  subtle  power  relationships  which  guide  and  control  sexuality  today.  He 
is  wrong,  I  think,  to  see  these  new  controls  as  a  positive  feature  of  the  bourgeois  revolution. 
The  sexual  community  is  today  more  than  ever  a  revolutionary  community.  Sexual  freedom 
is  still  anathema  to  the  institutions  of  state  and  corporation.  New  strategies  of  control  are 
not  meant  to  allow  free  sexuality,  but  to  crush  the  freedom  and  intimacy  which  it  fosters. 

Foucault  documented  the  19th  century  campaigns  against  the  masturbating  child,  the 
hysterical  woman  and  the  perverse  adult.  Late  20th  century  stra'egies  spring  directly  from 
these.  Commericalized  orgy  rooms,  for  instance,  or  mass-produced  pornography,  provide 
illusions  of  pleasure  frozen  in  black-light  or  celluloid.  Artifically  contrived  passions  flourish 
amid  pseudo-adventure.  Trapped  there,  thousands  of  us  are  then  told  we  have  created  a 
diseased  pool  of  sexual  fervor.  Gay  sex  germs,  carried  mysteriously  in  our  blood,  will  kill  us 
all.  Yet  we  are  still  induced  by  authorities  and  peers  to  describe  in  vivid  detail  our  sexual 
practices.  We  must  come  out.  In  the  gay  community  we  demand  it.  We  create  thousands  of 
detailed  case  histories.  We  fill  books  with  every  move,  stage  and  techinique  of  our  passions. 

Surely,  coming  out  has  been  a  positive  force  and  a  necessary  step.  It  has  empowered  us 
to  name  ourselves  aloud,  to  see  ourselves  in  a  world  of  our  own,  over  against  theirs.  Yet  I 
think  we  must  re-evaluate  the  coming-out  process  in  light  of  society’s  use  of  it  to  control  us. 
Make  no  mistake,  the  liberal  version  of  the  culture  has  the  same  aim  as  the  conservative:  to 
deprive  us  of  our  unique  vision  ,  which  is  that  pleasure  amid  intimacy  and  community  is  the 
birthright  of  every  human  being.  So  long  as  queers  are  a  minority,  safely  ghettoized  and 
limited,  coming  out  is  useful  to  those  who  control  us.  The  joy  of  coming  out  is  only  worth 
the  risk  if  it  takes  place  squarely  within  the  struggle  against  a  straight  society.  Our  “gay 
leaders”  proclaim,  however,  that  we  are  “like  everybody  else.”  We  are  a  minority  seeking 
protection;  we  threaten  no  one.  If  (1)  we  are  no  different  than  straights  (routinized,  role- 
locked,  immune  to  feeling),  and  if  (2)  we  must  be  sexless  to  avoid  the  plague,  what  the  hell 
did  we  come  out  for?  Better  to  keep  out  secret  desires  hidden  and  safe.  Some  secrets,  after 
all,  empower  and  invigorate. 

Some  of  us  are  already  out.  We  must  build  escape  strategies  to  counter  their  new  con¬ 
trols.  Their  principal  advantage  is  that  we  are  more  visible.  Our  principal  advantages  are 
two.  First,  our  openness  leaves  us  less  conflicted  and  more  confident.  Second,  the  germs  of 
freedom  and  pleasure  are  impossible  to  quarantine  so  long  as  we  are  out  for  all  to  see  and 
touch.  While  we  are  on  the  prowl  to  free  every  body  and  kiss  every  lip  (“.  .  .  so  many  men, 
so  little  time  .  .  ”),  no  one  is  safe!  The  game  of  coming  out  is  risky  for  us,  but  so  is  the  game 
society  is  playing  risky  for  it. 

1983  will  continue  to  be  a  time  of  danger,  but  is  potentially  also  a  fruitful  time  for  sex¬ 
ual  freedom.  Men  and  women  of  the  sexual  revolution,  regroup!  We  are  far  stronger  than 
the  straight  society  or  gay  leadership  suspect.  We  will  confront  both  straights  and  gays  with 
a  focus  on  sex  and  freedom.  We  will  also  come  up  with  some  places  to  hide  when  necessary. 
But  we  won’t  run  separately  away  from  their  attacks.  Last  year,  1  visited  New  York’s  piers. 
Hundreds  of  gay  men  cruised  and  fucked  amid  broken  concrete  and  steel.  Someone  hawked 
hot  dogs  and  beer.  Suddenly,  two  thugs  stabbed  a  faggot  on  the  blacony.  Queens  nearly 
trampled  me  to  get  away.  I  picked  up  a  stone  and  shouted,  “Let’s  get  ’em!“  A  dozen  of  us 
ran  toward  the  violence  and  the  thugs  split.  The  threat  of  violence  sometimes  makes  us  part 
of  the  whole.  Sometimes  it  isolates  us  as  we  run  from  each  other’s  oppression  in  horror. 
We’d  better  understand  now:  we  are  all  being  chased  all  the  time. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  do  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


Community  Voices  — 

still  looking  nazis  and  s/m 


Dear  GCN : 

What  a  nice  surprise  to  see  the  News  Notes 
mention  of  our  production  grant  from  the  Na¬ 
tional  Public  Radio’s  Satellite  Program  Develop¬ 
ment  Fund  (SPDF)!  This  is  the  second  time  SPDF 
has  granted  us  funds  for  radio  drama  production 
about  gay  history  —  a  very  encouraging  move  on 
their  part.  The  first  time  was  in  1981,  for  radio 
adaptation  of  The  Men  With  the  Pink  Triangle. 

Our  plans  call  for  production  and  distribution 
of  Aaron  Fricke’s  Reflections  of  a  Rock  Lobster 
with.  Heinz  Heger’s  The  Men  With  the  Pink- 
Triangle  in  time  for  broadcast  by  public  radio  sta¬ 
tions  throughout  the  country  during  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Pride  Week  1983.  Both  are  adaptations  of 
books  published  by  Alyson  Publications  in 
Boston.  The  Men  With  the  Pink  Triangle  was  first 
broadcast  in  June,  1981. 

(I  should  point  out,  for  the  sake  of  accuracy, 
that,  while  proceeding  smoothly,  negotiations 
have  not  yet  been  completed  for  Reflections  of  a 
Rock  Lobster.  So,  public  announcement  of  pro¬ 
duction  plans  by  the  Washington  Blade  was  a  lit¬ 
tle  premature.) 

We  will  be  looking  for  cast,  crew,  and  an  assis¬ 
tant  director.  Anyone  interested  should  write  to 
me  soon,  enclosing  a  resume,  c/o  WGBH  Radio, 
Boston,  MA  02134.  1  would  particularly  like  to 
hear  from  other  gay  men  and  lesbians  who  work 
in  film,  radio,  or  television. 

With  thanks, 

Wesley  Horner 

Gay  Media  Production  Associates 


Dear  GCN, 

I  am  a  German  historian  by  profession,  and 
would  like  to  respond  to  the  increasing  number  of 
speculations  appearing  in  the  feminist  and. gay 
press  about  the  putative  connection  between 
Nazism  and  sado-masochism.  (See,  for  instance 
the  relatively  mild  example  in  Antonelli’s  letter, 
GCN,  I  January,  1983,  pg.  5.)  Although  not 
every  writer  says  the  same  thing,  three  charges  are 
common:  I)  many  Nazi  leaders  were  themselves 
sado-masochists  or  were  sexuallyunusual;2)  Na¬ 
tional  Socialism  encouraged  S/M  activity:  and  3) 
S/M  was  an  important  underlying  cause  of  Na¬ 
tional  Socialism. 

l)The  first  charge  is  unsubstantiated  by  the 
evidence  we  now  have.  Attempts  to  show  that 
Hitler,  Himmler  and  other  leaders  engaged  in 
S/M  or  other  unusual  sexual  activity  have  either 
turned  up  nothing  at  all,  as  in  the  cases  of  Him¬ 
mler,  Goebbels  and  Goring,  for  example,  or,  in 
the  case  of  Hitler,  have  been  based  upon  accounts 
so  unreliable  that  they  are  unacceptable  to  most 
professional  historians.  A  good  discussion  of  the 
flimsiness  of  such  evidence  is  in  “Hitler  and 
Psychohistory  —  A  Review  Article”  by  Hans 
Gatzke  in  American  Historical  Review  (1973), 
pp.  394-401.  Much  has  been  made  of  SA  leader 
Ernst  Rohm’s  homosexual  proclivities  (actually, 
he  described  himself  as  “bisexual”),  but  he  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  only  such  example  among  the  top 
20-30  Nazis,  which  would  indicate  that  homosex¬ 
uals  were  probably  underrepresented  here  com¬ 
pared  to  their  incidence  in  the  population  at  large. 


Some  Nazi  leaders  may  indeed  have  been 
“kinky,”  but  from  what  we  know  now,  most  of 
them  were  heterosexuals  whose  sexual  activity 
fell  within  the  spectrum  of  “normal”  behavior. 
Indeed,  the  twentieth  century  has  furnished 
numerous  examples  of  the  difficulty,  if  not  im¬ 
possibility,  of  linking  persons’  sexual  behavior  to 
their  political  convictions  or  actions. 

2)  Sexual  brutality  unquestionably  occurred  in 
the  Third  Reich,  particularly  in  its  prisions,  con¬ 
centration  and  extermination  camps.  But  it  would 
be  a  mistake  to  see  this  as  concerted  policy.  The 
Nazis  considered  it,  instead,  a  problem.  Reinhard 
Heydrich  made  sure  that  the  first  mass  killers,  the 
leaders  of  the  Einsatzgruppen,  were  not  brutal 
thugs,  but  “respectable”  members  of  the 
educated  bourgeoisie,  who  had  never  sullied  their 
handsbefore.The  Army  issued  directives  forbid¬ 
ding  soldiers  to  participate  in  “unpleasant  ex¬ 
cesses.”  Sexual  sadism  in  the  extermination 
camps  was  grounds  for  dismissal,  but  in  practice 
the  Nazis  were  unable  or  unwilling  to  eradicate  it, 
probably  because  that  would  have  stood  in  the 
way  of  the  fast  killing  of  as  many  Jews  (and 
others)  as  possible.  For  that,  not  sadism,  was  the 
purpose  of  those  camps;  sexual  brutality  and  cor¬ 
ruption  were  by-products,  which  the  Nazis  dislik¬ 
ed,  but  were  prepared  to  tolerate  to  achieve  their 
political  ends.  (See  Raul  Hilberg,  The  Destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  European  Jews  [Chicago,  1967],  pp. 
214-219,  577-578.)  Whether  sexual  brutality  was 
more  widespread  in  the  Third  Reich’s  prisons  and 


camps  than  it  has  been  in  similar  institutions 
elsewhere  has  not  been  established. 

3)  Since  Wilhelm  Reich,  many  people  have 
tried  to  explain  National  Socialism  by 
psychological  means,  for  which  sexuality  is  a 
subset.  There  is  not  room  in  a  letter  to  rehearse 
the  historical  debate  over  this  question;  suffice  it 
to  say,  however,  that  it  is  quite  debatable. 
Whatever  the  sexual  causes  and  effects  of  Na¬ 
tional  Socialism  turn  out  to  have  been,  and  more 
research  on  this  matter  would  be  most  welcome, 
they  will  certainly  be  part  of  a  larger  complex  of 
political,  economic,  and  social  factors.  The  cur¬ 
rent  discussion,  which,  as  I  have  tried  to  show,  is 
not  based  on  solid  information,  threatens  to  lose 
sight  of  these  other,  important  factors.  This  is 
dangerous  because,  in  thus  misreading  the  past, 
we  risk  misreading  the  present,  too,  and  that  will 
not  help  us  to  change  things  for  the  better. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Isabel  V.  Hull 
Ithaca,  NY 


Have  a  Question? 

BOSTON  LESBIAN  AND  / 
\  GAY  HOTLINE  / 

\  6pm-Midnight,  Mon-Fri  / 

\  (617)  426-9371 
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BOSTON-AREA 
GAY/LESBIAN 
BUSINESS  GUIDE 


WOMEN 

NEW  WORDS 
186  Hampshire  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC., 
P.O.  Box  190, 

373  Commercial  St., 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

CINEMA 


ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St., 

Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
(617)482-4661 

SOUTH  STATION 
CINEMA 

23  South  St.,  Boston,  MA 
(617)423-4340 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)661-0248 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
80  Boylston  St. #855, 
Boston,  MA  02111 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-7573 

INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Rd., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

WOMEN’S  BARS 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston  423-7730 

GYMS 

NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S  GYM 
46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston,  MA 

(617)451-3514 

and 

1261  Cambridge  St. 
Inman  Sq., 

Cambridge,  MA 
(as  of  April  1st) 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


TILE  carpet 

J  &  D  FLOORING  CO. 

SALES  -  INSTALLATIONS 
LINOLEUM  (61  7)  825-5340 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
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A  Disabled  Lesbian  Tells  Her  Story 

No  Longer  Alone 


By  Linda  Gwizdak 

I  am  a  visually  impaired  lesbian 
and  /  want  to  share  my  experiences 
being  politically  active  —  how  I 
developed  politically  and  how  / 
function  as  a  disabled  person  in  an 
able-bodied  world.  In  the  article 
that  follows,  /  begin  with  my 
emerging  awareness  of  society’s 
oppression  of  minorities  and  how 
my  views  and  feelings  were  in¬ 
validated.  As  1  grew  older,  I  also 
grew  politically.  After  /  came  out 
as  a  lesbian,  I  was  able  to  “come 
out”  as  a  disabled  person  and  take 
pride  in  myself  as  a  person  —  a 
person  with  a  life  and  experiences 
worth  sharing  with  others. 

It  is  the  summer  of  1966  —  black 
ghettos  exploding  into  flame  in 
cities  across  the  nation.  I  am  not 
yet  in  high  school.  I  have  just  sur¬ 
vived  the  turmoil  of  years  of 
persecution  at  the  hands  of  violent 
boys  in  junior  high  and  haven’t  yet 
figured  out  this  mass  revolt  of 
blacks.  I  live  in  White  America.  I 
can’t  explain  it,  but  I  feel  drawn  to 
the  plight  of  these  people  living  in 
intense  poverty.  I  see  the  run-down 
tenement  buildings  going  up  in 
flame  on  the  TV  and  in  magazines. 
Why  is  this  happening? 

In  the  fall  of  1966,  I  began  to 
learn  about  racism  through  my 
friend,  a  fat  black  girl  who  wasn’t 
very  well  liked  by  my  fellow  white 
classmates.  I  wasn’t  much  liked  by 
them  either.  My  friend,  Pauline 
and  I  liked  each  other  from  the 
start  —  sharing  our  schoolbooks 
and  our  humanity  with  each  other. 
I  learned  about  racism  and  how  it 
affected  her.  I  saw  how  she  was 
treated  and  that  she  was  treated 
like  I  was.  She  was  one  of  a  tiny 
group  of  blacks  in  the  school  and  I 
was  the  only  disabled  person  there. 
In  her,  I  saw  a  fellow  oppressed 
person  and  I  saw  that  people  were 
oppressed  for  different  reasons. 

At  this  time,  1  didn’t  have  the 
political  awareness  that  I  have 


Linda  Gwizdak  (center)  at 
march  in  Washington  D.C. 

now,  but  a  basic  understanding 
was  there.  I  used  to  fight  with  my 
father  about  racism  and  he  could 
never  understand  why  I  allied 
myself  with  “losers.”  He’d  tell  me 
that  1  would  never  amount  to 
anything  either  —  I  was  a  loser, 
too.  Having  been  raised  in  a  white 
middle  class  setting  in  a  con¬ 
servative  town  in  southern  Con¬ 
necticut,  my  subconscious  feelings 
had  no  fertile  ground  to  grow  in 
and  prosper.  In  my  frustration  and 
intense  isolation,  I  withdrew  into  a 
hardened,  angry  shell  of  a  person.  I 
just  suppressed  my  feelings  and 
went  through  the  motions  of  life.  I 
enjoyed  politics,  but  I  knew  that  I 
had  to  keep  all  my  views  to  myself. 

I  began  to  think  there  was 
something  wrong  with  me.  Along 
with  my  fledgling  awareness  of 
racism,  I  became  aware  of  another 
disturbing  thing.  I  wasn’t  like  the 
other  girls.  I  hated  girls’  clothes 
and  their  past  times.  I  felt  like  a 
cross  between  a  girl  and  a  boy.  My 
mother  tried  to  be  understanding. 
She’d  say,  “You  should  have  been 
born  a  boy  on  a  farm,”  because  of 


my  preference  for  boys’  clothes 
and  my  love  for  animals.  1  loved 
Halloween  because  I  could  dress  as 
a  man.  At  a  high  school  party,  I 
dressed  as  a  hippie  man  and  took 
my  best  girlfriend  dressedas  Yoko 
Ono.  I  enjoyed  it  when  people 
thought  I  was  a  real  guy  with  his 
girl. 

I  somehow  survived  high  school 
and  left  home  in  1970  to  go  to  col¬ 
lege  in  Boston.  This  was  at  the 
height  of  the  Vietnam  War  and  the 
protests.  Once  in  Boston,  I  read 
about  why  people  were  opposed  to 
the  war  and  it  made  a  lot  of  sense 
to  me.  The  plight  of  the  brave  Viet¬ 
namese  people  brought  back  the 
®  old  feelings  of  solidarity  with 
blacks  during  the  '60s.  I  began  to 
go  to  the  demonstrations  on 
Boston  Common.  I  was  still 
politically  naive.  I  used  to  bring  my 
two  totally  blind  friends  to  the 
demonstrations,  and  a  few  times 
we  almost  got  run  over  by  the 
police.  I’d  see  the  police  swing 
clubs  at  protesters  and  tried  to  stay 
out  of  the  way. 

After  I  graduated  from  school,  I 
didn’t  hear  about  any  more 
demonstrations,  so  I  turned  my 
energies  elsewhere.  I  also  suffered 
vision  loss  and  bouts  of  depression. 
I  met  a  group  of  blind  people  with 
whom  I  felt  comfortable.  I  joined 
the  Blind  Leadership  Club  and 
worked  in  mainstream  disabled 
and  blind  affairs  for  the  next 
several  years.  During  this  time,  I 
worked  on  a  weekly  radio  show  for 
blind  people  and  lobbied  for 
legislation  in  the  State  House.  I 
learned  about  how  the  legislature 
worked  and  became  aware  of  the 
realities  of  mainstream  politics. 

I  became  increasingly  aware  of 
the  high  priority  placed  on 
monetary  values  rather  than  on 
human  values.  1  saw  our  bills  lose 
year  after  year  because  of  this.  I 
found  myself  suddenly  making 


sense  out  of  some  of  the  things  the 
leftists  were  saying  to  me  years 
earlier.  1  began  to  make  connec¬ 
tions.  The  government  had  the 
money  for  anything  they  wanted 
while  the  poor  suffered.  And  I  was 
now  one  of  “the  poor.”  I  had  no 
job  and  I  was  always  short  of 
money. 

In  1977,  I  left  Boston  for  Ver¬ 
mont.  During  my  first  summer 
there,  I  realized  I  was  a  lesbian. 
Anita  Bryant’s  campaign  was  in  all 
the  news  media.  I  knew  very  little 
about  homosexuality  so  I  didn’t 
have  all  the  negative  shit  in  my 
head.  Coming  out  was  easy  for  me. 
I  felt  relief  at  finally  discovering 
the  reason  for  my  “differentness” 
other  than  my  disability.  I  had 
already  had  a  hard  time  accepting 
my  vision  loss  because  I  knew  the 
oppression  it  brought  me. 

In  Vermont,  I  helped  found  a 
women’s  center  in  Montpelier.  I 
learned  about  male  domination 
and  sexism.  Things  weren’t  so 
great  when  the  lesbians  were 
becoming  separatist  and  the 
straight  women  left  the  center. 
Later,  I  was  told  by  one  of  the 
straight  women  that  they  felt  I  was 
the  only  lesbian  there  who  treated 
them  with  respect.  Because  I  was  a 
lesbian,  I  wanted  very  much  to  be  a 
part  of  the  lesbian  community.  I 
soon  found  many  lesbian  separa¬ 
tists  to  be  a  very  narrow-minded, 
insensitive  bunch.  They  talked 
“sisterhood,”  but  they  didn’t  treat 
me  like  a  sister. 

Many  of  my  friends  were  into 
butch/femme  roles  and  many  were 
also  addicted  to  alcohol.  And  I  had 
my  visual  disability.  The  PC  crowd 
would  communicate  non-verbally 
in  front  of  me  and  for  three  years  I 
waged  a  lonely  battle  to  get  them  to 
be  sensitive  to  my  needs.  Their 
politics  told  me  that  men  were  the 
enemy.  These  women’s  insensiti- 
Continued  on  page  10 
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A  Woman’s  Own _ 

Marcie  Makes  Out 


By  Andrea  Loewenstein 

Chapter  Seven 

Preface 

In  this,  the  seventh  chapter  of  A 
Woman’s  Own,  emerging  dyke 
Marcie  Linguini  gets  an  intro¬ 
duction  from  her  high  school 
teacher,  Claire  Engelhamburger, 
whose  own  aborted  relationship 
with  masseuse  Friday  Child,  has 
thrown  her  into  a  state  of  Bit¬ 
terness. 

*  *  * 

“Marcie.”  At  the  sound  of  Miss 
Engelhamburger’s  voice,  Marcie’s 
ears  pricked  up  so  high  that  she  had 
to  flatten  them  down,  nonchalantly 
pretending  to  straighten  her  new 
lavoris  earring. 

“Yeah?” 

“Marcie,  there’s  something  I’d 
like  your  help  in.  I  don’t  know  if 
you’ve  met  our  new  student 
teacher,  yet,  Regina  Windycity,  but 
she’s  from  Vassilly  College.  She’s 
just  moved  down  here  and  1  get  the 
feeling  somehow  she’s  having  a 
hard  time.  You  being  a  senior  now, 
and  a  —  let’s  say  —  a  little  more 
sophisticated  than  most  of  the 
students  —  maybe  you  could  kind 
of  give  her  a  hand.” 

“For  Sure,”  answered  our  young 
heroin,  blushing  a  deep  lavender  as 
the  seeds  of  the  Great  Lesbian  Res¬ 


cue  Fantasy  took  root  in  her  re¬ 
ceptive  size  36  triple  D  heart.1 

“Boy!”  Marcie  ejaculated  after 
her  teacher  had  left.  “Gag  me  with 
a  cross  country  ski!  I  wonder  if 
Miss  Engelhamburger  wants  to  fix 
me  up ! ” 

In  an  empty  classroom  strewn 
with  chewing  gum,  used  condoms, 
spent  bullets,  and  other  typical 
debree  of  today’s  teenagers,  the 
new  studenteacher  stood  with  her 
back  to  Marcie,  her  deer-like 
vulnerable  young  shoulder  blades 
explosed,  plucking  off  spitballs 
from  the  blackboard.  As  Marcie 
approached,  she  saw  a  small  stream 
of  very  wet  tears  trailing  across  the 
dusty  floor. 

“Er,  excuse  me,  um  Miss  Windy- 
city,”  she  ventured.  “Ya’  need 
some  help?” 

Just  call  me  Windy,”  murmured 
the  fragile  young  dykette  through 
her  tears,  as  she  turned  to  give  Mar¬ 
cie  a  once  over.  “I’m  alright,  it’s 
just  that  it’s  been  a  hard  day.  Ya’ 


'New  scientific  studies  have  proven  con¬ 
clusively  that  the  right  heartal  lobe  of 
those  lesbians  measuring  higher  than  6 
on  the  sexual  preference  scale  is  a  good 
three  kilo  litres  larger  than  that  of  other 
controlled  substances. 


see,  I  don’t  believe  in  telling  lies  to 
the  young,  so  I  introduced  myself 
first  thing  as  an  amazon-dyke,  and 
it’s  been  hard  ever  since.  Of  course 
there’s  got  to  be  a  purpose  to  all 
this,  I  just  haven’t  figured  it  out 
yet.  I  mean  maybe  I  was  a 
poisonous  snake  in  my  last  reincar¬ 
nation  or  something  and  now  I’m 
getting  it  back  —  Karma,  you 
know.” 

“Uh,  no  I  don’t  think  I’ve  met 
her.  Is  shea  senior?”  asked  Marcie. 
Windy  didn’t  seem  to  comprehend 
her  question. 

“Ya’  know,  you’re  very  cute”, 
she  chafed.  “I  don’t  think  I’ve  seen 
you  around  this  morgue  yet.  The 
only  gay  teachers  I’ve  met  are 
Claire  and  Dickie  but  they’re  so  far 
in  the  closet  they’ve  probably  learn¬ 
ed  to  digest  the  mothballs,  if  ya’ 
know  what  I  mean.  I  dig  your 
lavoris,”  she  added. 

Marcie  swelled  and  glowed. 
“Well,  actually  I’m  —  a  —  well,  a 
senior,”  she  confesed.  “But  most 
of  my  friends,  ya’  know,  are  a  lot 
older.  Like  this  one  friend  of  mine, 
Friday  Child,  she’s  about  thirty  or 
something,  and  we  talk  about 
everything.  She’s  a  masseuse,  ya’ 
know,  at  this  club  I  go  to,  A 
Woman’s  Own. 


“Woman’s  Own?”  Windy  turn¬ 
ed  an  amazingly  warmandsupport- 
ive  smile  on  her  new-found  friend. 
“I  think  I’ve  read  about  that  place 
in  Gay  Controversy  News.  You  all 
go  naked  and  get  off  in  the  steam 
room,  right?  Will  you  take  me 
there?”  And,  just  like  a  little  bird 
that  had  found  its  nest,  Windy’s 

hand  crept  into  Marcie’s  larger  one. 
*  *  * 

Claire  felt  a  million  years  old  as 
she  walked  droopingly  out  to  the 
parking  lot.  She  was  glad  she  had 
matched  Marcie  with  the  new 
teacher.  True,  Windy  was  a  little 
flaky,  but  there  was  something 
about  the  innocence  of  those  four 
big  brown  eyes  ...  As  for  herself, 
she  needed  someone  who  had  been 
around.  Someone  tired  of  the  grind 
and  slime  of  this  community  where 
today’s  lovers  are  tomorrow’s 
sisters-in-law  and  yesterday’s  wick¬ 
ed  step-mothers!  Someone  whose 


world  view  was  as  denigrated, 
degenerated,  hopeless,  and  general¬ 
ly  foul  as  her  own! 

She  drove  straight  to  A  Woman’s 
Own,  barely  glancing  at  a  small 
hard  figure  lifting  incredible 
weights  in  the  weight  room, 
studiously  avoiding  the  massage 
room  where  Friday  plied  her  trade, 
and  plunging  straight  into  the  freez¬ 
ing  pool. 

Little  did  our  Claire  know  of  the 
dangers  that  lurked  so  terrifyingly 
near  the  turbid  surface  this  after¬ 
noon,  or  she  never  would  of  come 
in  the  first  place.  For,  as  the  two 
life-guards  grew  increasingly  ab¬ 
sorbed  in  an  argument  about  the 
relative  merits  of  artificial  in¬ 
semination  with  a  pastry-squirter 
and  a  gravy  ladle,  both  withdrew  to 
the  backroom  to  demonstrate  her 
proven  method!  While  meanwhile  a 
foolhardy  young  womeen  had  sunk 
to  the  bottom.  Now  only  tiny  bub¬ 
bles  rising  to  the  surface  signaled 
her  very  existance! 

When  her  absence  was  noted  the 
swimming  pool  immediately 
disintegrated  into  chaos.  As  the 
emerging  lifeguards  frantically 
blew  whistles,  the  lap-swimmers, 
each  bound  on  being  the  rescuer, 
dove  pointlessly  under  water,  alas 
colliding  only  with  one  other. 

No  one  but  Claire,  who  had 
quickly  withdrawn  to  land,  noticed 
a  slim  muscled  woman  slip  off  her 
weightlifting  gear  and  dive  expres¬ 
sionlessly  to  the  very  spot.  She  had 
soon  retrieved  the  drowning 
maiden,  dropping  her  at  the  feet  of 
the  lifeguards  who  immediately 
Continued  on  page  13 
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RFD: 

A  look  at  the  turbulent  life  of 
“A  Country  Journal  for  Gay 
Men  Everywhere.” 


By  Kenneth  Hale-Wehmann 

Running  Water  Farm  in  the  mountains  of  western 
North  Carolina  is  an  unlikely  place  for  the  editorial 
and  prodution  offices  of  a  national  magazine.  Visitors 
park  their  cars  on  the  gravel  road  and,  after  crossing 
the  “troll  bridge”  over  a  stream  and  leaving  a  dona¬ 
tion  in  the  coffee  can  nailed  to  a  post,  negotiate  the 
deeply  rutted  dirt  road  on  foot  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to 
the  house.  Built  in  the  1920s  out  of  local  chestnut 
wood,  the  house  has  a  large  kitchen  and  a  living 
room  that  doubles  as  the  office,  two  attic  bedrooms 
where  the  mice  dart  about  between  the  tin  roof  and 
the  insulating  plastic,  and  one  and  a  half  bedrooms  at 
the  back.  There  is  electricity,  but  no  telephone;  a 
wood  burning  stove  is  the  sole  source  of  heat.  Run¬ 
ning  water  comes  from  one  of  the  four  springs  on  the 
15-acre  property,  and  serves  the  kitchen  as  well  as  a 
glass-walled  outdoor  shower.  The  nearest  major 
thoroughfare  is  the  Appalachian  Trail. 

But  a  magazine  does  emerge  from  these  woods 
four  times  a  year,  and  it  enters  its  tenth  year  of 
publication  this  fall.  RFD,  “A  Country  Journal  for 
Gay  Men  Everywhere,  ”  is  more  widely  known  that  its 
regular  press  run  of  about  2000  copies  would  in¬ 
dicate;  I  first  made  its  acquaintance  in  England 
through  a  friend  who  had  several  years  of  back 
issues.  At  that  time  I  had  never  seen  a  periodical  like 
it,  and  I  still  haven’t:  radical  commentary  on 
Guatemalan  politics  shares  space  with  directions  for 
canning  the  summer  crop  of  tomatoes,  an  interview 
on  Buddhist  attitudes  towards  gayness,  recipes  for 
herbal  aphrodisiacs,  an  interpretive  essay  on 
environmentalism,  and  a  review  of  a  book  on  male- 
male  rape. 

One  reason  for  this  extravagant  array  of  topics  is 
that  RFD  is  a  reader-written  journal  and  the  readers 
are  a  diverse  group.  First  conceived  as  a  communica¬ 
tions  resource  and  household  helpmate  for  gay  men 
lining  in  rural  areas,  RFD  has  a  considerably  expand¬ 
ed  agenda  these  days.  Non -interventionist  is  the  best 
way  to  describe  the  editorial  policy:  the  editors  ensure 
readability  and  relevance,  but  beyond  that  they  essen¬ 
tially  step  back  and  allow  the  readers  the  run  of  the 
pages.  The  result  is  a  literate  magazine  whose  pages 
are  crammed  with  impassioned  and  opinionated 
writing  that  is  intimately  expressive  of  readers’  own 
lives.  18-hour-a-day  farmers  may  regard  the  poetry 
as  indulgent  and  superfluous,  the  city  dwellers  skip 
the  articles  on  goat  cheese  and  obscure  herbs,  but  the 
sometimes  volatile  mixture  works.  Jocular  and 
somber,  savvy  and  naive,  respectful  and  outrageous, 
RFD  is  a  union  of  opposites,  and  one  constant  in  its 
career  has  been  its  resistance  to  classification. 

The  whole  thing  comes  together  in  a  process  that 
regularly  involves  37  men  in  1 7  states,  not  including 
writers:  four  residents  of  Running  Water  Farm  (DENI, 
Ron  Lambe,  Bill  Murphy,  and  Rocky  Patt)  who  serve 
as  the  coordinating  collective,  21  editors  of  depart¬ 
ments,  and  12  members  of  a  “consulting  circle.” 
Contributors  send  their  work  to  North  Carolina, 
where  the  coordinating  collective  sorts  manuscripts  by 
department  and  forwards  them  to  the  appropriate 
editors.  Department  editors  decide  which  articles  they 
would  like  to  use,  and  correspond  with  writers 
regarding  corrections  and  suggestions.  The  editors 
then  send  all  of  these  articles  to  Running  Water  to  be 
typed  in  column  format  and  laid  out. 

In  addition,  most  issues  are  centered  on  a  feature 
of  10  to  25  pages  which  is  prepared  and  laid  out  by 
a  different  group  each  time.  Some  feature  themse 
have  been  music  (prepared  in  Afton,  Virginia), 
alcoholism  (Cambridge,  Massachusetts) ,  poetry 
(Asheville.  North  Carolina),  erotica  (Atlanta),  and  a 
gay  and  lesbian  gathering  in  New  South  Wales, 
Australia.  This  rotating  feature”  opens  up  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  the  magazine  to  even  more  people,  pro¬ 
vides  a  definite  focus  for  each  issue,  and  involves 
those  who  decide  to  produce  it  in  a  project  that  can 
strengthen  their  own  group's  sense  of  community. 

The  editorial  structure  is  ingenious,  but  more  im¬ 
portantly,  it  works.  Despite  having  to  depend  on 
mails  for  consultations  and  queries  which  would  nor¬ 
mally  be  accomplished  by  a  walk  across  the  ofice  or 
by  a  phone  call,  despite  sundry  parts  of  RFD  being 
assembled  in  physically  distinct  places,  despite  one- 
sixth  to  one-third  of  the  writing  and  layout  being  sent 
in  by  a  collective  which  is  perhaps  unknown  to  the 
people  at  Running  Water,  the  pieces  come  together 
m  a  <  oherent  whole.  All  of  those  involved  donate 
their  time  to  RFD,  and  the  burn-out/drop-out  rate  is 
probably  similar  to  that  of  most  progressive  volunteer 


institutions,  but  another  characteristic  of  such  work  — 
unselfish  commitment  —  is  also  present.  Many  of  the 
people  who  work  on  RFD  consider  their  fellow 
RFDers  co-workers,  friends,  or  lovers,  although  they 
may  never  have  met  each  other.  The  complex  net¬ 
work  that  has  grown  up  to  produce  RFD  —  the  hun¬ 
dreds  of  letters  and  packages  being  exchanged 
among  writers,  editors,  advisers,  and  friends,  carrying 
news,  gossip,  instructions,  criticism,  moral  support, 
and  pleas  for  help  —  is  not  the  product  of  some 
time-management  engineer's  drawing  board,  but 
rather  the  organic  response  to  the  particular  re¬ 
quirements  of  producing  RFD,  and  having  fun  in  the 
bargain.  For  those  who  produce  and  read  RFD,  it 
alleviates  isolation  —  whether  the  physical  isolation  of 
living  in  the  wilderness,  or  the  spiritual  isolation  of  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  city. 

In  this,  RFD  has  remained  true  to  its  origins  and 
admirably  fulfilled  its  founders'  goals.  Stuart  Scofield 
was  living  in  a  small  town  in  Iowa  in  1 974,  and  had 
discovered  that  the  institutions  which  straight  rural 
society  had  devised  to  reduce  isolation  were  largely 
homophobic  and  heterosexist ;  quilting  bees  and 
bingo  offered  small  solace  to  queers.  Lesbians  and 
gay  men  who  decided  to  live  in  a  small  town,  on  a 
farm  or  in  the  wilderness,  could  relieve  isolation  by 
forming  a  gay  commune,  shacking  up  with  a  lover, 
retreating  to  the  city  frequently,  or  learning  to  enjoy 
solitude,  but  all  of  these  options  still  foster  isolation  to 
some  degree.  How  to  have  the  sort  of  wide-spread 
sense  of  support  and  community  long  enjoyed  by 
rural  people,  without  the  sexism  and  homophobia 
rightly  associated  with  small-town  America ?  Even  the 
existing  ‘alternative’  rural  institutions  sometimes  ex¬ 
clude  queers  from  their  ranks:  communes  emphasize 
the  sanctity  of  the  nuclear  family.  The  Mother  Earth 
News  refuses  all  gay -related  display  and  classified 
advertising,  and  so  on. 

Scofield  and  his  friends  began  by  calling  a  couple 
of  conferences  for  rural  gay  people,  and  decided  that 
a  magazine  composed  of  contact  letters,  articles,  and 
artwork  by  readers  would  be  one  step  toward  the 
kind  of  community  that  was  sorely  needed.  RFD  was 
decided  on  as  the  title  because  the  system  of  rural 
free  deliver  (RFD  in  US  Postal  Service  language)  had 
allowed  mail  to  be  delivered  to  people’s  homes  rather 
than  picked  up  in  sometimes  far  away  and  inaccessi¬ 
ble  towns,  therefore  reducing  isolation.  A  call  went 
out:  a  collective  in  Wolf  Creek,  Oregon  agreed  to 
help  the  Iowans  produce  a  magazine;  a  women’s 
press  in  Iowa  City  agreed  to  print  it;  and  enough  sub¬ 
missions  came  in  for  the  first  issue  to  appear  in  the 
fall  of  1974.  Subtitled  “Rustic  Fairy  Dreams,”  this 
issue  began  the  tradition  of  clever  acronyms  for  RFD 
that  has  included  Reality  Finally  Dawns  (for  the 
alcoholism  issue),  Raptuous  Faggot  Debauchery 
(erotica).  Rapport  From  Downunder  (Australia),  and 
Reclaiming  Forgotten  Deserts  (the  American 
Southwest) . 

Several  other  trends  and  traditions  were  established 
early  in  RFD’s  existence  as  well.  From  the  beginning, 
the  contact  letters  section  has  been  the  heart  of  the 
journal.  All  letters  are  published  with  no  change. 

Here,  in  much  more  humane  and  loving  spirit  than 
the  standard  gay  classified  section  (with  men  describ¬ 
ing  themselves  and  others  as  “ ht  hry  hrny  hng"), 
readers  tell  about  themselves  with  the  anticipation  of 
something  more  than  a  one-night  stand.  Some  peo¬ 
ple  are  in  the  city  and  looking  for  a  collective  living  or 
working  arrangement  in  the  country,  some  have  land 
and  need  help  to  develop  it;  there  are  proposals  for 
starting  up  a  band  of  troubadours,  forming  business 
partnerships,  finding  a  life-long  lover.  There  are  solicita¬ 
tions  for  sex,  too,  but  even  these  are  usually  more  in¬ 
teresting  than  the  four  lines  of  abbreviated  statistics 
associated  with  journalistic  sex.  After  all,  one  doesn’t 
drive  150  miles  over  country  roads  for  just  anyone. 
The  letters,  more  consistently  than  any  other  section 
of  RFD,  show  people  struggling  to  establish  a  rural 
gay  community  despite  the  social  and  physical  bar¬ 
riers  to  doing  so. 

RFD  has  been  mobile  from  its  earliest  days.  The  prac¬ 
tice  of  carrying  out  editorial  work  for  a  given  issue  in 
more  than  one  place  was  born  of  necessity,  with  the 
collaboration  between  the  Iowa  and  Oregon  collec¬ 
tives.  The  idea  of  the  floating  feature  comes,  in  part, 
from  the  way  the  entire  production  aspect  floated  in 
the  mid-1970s:  the  first  three  issues  were  produced  in 
Iowa,  the  fourth  in  North  Carolina,  the  fifth  back  in 
Iowa,  the  sixth  in  Washington  state,  the  seventh  in 
Massachusetts,  and  then  several  issues  in  Oregon. 


This  movement  did  not  seem  to  affect  adversely  the 
quality  of  RFD;  in  fact,  the  contributions  of  different 
people  to  succeeding  issues  have  always  infused  the 
journal  with  a  freshness  and  a  variety  of  approaches 
that  most  readers  appreciate. 

Producing  a  64-page  magazine  out  of  a  home¬ 
stead,  where  some  effort  is  also  made  to  live  self- 
sufficiently  (in  the  case  of  Running  Water,  by  main¬ 
taining  a  large  organic  garden,  keeping  bees,  chop¬ 
ping  and  collecting  wood,  and  in  theory,  making 
capital  improvements),  is  not  an  easy  task.  The  ten¬ 
sion  between  keeping  the  property  running  and  get¬ 
ting  out  the  magazine  has  likely  been  a  decisive  in¬ 
fluence  on  the  frequency  of  RFD’s  moves  and  the 
high  turn -over  of  its  staff.  Each  of  its  homes  has  had 
its  own  focus  of  activity,  but  all  of  them  have  been 
places  where  RFD  competed  with  other  essentials  for 
attention.  Another  pattern  in  the  history  of  RFD  is 
that  it  is  a  survivor  of  many  trials,  of  which  its 
nomadics  are  only  one  instance. 

RFD  has  had  a  colorful  history  with  printers. 
Although  hardly  a  skin  mag,  RFD  does  occasionally 
have  photographs  of  nude  men  romping  in  the 
countryside,  and  the  curious  printer  who  stopped  to 
read  any  of  its  sexual /political  content  might  be  pro¬ 
voked.  Many  printers  (mostly  large  general  presses) 
have  refused  to  handle  RFD  or  dropped  it  after  one 
run  because  of  the  subject  matter;  collectively  run  or 
alternative  presses  sometimes  have  too  low  a  volume 
to  offer  competitive  prices.  For  these  reasons  and 
others,  there  was  a  different  printer  for  each  of  five 
recent  issues.  Ron  Lambe,  the  coordinating  editor  at 
Running  Water,  said  that  although  it  is  not  illegal  for 
a  printer  to  reject  material  on  a  gay  subject,  it  is  an 
effective  form  of  censorship.  Lambe  has  reported  the 
incidents  to  the  two  small-press  organizations  to  whicl 
RFD  belongs.  The  current  printer  is  Harbinger  Press 
of  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  a  small  press  which, 
while  not  gay-owned,  supports  radical  causes. 

The  collective  that  published  RFD  in  Wolf  Creek. 
Oregon  was  a  little  more  radical  and  turbulent  than 
that  in  Iowa,  perhaps  because  it  was  a  struggle 
enough  for  the  first  group  simply  to  launch  the  pro¬ 
ject.  The  politics  of  the  Oregonians  made  them  un¬ 
popular  with  both  townspeople  and  their  neighbors 
Womanspirit,  a  women’s  magazine  of  rural  and 
spiritual  life  also  published  in  Wolf  Creek.  RFD  left 
Oregon  a  year  after  its  home  was  destroyed  by  ar¬ 
sonists.  In  the  fall  of  1978,  the  collective  dispersed 
and  one  member,  Faygele  ben  Miriam,  returned  to 
North  Carolina  to  see  if  friends  could  be  persuaded  tc 
adopt  it. 

For  two  years,  until  the  summer  of  1980,  Faygele 
managed  the  business  side  of  RFD  singlehandedly  in 
Elf  land.  North  Carolina,  while  the  editorial  and  pro¬ 
duction  work  was  farmed  out  to  groups  like  LaSIS 
(Louisiana  Sissies  in  Struggle)  in  New  Orleans,  Short 
Mountain  Sanctuary  (a  commune  in  central  Ten¬ 
nessee).  and  the  Atlanta  Fairy  Circle.  Interestingly,  it 
was  during  this  time  of  so  much  movement,  and  in 
makeshift  physical  surroundings,  that  RFD  s  present 
focus,  which  is  much  more  on  the  political  and 
spiritual,  and  less  on  the  rural,  came  to  the  fore. 
Although  some  readers  resent  the  change,  the  fact 
that  RFD  not  only  continued  to  publish  but  also 
began  a  period  of  addressing  new,  difficult  questions 
in  energetic,  creative  ways,  shows  how  the  magazine 
can  turn  adversity  to  its  advantage. 

RFD  came  to  rest  most  recently  at  Running  Water. 
Mikel  Wilson,  who  owned  Running  Water  and  had 
for  two  years  hosted  gatherings  of  gay  men  from 
throughout  the  Southeast,  offered  to  sell  the  land  to 
RFD's  caretaking  collective  in  the  fall  of  1979,  and 
these  four  men  (John  Jones.  Rocky  Patt,  Peter 
Kendrick,  and  Ron  Lambe)  moved  there  at  that  time, 
and  produced  their  first  RFD  in  1980.  RFD  made 
great  demands  both  in  terms  of  time  and  money;  two 
of  the  four  residents  had  to  hold  jobs  in  town  at  any 
given  time,  while  the  other  two  remained  at  Running 
Water.  The  floating  feature,  which  had  been  a  fre¬ 
quent  answer  to  RFD  s  pleas  for  help,  was  made  of¬ 
ficial  in  the  fall  of  1 980  with  a  feature  produced  by  a 
collective  in  Missouri,  on  life  in  the  Ozarks.  In  the 
pring  of  1981,  still  more  changes  occurred:  Rocky 
and  Peter  left  the  collective;  Edwin  Bridges  joined; 
the  network  of  editors  was  formally  instituted,  in 
order  to  take  some  of  the  editorial  burden  off  those  at, 
Running  Water. 

Disagreement  over  RFD’s  changed  perspective 
caused  questions  of  editorial  policy  and  responsibility 
to  readers  to  insinuate  themselves  with  with  new 
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strength.  It  also  emphasized  the  experimental  ethic  of 
RFD  —  a  sort  of  metaphysical  wait-and-see  approach 
to  journalism.  Despite  the  publishing  of  RFD  having 
changed  hands  several  times,  each  succeeding  collec¬ 
tive  has  been  loath  to  issue  an  editorial  policy  as 
such.  One  of  the  ideals  of  RFD  has  always  been  to 
serve  as  an  open  forum  for  readers  to  exchange  in¬ 
formation  on  being  queer  and  living  in  the  country. 

The  current  policy  does  encourage  positive,  non- 
oppressive,  original  writing,  but  beyond  these  basics 
anything,  in  theory,  goes.  Over  the  past  three  years, 
many  more  of  the  contributions  have  been  on  politi¬ 
cal  as  opposed  to  rural  topics,  and  the  original  intent 
of  the  magazine  has  seemed  in  danger  of  being 
eclipsed.  A  recent  survey  of  readers  showed  that 
many  feel  alienated  by  the  use  of  words  like  queer, 
fairy,  faggot,  dyke,  and  sissy,  and  by  “ radical  fairy 
politics”  in  general.  They  wanted  to  see  more  of  the 
articles  on  practical  rural  concerns  that  used  to  share 
pages  with  broader  political  writing.  The  problem  is 
that  RFD  is  still,  as  it  always  has  been,  reader-written 
and  the  number  of  submissions  in  the  Homesteading 
Gardening,  and  Country  Kitchen  departments  has 
steadily  declined,  while  articles  on  spirituality  and  po¬ 
litics  have  poured  in.  RFD  cannot  print  what  its 
readers  do  not  write. 

How  to  explain  that  a  significant  minority  of  read¬ 
ers  apparently  wants  to  put  the  country  back  in  RFD 
while  almost  all  writers  focus  on  altogether  different 
issues?  Ron  Lambe  suggests  several  possibilities.  He 
thinks  some  rural  groups  assume  that  producing  a 
feature  requires  facilities  more  easily  available  in  the 
city,  although  writing  can,  of  course,  be  done  any¬ 
where  and  all  that  is  really  needed  for  the  rest  is  a 
typewriter  and  a  flat  surface  for  layout.  Because 
of  this,  many  features  have  been  produced  in 
the  cities,  and  tend  not  to  reflect  the  practical  side 
of  country  living.  People  who  live  in  the  country 
sometimes  have  less  leisure  to  write,  or  underestimate 
their  ability  to  write  about  their  experiences,  assuming 
that  the  conceptual  acrobatics  of  aspiring  essayists  are  the 
standard  they  need  to  attain  before  submitting  their 
work.  The  editors  try  to  make  it  clear  that  simple 
honest  prose  is  as  welcome  as.  and  often  preferable 
\td.  involved  analysis,  but  the  presence  of  the  latter  in 
RFD  has  had  a  self-perpetuating  effect.  The  reader- 
ship  has  changed  as  well  —  the  survey  conducted  last 


year  showed  that  over  half  of  the  respondents  were 
city-dwellers  and  only  24  percent  of  them  lived  on 
farms  or  in  the  wilderness. 

More  and  more  writers  in  RFD  in  the  past  two 
years  or  so  have  identified  themselves  with  the  radical 
fairy  movement.  The  movement  is  based  on  a  belief 
that  gay  men  have  unique  contributions  to  make  to 
the  transformation  of  the  dominant  culture  of  spiritual 
estrangement  and  economic  alienation,  into  one 
based  on  an  awareness  of  collectivity.  (I  am  treading 
perilously  by  attributing  even  that  much  to  all  fairies, 
considering  the  divergence  of  thought  among  in¬ 
dividuals  in  the  movement.)  Some  fairies  embrace 
paganism  and  mother-religions,  to  which  the  people 
called  fairies  in  medieval  times  belonged,  while  others 
claim  that  nature-centered  religions  are  anachronistic 
in  our  technocracy.  Some  say  cross-dressing  is  a 
radical  act,  while  others  say  it  demeans  women.  Most 
do  share  an  opposition  to  assimilation  into  main¬ 
stream  cultures,  both  gay  and  straight,  having 
become  disillusioned  with  gay  politics  of  the  1970s.  If 
the  tactic  then  was  to  claim  that  queers  could  be 
good  citizens  like  everybody  else,  the  radical  tendency 
now  is  to  regard  that  sort  of  citizenship  as  a  sell-out  at 
best,  a  wholesale  defection  at  worst.  Many  people 
perceive  trends  in  gay  life,  especially  urban  and 
suburban,  which  imitate  the  norms  of  straight  society: 
materialism,  sexual  objectification,  social  insularity  and 
conformism . 

People  put  fairy  ideas  into  practice  in  various  ways 
—  wearing  a  dress  on  the  subway,  performing  anti- 
sexist  men's  music,  doing  grass-roots  political  work, 
attending  gatherings,  living  in  a  cooperative,  refusing 
to  gossip  —  and  RFD  keeps  abreast.  Although  there 
are  points  of  contact  between  fairy  and  country  life  — 
the  concern  for  nature  and  the  environment,  the  net¬ 
work  of  gay /fairy  rural  collectives  —  there  is  also  ten¬ 
sion  between  the  two.  RFD  is  so  far  succeeding  in 
serving  both  constituencies. 

One  of  RFD  s  biggest  experiments  has  been  with  its 
Brothers  Behind  Bars  (BBB)  department,  an  effort  to 
help  another  isolated  population :  gay  prisoners.  Be¬ 
tween  135  free  prisoner  subscriptions,  postage,  and 
the  department's  page  budget,  BBB  is  an  expensive 
undertaking  for  RFD.  It  has  benefited  hundreds  of 
people,  and  it  has  also  caused  numerous  problems 
since  its  inception  in  1976:  the  struggle  has  been  to 
continue  the  meaningful  work  of  BBB,  while  en¬ 
gaging  and  resolving  the  difficulties  that  arise. 

RFD  began  by  printing  letters  from  prisoners  seek¬ 
ing  contact  with  other  prisoners  and  with  people  on 
the  outside.  Prisoners  also  submitted  articles  on  prison 
life,  and  the  section  soon  grew  until  it  was  occupying 
as  much  as  12  percent  of  an  entire  issue,  which 
seemed  excessive,  considering  that  there  are  15 
departments  in  all.  The  editors  began  to  condense  let¬ 
ters  from  prisoners  into  a  classified  ad  format,  with 
mixed  results  —  more  space  for  other  departments, 
but  doubts  about  editing  prisoners’  letters  and  not 
others’.  The  large  size  of  the  program,  difficult  to 
manage  from  Running  Water,  inspired  another  editor¬ 
ial  innovation:  one  department  editor  now  supervises 
eight  coordinators,  each  in  a  different  geographical 
area,  who  stay  informed  as  to  whether  prisoners  in 
their  area  were  receiving  RFD.  and  monitor  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  gay  prisoners  in  general.  RFD.  like  GCN  and 
other  gay  periodicals,  has  been  consistently  withheld 
from  prisoners  in  Texas,  and  Washington  state  re¬ 
fused  the  summer  1982  “Erotica”  issue. 

Although  practically  all  of  the  correspondence  be¬ 
tween  readers  in  and  out  of  prison  is  an  honest  shar¬ 
ing  of  affection  and  information,  a  small  number  of 
readers  on  both  sides  of  the  bars  has  abused  the  en¬ 
forced  anonymity  to  rip  off  people  through  the  mail, 
both  emotionally  and  financially.  The  RFD  collective 
is  concerned  about  the  few  such  cases  it  has  discover¬ 
ed.  and  reluctantly  has  begun  to  print  a  warning 
along  with  the  contact  letters.  One  way  being  con¬ 
sidered  to  give  prisoners  the  voice  they  need  and  de¬ 
serve  is  to  create  a  separate  publication  in  coalition 
with  other  periodicals  concerned  with  gay  prisoners. 
BBB  continues  to  serve  prisoners  as  a  resource  and 
forum,  and  educate  other  readers  about  abuses  and 
conditions  in  prisons.  Its  success  has  depended  on 
the  staff  being  flexible  and  imaginative  in  its  policies 
as  strengths  and  weaknesses  of  the  program  become 
apparent. 

BBB  is  just  one  example  of  RFD’s  delicate  balance 
between  chaos  and  order.  The  people  behind  the 
magazine  have  determined  to  change  their  ways  as 
circumstances  demand,  rather  than  operating  accord 
ing  to  arbitrary,  fixed  policies.  Consequently,  readers 
of  RFD  never  know  quite  what  to  expect  when  a  nei 
issue  arrives  —  Reader’s  Digest  or  Christopher  Street 
this  ain’t.  The  slickness  and  predictability  of  some 
periodicals  is  sacrificed,  but  the  reward  is  a  magazine 
that  involves  its  readers  in  a  continuing  process  of 
creating  not  only  RFD  itself,  but  also  the  actions 
behind  the  words.  RFD  is  irreverent  but  earnest,  the 
subversive  court  jester  to  a  bumbling  culture  it  would 
like  to  depose,  making  way  for  a  saner  life. 

RFD' s  address  is:  Running  Water  Farm,  Route  1. 
Box  127-E,  Bakersville,  North  Carolina  28705.  Sam¬ 
ple  copies  are  $3;  a  one  year  subscription  (four 
issues)  is  $8.50  ($12  for  first  class  or  foreign  surface 
mail). 
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FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon-Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-6pm  Sat  9am-5pm 
Wed.  6  30-8pm  Walk  in  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 

Services  Include 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  dermatology,  infectious  diseases, 
gynecology,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  and 
psychiatry 

•  Board  certified  gay  and  lesbian  physicians  and  nurse  practitioners  available 

•You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screeing  and  vaccine. 

•  Barrier  free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On  Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis  &  treatment  of  sexually 
transmitted  disreases 

12  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


behavior 
associates 
of  boston 


Serving  the  Community 

•  Weight  Control  •  Social  Skills  Training 

•  Anxiety  Reduction  •  Phobias 

•  Depression  •  Hypnosis 

•  Assertiveness  Training  •  Counseling 

•  Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors, 
call  262-9116 

45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


Ward,  Rizzo  &  Lund 

Attorneys  at  law 


•  Relationship  Contracts  •  Immigration 

•  Wills  •  (  avil 

N.  C  Iriminal  Litigation 

•  Dottiest  u  Relations  •  Real 

Estate  Transactions 

•  Corporate  Matters  •  Lstat 

e  Planning 

Two  Park  Square* Boston,  Ma 

ssai  luisetts  02  1 16 

617-426-2020 

GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


FOCUS  counsel* 
ing  and  consul* 
tation  for 
women  and 
their  friends, 
inc. 

short  and  long 
term  therapy 
for  individuals, 
couples,  groups , 
families. 

Insurance  Accepted. 

Inman  Sq.,  Cam* 

bridge 

tel.  876*4488 


LAWRENCE  D.  FARRELL 
LICENSED  THERAPIST 

Individual  and 
Relationship  Issues 
Special  Interest  and 
Experience 
Working  With 
Black  Men  and  Women 

482-0557  By  Appointment 
Insurance  Accepted 


Feeling  lonely  or  depressed 
but  afraid  of  being  close? 

Maybe  you  want  to  change 
things  but  don’t  know  how. 
CHANGE  is  what  Social 
Therapy  is  about. 

Social  Therapy  is  a  pro¬ 
gressive  approach  to  people’s 
everyday  problems. 

The  Boston  Institute  for 
Social  Therapy  and  Research 


sliding  scale 


524-7710 


mmm 


David  Bellville 
AND  ASSOCIATES 


career  counseling 
assertiveness  training 
therapy  for  individuals 
couples,  groups 


Copley  Sq.  (61 7)  739-7803 


TAX  PREPARATION 
AND  PLANNING 

FINANCIAL  COUNSELING 


© 


MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

II  8  RICHARD  AVE. 

jj  CAMBRIDGE,  MA  02140 


492-4234 


healthy  teeth 


they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


Law  School  Bars 
Defense  Recruiters 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  The  Northeastern 
University  Law  School  has  reiter¬ 
ated  an  earlier  position  against 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sex¬ 
ual  preference  by  issuing  a  resolu¬ 
tion  barring  on-campus  recruit¬ 
ment  by  employees  who  practice 
such  discrimination. 

The  resolution  specifically  cites 
the  Defense  Department  as  an  em¬ 
ployer  currently  discriminating  on 
the  basis  of  sex  and  sexual  prefer¬ 
ence.  The  restictions  include  pro¬ 
spective  employers  seeking  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  the  school’s  placement  of¬ 
fice  as  well  as  organizations  which 
provide  work-experience  intern¬ 
ships  for  the  school’s  law  students. 

Such  internships,  known  locally 
as  “co-ops,”  form  a  major  part  of 
the  curriculum  at  the  Northeastern 
Law  School.  Second-  and  third- 
year  students  alternate  three- 
month  periods  of  study  and  “co¬ 
op.” 

Contacted  by  telephone,  Acting 
Dean  Donald  Berman  told  GCN 
the  history  of  the  non-discrimi¬ 
nation  policy  at  Northeastern. 

“In  some  ways  [the  resolution]  is 
much  ado  about  nothing,”  Ber¬ 
man  said,  “because  our  policy  has 
been  very  clear  for  a  number  of 
years  now,  that  we  do  not  discrimi¬ 
nate  in  any  way  against  people  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  preference  and 
we  have  not  had  employers  who  re¬ 
cruit  here  who  have 
discriminated.” 

Berman  said  the  previously  un¬ 
written  policy  was  published  in  the 
school’s  catalog  several  years  ago 
“on  the  quite  reasonable  theory 
that  since  gays  are  discriminated 
against  rather  systematically  in  a 
number  of  places,  they  might  not 
know  of  Northeastern’s  non-dis¬ 
crimination  policy.” 

Kirsten  Bey,  a  law  school  stu¬ 
dent  and  member  of  the  student 
chapter  of  the  National  Lawyers 
Guild,  a  group  which  was  in¬ 
strumental  in  passing  the  resolu¬ 
tion,  told  GCN  the  action  is  par¬ 


ticularly  important  because  while 
the  law  school  has  a  policy  of  non¬ 
discrimination,  the  university  as  a 
whole  does  not. 

“What  really  came  out  of  this,” 
she  explained,  “was  a  clarification 
that  the  law  school  can  have  a 
policy  regarding  sexual  preference 
discrimination  and  that  that  policy 
can  be  different  from  the  rest  of 
the  university.” 

“What  .  you  have  to 
understand,”  added  Berman,  “is 
that  the  law  school  is  under  the 
control  of  the  university.  If  push 
comes  to  shove,  they’re  going  to 
push  and  I’m  going  to  shove.  I 
don’t  know  who  would  eventually 
win  that  battle.  My  feeling  is  that 
our  policy  is  clear.  We  have  pub¬ 
lished  it  in  a  publication  which  had 
university  approval.  It  went 
through  them.” 

Last  summer,  the  U.S.  Army’s 
Judge  Advocate  General  wrote  let¬ 
ters  to  selected  law  schools  with 
non-discrimination  policies, 

threatening  to  cut  off  Defense 
Department  grants  to  parent  uni¬ 
versities  unless  the  law  schools 
allowed  military  recruiters  on  cam¬ 
pus.  So  far,  however,  no  grants 
have  been  cut  off  and  several  law 
schools  have  responded  by  reiter¬ 
ating  their  non-discrimination 
policies. 

“If  [the  Department  of  Defense) 
wants  to  cut  off  the  aid  to  the  uni¬ 
versity,  that’s  a  serious  problem,” 
said  Berman.  “That’s  a  problem 
because  this  university,  unlike  Har¬ 
vard  and  a  number  of  others,  has 
no  endowment  to  fall  back  on. 
This  university  is  much  more 
vulnerable,  it  provides  a  lot  of 
education  to  low-  and  middle- 
income  people,  and  that  would  be 
a  significant  problem.” 

However,  Berman  vowed  to 
stand  firm.  “Our  policy  has  been 
that  we  do  not  discriminate,  our 
policy  is  that  we  do  not  dis¬ 
criminate,  and  as  long  as  I’m  the 
dean,  we  will  not  discriminate,”  he 
said. 


No  Longer  Alone 


Continued  from  page  6 

vity  put  me  into  a  potential  rape 
situation  after  which  my  only 
source  of  comfort  was  a  straight 
male  friend.  I  learned  that  it  isn’t 
so  easy  to  see  who  your  real  enemy 
is. 

This  experience  made  me  leave 
and  I  went  back  to  a  semi-closeted 
existence  and  worked  with  a 
straight  disability  group.  I  felt  so 
torn  —  in  disabled  circles  I  had  to 
keep  my  lesbianism  a  secret;  in 
lesbian  circles,  I  was  an  outsider 
because  of  my  disability  and 
because  I  was  an  independent 
thinker.  The  lesbians  would  talk 
about  how  men  made  women’s 
lives  invalid.  I  couldn’t  help  but 
think  about  how  they  were  making 
my  life  experiences  invalid  just  as 
they  claimed  men  did  to  them! 

With  two  years  of  unemploy¬ 
ment  behind  me  and  a  critically  in¬ 
jured  ego,  I  left  Vermont  and 
returned  to  Boston.  1  had  my 
disabled  friends  and  my  sister  here. 
1  wasn’t  too  eager  to  join  non¬ 
disabled  groups  when  I  came  back. 
But  1  found  that  I  did  a  lot  of 
growing  and  changing  in  the  five 
years  1  was  in  Vermont.  My  blind 
friends  in  Boston  were  just  as  1  had 
left  them.  I  didn’t  feel  too  much  in 
common  with  them  socially  or 
politically.  Then  I  saw  an  item  in 
the  calendar  section  of  GCN.  It 


You  can  get  the  Hepatitis  B  vaccine  and  more  information  in  Boston  through  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center  (267-7573),  Harvard  Community  Health  (661-5400)  or  by  calling  the  Department  of 
Public  Health  (727-2700).  In  other  areas,  call  your  local  Department  of  Public  Health. 


was  a  meeting  of  the  People’s  Anti- 
War  Mobilization  —  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Focus  (PAM).  It  took  me  a 
week  to  decide  to  be  brave  and  go. 
I  was  afraid  of  receiving  the  same 
shit  treatment  I  had  gotten  from 
the  feminist  lesbians. 

This  group  was  different.  1  was 
greeted  by  a  group  of  friendly 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  1  had  ex¬ 
pected  a  stony  silence  when  they 
saw  my  white  cane.  But  I  was 
treated  with  respect  and  they  didn’t 
even  feel  uncomfortable  with  me.  I 
later  learned  that  they  had  worked 
for  a  few  years  with  a  group, 
Disabled  People’s  Liberation  Front 
(DPLF).  I  joined  PAM  and  they 
introduced  me  to  the  DPLF  and  I 
have  been  an  active  member  of 
both  for  over  a  year.  We’ve  had 
our  rough  times  and  misunderstan¬ 
dings,  but  who  doesn’t  when  you 
deal  with  people  of  different 
backgrounds?  I  am  a  valued  and 
liked  member,  and  I’ve  learned  a 
lot  from  them. 

*  *  * 

I  see  a  lot  of  people  learning  to 
connect  struggles,  yet  we  still  have 
our  painful  and  trying  times.  One 
of  the  more  hurtful  times  for  me 
was  around  last  year’s  Boston 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride.  The  good 
part  was  that  the  Pride  rally  had 
the  first  disabled  gay  speaker  ever. 
The  hurtful  part  was  that  this  fact 
was  ignored  by  GCN  in  its 
coverage.  I  was  that  disabled 
speaker  and  I  had  also  been  a 
steady  volunteer  worker  on  the 
paper  for  the  past  year.  My  speech 

Continued  on  page  12 
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Music _ 

Sweet  Honey, 

Sweet  Inspiration 


Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 

at  1330  Beacon  St., 
corner  of  Harvard  St. 
"Promoting  Optimum  Health 
Through  Chiropractic  Care" 
Introduction  to  Chiropractic  Health  talk 
Every  Wednesday  at  7  30  P.M.  — 
Call  for  seating. 

FREE  CONSULTATIONS 
734-7744 


Dr.  Edward  Cohen 


The  ‘loctoi  i : .  a  ... . .  i  .  •  ...  ;  wiii 

interest  his  patients  in  the  care  ot  the  human  rr.ime  in  diet 
and  the  cause  and  prevention  ot  disease 

-  Thomas  A  Edison 


Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock,  left  to  right:  Ysaye  Barnwell,  Evelyn  Harris,  Aisha  Kahil,  Bernice  Reagon,  and  Yasmeen 
Williams. 


Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  in  con¬ 
cert  at  the  Strand  Theater,  Dor¬ 
chester,  Massachusetts.  Saturday, 
February  26,  1983.  Produced  by 
Allegro  Productions. 

By  Veneita  Porter 

Allegra  Productions  has  done  it 
again,  bringing  another  memorable 
evening  of  music  to  the  area.  Last 
Saturday  night,  Sweet  Honey  in 
the  Rock  did  up  Beantown  in  their 
usual  splendid  style,  blending 
presence,  politics  and  poetry  with 
their  unique  a  cappella  harmony. 

The  DC-based  group  has  been  in 
existence  for  nearly  ten  years  and 
their  founder,  Bernice  Reagon, 
continues  to  be  the  group’s  spokes¬ 
woman.  Sweet  Honey  has  always 
aimed  for  the  political  heart  of  the 
matter  and  this  concert  was  no  ex¬ 
ception.  The  first  set  of  the  evening 
was  a  varied  selection  of  a  dozen 
songs  beginning  with  “Joanne  Lit¬ 
tle”  and  ranging  from  the  gospel 
song,  “What  A  Friend  We  Have  in 
Jesus,”  to  a  musical  rendition  of 
the  June  Jordan  poem,  “Seven 
Day  Kiss”  (“Alla  That’s  All  Right, 
But”). 

Sweet  Honey’s  five  members 
(Reagon,  Evelyn  Harris,  Yasmeen 
Williams,  Ysaye  Barnwell,  and 
Aisha  Kahil)  and  their  sign 
language  interpreter,  Shirley 
Johnson,  took  the  audience  on  a 
musical  journey  —  from  prison 
cells  (of  Joanne  Little  and  the 
Wilmington  10)  through  the  life  of 
an  elder  with  “Sweet  Bird  of 
Youth,”  and  into  the  beyond  with 
“Breaths,”  a  song  about  reincar¬ 
nation  and  the  continuum  of  life 
(“Listen  more  often  to  things  than 
to  beings  .  .  .  Tis  the  ancestors’ 
breath/When  the  fire’s  voice  is 
heard  .  .  .”).  Wherever  Sweet 
Honey  in  the  Rock  led  the  au- 


Correction 
Reagon  Interview 

In  last  week’s  interview  with 
Bernice  Reagon  of  Sweet 
Honey  in  the  Rock,  Ms.- 
Reagon  was  accidentally  mis¬ 
quoted.  The  sentence,  appear¬ 
ing  on  page  12,  which  reads 
“And  these  twisted  people,  they 
said,  ‘What’s  wrong  with 
feminists?’  ”  was  mistakeningly 
changed  during  proofreading. 
The  sentence  should  actually 
read:  “And  this  twisted  people 
.  .  .”  GCN  apologizes  profuse¬ 
ly  for  the  error  and  acknow¬ 
ledges  that  the  error  seriously 
misrepresented  Ms.  Reagon’s 
view  of  feminists. 


dience  followed. 

Listeners  simply  cannot  be 
passive  at  Sweet  Honey  concerts  — 
the  group  brings  out  an  instinctive, 
almost  primal,  force.  As  Reagon 
said  at  this  concert,  “.  .  .  in  group 
singing  you  have  the  energy  of  a 
people  —  those  who  have  struggled 
so  we  can  be  sitting  here.”  Certain¬ 
ly,  that  energy  was  embodied  in 
these  six  women  and  the  audience 
felt  their  charge. 

The  second  part  of  the  evening 
began  with  a  raffle  of  a  quilt,  an 
afghan,  and  a  stained  glass  butter¬ 
fly  made  by  inmates  at  MCI 
(Massachusetts  Correctional  Insti¬ 
tute  ),  Framingham.  Proceeds 
from  the  raffle  and  a  bake  sale 
went  to  Aid  to  Incarcerated 
Mothers  (AIM),  the  concert’s  co¬ 
sponsor.  AIM  was  founded  in 
1979  by  prisoners  at  the  state’s  only 
women’s  prison,  to  enable  mothers 
to  see  their  children.  The  group 
also  helps  inmates  with  the  com¬ 
plexities  of  custody  and  adoption 
problems  and  works  to  provide  ad¬ 
vocacy  for  inmates  in  court  and 
other  legal  and  social  service 
agencies. 

After  the  raffle,  which  raised 
over  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  Sweet 
Honey  started  out  with  a  medley  of 
Civil  Rights  movement  songs 
(“This  little  Light,”  “Oh, 
Freedom,”  “We  Shall 
Overcome,”  and  others)  and  a 
word  to  the  wise  from  Reagon: 
“Defining  our  own  oppression  is 
not  enough  ...  we  have  to  feel 
and  understand  one  another’s 

Strike 

Continued  from  page  1 
on  the  eve  of  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board’s  prosecution  of 
these  alleged  contract  infractions. 

By  press  time,  neither  Limerick 
nor  his  attorney  had  returned 
GCN1  s  phone  calls  to  respond  to 
these  allegations. 

The  new  contract,  according  to 
Sue  Karp  of  Local  925,  also  con¬ 
tains  a  “unique  protection  of  job 
security,  which  has  long  been  a 
problem  [because]  the  answering 
services  repeatedly  changed 
hands.”  Limerick  is  now  personal¬ 
ly  liable  if  the  new  owners,  Ted  and 
Brook  Kamsler  of  California, 
default  on  their  obligations  to  the 
employees. 

Union  officials  attribute  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  strike,  one  of  the  longest 
in  the  state’s  history,  to  the  fact 
that  the  employees,  almost  all  of 
whom  are  women,  stuck  together; 
no  one  abandoned  or  blamed  the 
lesbians  or  the  union-activists  when 
Limerick  began  slashing  pay- 


problems  and  work  together.” 
This  portion  of  the  program  was 
reminiscent  of  Sweet  Honey’s 
earlier  work.  Haunting  and  pain¬ 
fully  on-target  songs,  like  “Echos 
of  the  Past” (about  the  Wilmington 
10),  reminded  us  that  racism  and 
political  repression  are  recurring 
nightmares. 

The  music  became  slightly  more 
upbeat,  but  no  less  political,  with 
the  wonderful  reggae-ish  “More 
Than  A  Pay  Check,”  enthusiastic¬ 
ally  led  by  Ysaye  Barnell.  The  song 
is  humorous  yet  dead  serious  at  the 
same  time,  speaking  to  the  hazards 
faced  by  workers  who  take  home 
“more  than  just  a  pay  check”: 
“stress,  radiation,  asbestosis, 
brown  and  black  lung  disease.” 

Sweet  Honey  also  introduced 
new  songs  which  featured  the 
group  making  the  delightful 
sounds  of  instruments  in  a  jazz 
combo.  The  closing  numbers  were 
also  new  material,  about  a  cowboy 
president  and  the  present  day  reali¬ 
ty  of  the  bomb.  Sweet  Honey  was 
given  lengthy  standing  ovations 
and  came  back  for  three  encores. 

These  women’s  vocal  versatility 
blends  power,  sensousness,  and 
rage.  Their  courage  and  commit¬ 
ment  brings  us  together,  to  rock 
us,  to  move  us  all.  Black  and 
white,  elders,  children,  women, 
men,  gay  and  straight  —  all  came 
together  at  this  concert  —  and 
leaving  our  differences  at  the  door 
we  were  taken  in  by  Sweet  Honey 
in  the  Rock’s  sweet  inspiration. 


checks. 

Union  president  Doreen 
Lavasseur  added  that  lesbians  were 
among  the  most  dedicated  strikers. 
“I  think  this  has  a  lot  to  do  with 
the  fact  they  they’ve  had  to  learn  to 
cope  with  the  discrimination  they 
face.  These  people  really  fight, 
really  stick  to  it,”  said  Lavasseur. 

The  success  is  also  a  result  of  a 
client  campaign  that  reduced  the 
service’s  business  by  two  thirds  and 
widespread  support  for  the  strikers 
from  clergy,  community  groups  in 
Massachusetts  and  organized  labor 
around  the  country,  according  to 
Lavasseur. 

Over  half  of  the  strikers  returned 
to  their  jobs  this  week.  There,  they 
are  facing  “many  problems,”  said 
Leanne  Kukla,  a  lesbian  employee. 
“We  have  too  few  accounts  and 
too  few  hands.  But  we’re  glad 
we’ve  got  our  old  work  place  back 
like  it  was  —  with  no  trouble  about 
blacks  or  lesbians  or  the  union 
(supporters).”  , 


GLG 

g  Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling  Services 

Announces  the  formation  of  two  groups  for  lesbians 

•  ONGOING  THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  LESBIANS 

•  SUPPORT  GROUP  FOR  LESBIANS  IN  CLOSE 
RELATIONSHIPS  WITH  INCEST  SURVIVORS 

SLIDING  FEE  SCALE/INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

For  information  on  these  and  other  services  please  call 

542-5188 

Formerly  HCHS  -  Established  1971 


Dr.  Scott  E.  Borrelli 

Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist 
2  Park  Sq.,  Boston 
339  Salem  St.,  Wakefield 


Individual  Psychotherapy 
Stress  Management  Couples  Counseling 
Anxiety  Relief  Depression 

Health  Insurance  Accepted 

246-3275 


□  $62  Three  years 

□  $43.50  Two  years 

□  $25  one  year 


To  Gay  Community  News 

□  $15  Twenty-five  weeks 

□  $10  Twenty-five  weeks 
(Low  Income) 

□  $8  Twelve  weeks 
Add  30%  for  foreign 

Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
thank  you 

name_ _ _ 

address  _ 

city _ 


state. 


□  New  □  Renewal  Please  pay  by  check  if  possible 


Mail  with  payment  to: 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.  Boston,  MA  02111 


□  I  am  donating  $ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a 

prisoner 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  giftcard. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN 


GCN  is  available  on  microfilm 
□  $22  volume  (indiv.)  □  $28  (inst.) 

□  $160  complete  set  of  vois.  1-7 
All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  "GCN".  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mail.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
and  is  never  told  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 
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Mobilization  for  Survival  and  Redwood  Records  Present 


Sunday,  April  lOth,  4  p.m.  and  8  p.m. 

Berklee  Performance  Center 

All  Tickets  $9  Reserved  Seating 


wcoccooceooa 


TICKETS  ON  SALE  MARCH  5: 


Childcare  by  reservation-call  354-0008 
by  April  6th 
ASL  Interpreted 

For  TTY  reservations  only  call  354-8807 
(Cambridge  Women's  Center) 


•Mobilization  for  Survival 
(727  Mass.  Ave.,  Camb.) 
•Berklee  Performance  Center  Box 
Office 

•  Glad  Day  Books 

•  Out-of-Town  Ticket  Agency 
•Concert  Charge  497-1118 
•Strawberries 


MAIL  ORDER:  Send  money  order  and  self- 
addressed  stamped  envelope  to:  Mobili¬ 
zation  for  Survival,  727  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam- 
bride,  MA  02139  by  April  1st. 


For  More  Information  Call  354*0008. 


Hit  Parade  Presents 


MOTOWN 


AT  METRO 


Featuring  New  York  favorites  Michael  Musto  and  THE  MUST 

Mr.  Sylvia  Sidney,  Emcee 
Diana  Ross  Look-Alike  Contest 

(Winner  to  receive  2  Tickets  to  Bette  Midler  Concert  at  The  Orpheum  Theatre) 

And  Your  Favorite  Motown  Golden  Oldies 
Throughout  The  Night 

Date:  Sunday  March  13,  1983 
Time:  9  pm 

Admission:  $2 


tri*an«ta*fiMou  \,  tre-an-ta-’fe-liiXw  1:  attorney  at  law 
2:  traditional  lawyering  for  the  non-traditional  family 
3:  DIVORCE,  CONTRACTS,  WILLS,  REAL  ESTATE, 
BUSINESS  PROBLEMS,  PERSONAL  INJURY,  WORKER’S 
COMPENSATION,  MEDIATION,  NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATIONS,  TAXES,  CRIMINAL  &  CIVIL  LITIGATION, 
syn  see  katherine  triantafillou,  14  beacon  street, 
boston,  massachusetts,  02108,  (617)  723-6327 


No  Longer  Alone 

Continued from  page  1 0 


was  about  how  we  disabled  folks 
are  made  invisible  in  an  able- 
bodied  world,  just  as  lesbians  and 
gays  are  made  invisible  in  a 
heterosexist  world.  I  felt  angry  and 
let  down  by  the  people  who  knew 
me.  I  felt  I’d  been  made  invisible.  I 
was  surprised  that  GCN  had  done 
this  since  the  paper  has  a  pro¬ 
gressive  history  and  has  published 
some  excellent  and  sensitive  articles 
on  disabilities.  When  the  fire  hit  in 
July,  I  felt  it  wouldn’t  be  produc¬ 
tive  to  be  bitter  and  vindictive 
towards  something  I  see  as  a 


the  only  openly  lesbian  disabled 
person.  DPLF  is  all  straight,  but 
supportive  of  lesbians  and  gays. 
Many  times  I  feel  a  conflict 
because  I  want  to  march  with  dis¬ 
abled  people  and  I  want  to  march 
with  gays.  One  of  my  friends  feels 
a  similar  conflict  because  he  is  both 
disabled  and  black. 

Sometimes  I  feel  that  I’m  fight¬ 
ing  an  uphill  battle.  It  makes  me 
sad  that  other  disabled  lesbians  and 
gays  are  out  there  but  aren’t  “out” 
as  disabled  gay  people.  I  almost 
feel  like  a  token  or  spokesperson 


Here  are  some  guidelines  on  how  to  make  your  events  accessible  to 
disabled  people: 

1.  Make  sure  march  route  is  easy  for  wheelchair  users,  those  on 
crutches  and  elderly  people.  The  route  should  not  be  too  hilly  or  in¬ 
clude  stairs  and  curbs.  If  the  march  is  long,  have  vans  or  cars  to 
transport  those  who  can’t  walk  the  distance.  Also,  have  disabled 
people  marching  near  the  front  of  the  march  to  prevent  them  from 
being  left  behind  by  the  faster  able-bodied  marchers. 

2.  Disabled  persons  should  speak  at  rallies  and  meetings.  This  is  as 
important  as  having  Third  World,  lesbian,  gay  and  women  speakers. 

3.  Rallies  and  meetings  should  only  be  held  in  accessible  buildings 
and  areas.  Also,  provide  interpreters  for  deaf  people. 

4.  Publicity  flyers  should  announce  whether  or  not  the  place  is 
fully  accessible.  For  example:  “Wheelchair  Accessible”  —  needs  no 
assistance;  “Wheelchair  Assistance” — person  needs  some  help.  This 
should  refer  to  entrances  and  restroom  facilities. 

5.  One  or  more  medical  personnel  should  be  on  hand  in  case  of 
need.  Recently  a  man  suffered  a  heart  attack  on  our  bus  on  the  way 
back  from  a  demonstration  in  Washington,  D.C.  Luckily,  there  was 
a  nurse  with  us. 

6.  Guides  should  be  selected  ahead  of  time  to  assist  blind  people 
or  to  push  wheelchairs  at  events. 

7.  Security  should  be  ready  to  assist  disabled  people  in  the  event 
of  trouble. 

8.  Money  should  be  raised  to  subsidize  poor  and  disabled  people 
for  transportation  to  the  demonstration.  Taking  donation  cans  to 
events  is  a  good  idea.  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of  APC  recently 
raised  $100  for  this  purpose  at  an  event.  We  can  fully  subsidize  three 
poor  people  so  they  can  go  to  Washington  D.C.  for  a  demonstration. 
This  way,  many  people  get  to  go  who  otherwise  might  not  have  the 
opportunity. 

9.  Special  leafletting  should  be  done  to  appeal  to  the  disabled 
community.  For  instance,  for  the  Anti-Klan  demonstration,  we  let 
disabled  people  know  that  the  Klan  is  our  enemy  too,  because  they 
are  in  favor  of  the  budget  cuts  that  are  devestating  our  community. 

10.  Be  open  and  willing  to  learn  from  your  disabled  sisters  and 
brothers.  Fear  and  distrust  keep  all  oppressed.  Fighting  together  wins 
LIBERATION  FOR  ALL. 


valuable  part  of  our  community. 

I  also  find  it  painful  that  dis¬ 
abled  people  and  our  needs  are  ig¬ 
nored  by  most  of  the  movement. 
When  I  go  to  demonstrations  local¬ 
ly  or  nationally  there  is  almost 
always  a  disabled  contingent,  but  I 
continually  find  that  very  few 
groups  are  sensitive  to  accessibility 
at  these  events.  Last  year,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  I  went  with  a  disabled  con¬ 
tingent  to  Washington,  D.C.  to 
protest  U.S.  involvement  in  El 
Salvador. 

When  we  arrived,  we  discovered 
that  the  buses  had  left  us  a  long 
walk  and  a  lot  of  stairs  away  from 
the  assembly  area.  We  had  a  few 
people  in  wheelchairs  with  us.  To 
reach  a  spot  to  get  into  the  march, 
we  had  to  negotiate  steps  and 
rough  ground  which  made  it  dif¬ 
ficult  for  those  in  wheelchairs  and 
blind  people.  The  march  security 
refused  to  allow  us  to  go  through 
their  line,  which  was  a  more  ac¬ 
cessible  spot  in  the  park.  Then  we 
were  almost  knocked  down  by 
police  horses  on  the  steps.  DPLF 
people  talked  to  organizers  after 
the  event  about  these  problems. 
We  have  found  that  very  few 
groups  want  to  deal  with  disability 
as  a  political  issue  —  just  as  they 
refuse  to  deal  with  lesbian  and  gay 
issues. 

*  *  * 

At  demonstrations  and  other 
political  events,  I  find  I’m  always 


for  all  the  disabled  gays  out  there 
who,  for  whatever  reason,  can’t  be 
out.  I  have  yet  to  see  a  disabled 
contingent  at  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride.  I  do  not  condemn  people  for 
not  being  out.  I  know  that  many 
disabled  gays  have  very  real  and 
valid  reasons  to  stay  closeted.  But 
on  the  other  hand,  it  is  only  the 
strength  coming  out  in  numbers 
that  will  change  the  rotten  attitudes 
the  social  service  apparatus  and 
society  has  toward  us.  I  find  such 
intense  fear  among  the  straight 
disabled  as  well.  Someday  the  day 
will  come  when  disabled  gays  can 
come  out  in  force  to  demand  our 
liberation  from  this  oppressive, 
paternalistic  society.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  I’m  here  making  what  little 
inroads  that  1  can  by  just  being  me 
and  being  active  in  the  world 
around  me. 

Over  the  years  I  have  worked 
with  many  different  people.  Third 
World  people,  people  with  dis¬ 
abilities  different  from  mine, 
wonderfully  supportive  straight 
and  gay  men  and  women.  Through 
these  people  I  learned  to  accept 
myself  and  to  understand  my  self¬ 
oppression.  I  realized  that  my 
struggles  were  no  longer  mine 
alone  to  fight  alone.  We’ve  all  felt 
the  same  frustrations  and  suffered 
similar  kinds  of  oppression.  But 
the  liberating  part  is  our  common 
struggle  for  a  better  life  for  all  of 
us. 


TERRENCE  T.  SWEENEY 

_ Attorney  At  Law _ 

Living-Together  Agreements»Business  Problems 
Landlord  X  Tenant  .  Wills  &  Probate  .  Criminal 
Domestic  Relations  •  Trusts  •  Personal  Injury 
Consumer  issues  •  Real  Estate 

SNYDER  AND  SWEENEY 

10  2  Union  Wharf  Boston  02109 

Telephone:  227-0606 


Marcie 

Continued from  page  7 
resusitated  her. 

“Ass,”  the  handsome  stranger 
sneered  to  Claire  out  the  side  of  her 
mouth.  “What  the  hell  did  she  ex¬ 
pect,  swimming  with  fifty  pound 
weights  on  each  arm.”  Claire  stared 
admiringly  at  the  high-cheekboned, 
worn  face  whose  expression  of  ran¬ 
dom  lust  seemed  to  rest  on  her  own 
body.” 

“Name’s  Jo  Burke,”  she  now  in¬ 
troduced  herself  gruffly.  “You’re 
Claire.  I’m  in  from  New  York  for 
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the  day.  I  want  you.  Will  you  come 
home  with  me?” 

Wordlessly,  Claire  nodded.  As 
she  made  her  way  out  the  door  with 
Jo  she  heard  the  high  birdlike 
voices  of  Marcie  and  Windy, 
squealing  in  the  steam  room.  She 
noticed  Friday  pausing  in  her 
massage  to  deposit  a  longing  and 
deeply  jealous  glance  at  her  and  her 
new  companion.  And  she  quickly 
read  a  new  poem,  penned  in  ex¬ 
tremis  by  Ida  Littleneck,  and 
posted  on  the  pool  door. 


We  come  here  to  relax  not  to  be 
upset 

All  of  us  will  have  nightmares 
tonight, 

On  that  you  can  bet. 

So  do  Ida  a  favor,  follow  this 
rule — 

If  you  feel  like  drowning 
Keep  out  of  the  pool. 

For  this  chapter  the  author  thanks 
S.S.  and  J.I.  for  their  suggestions. 
Remember,  there  are  only  three 
more  chapters  to  A  Woman’sOwn. 
This  is  your  last  chance  to  make  this 
YOUR  SOAP  OPERA! 


“ONE  OF  THE  MOST 
BEAUTIFUL  FILMS 
I’VE  EVER  SEEN. 

I  CANNOT  IMAGINE  ANY 
CIVILIZED  MOVIEGOER 
PASSING  UP... 

THE  STATIONMASTER’S 

—Andrew  Sarris,  Village  Voice 

“SAVAGELY  SATIRICAL  AND  LUSHLY 
ENTERTAINING,  ‘The  Stationmaster’s 
Wife’  taps  Fassbinder’s  genius!’ 


Corrections 

In  our  February  28  issue,  the 
photographs  of  the  Second 
Annual  Oasis  Awards  were 
taken  by  Susan  Fleischmann. 
GCN  apologizes  for  neglecting 
to  credit  her. 

Also  in  that  issue,  several 
sentences  were  inadvertantly 
transposed  during  the  layout  of 
Maida  Tilchen’s  centerspread 
article,  “Hold  On  To  That 
Dream.”  The  paragraph  be¬ 
ginning  at  the  bottom  of  first 
column  is  reproduced  correctly 
below.  GCN  apologizes  for 
this  error. 

“When  they  first  began 
playing  women’s  music,  Nancy 
and  Suzanne  were  caught  up  in 
the  idealism  with  which  the  les¬ 
bian  feminist  community  was 
born.  The  Berkeley  Women’s 
Music  Collective  stressed  an  in¬ 
novative  collective  structure 
and  politically  relevant  lyrics. 
Their  disdain  of  male  institu¬ 
tions  and  values  provided  an 
opportunity  for  five  somewhat 
neophyte  guitarists  to  have  the 
confidence  to  form  a  band  and 
find  an  audience.  Back  in  1973, 
the  hope  of  many,  and  even  the 
steadfast  belief  of  some,  was 
that  the  women’s  community 
could  develop  structures  which 
would  provide  vocations  for 
women,  independent  of  male 
institutions  and  male  participa¬ 
tion.  In  choosing  to  put  the 
major  part  of  their  vocational 
energies  into  a  “career”  in 
feminist  alternatives  such  as 
women’s  music,  many  women 
essentially  gambled  that  the 
future  would  validate  their 
decision.” 


A  Film  by  GILLIAN  ARMSTRONG 
Starring  JO  KENNEDY  and  ROSS  O  DONOVAN  •  MARGO  LEE* MAX  CULLEN* PAT  EVISON*  JOHN  O  MAY* 
NED  LANDER  and  THE  SWINGERS  Director  of  Photography  RUSSELL  BOYD  ACS  Costumes  Designed  by 
LUCIANA  ARRIGHI  and  TERRY  RYAN  Musical  Director  MARK  MOFFATT  Production  Designer  BRIAN  THOMSON 
Screenplay  by  STEPHEN  MACLEAN  Editor  NICHOLAS  BEAUMAN  Associate  Producer  STEPHEN  MACLEAN 
Produced  by  DAVID  ELFlCK  and  RICHARD  BRENNAN  Directed  by  GILLIAN  ARMSTRONG  Original  Soundtrack 
on  OZ-A&M  Records  A  Palm  Beach  Picture  Made  m  Association  with  the  Australian  Film  Commission 
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1:15,  3:00,  4:45,  6:30,  8:15, 10:05 

[ioQTMiM.  Ave. Cambridge  888-3600 1 


A  BENEFIT  ORGAN  CONCERT 

for  the 

GA  Y  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

CHRISTA  RAKICH  PLAYS 
BACH  et.al. 


Friday,  March  18,  1983  at  8pm 

Old  West  Church 
131  Cambridge  Street 
(near  Government  Center) 
Boston 

Donation:  $3.00/$5.00 


—Richard  Freedman,  Newhouse  Newspapers 


“Elisabeth  Trissenaar 
sets  the  night 
ablaze  with  her 
Lorelei  beauty  and 
passion!’ 
—Richard  Corliss, 
Time  Magazine 


THE 


RAINER  WERNER  FASSBINDER 


Exclusive  Engagement 
1:00-3:10-5:20-7:30-9:45 


BEACON  HILL'1 

1  Beacon  at  Tremont  723  8110 


STATION  MASTER'S 
WIFE 

( BOLWItSER ) 


AUegra  Productions  ai  j  the  Women's  Alcoholism  Program  of  CASPAR  present 


MARGIE  ADAM  AND 
THE  HARP  BAND 

Friday  &  Saturday,  March  18  &  19 
8:00  p.m..  New  England  Life  Hall 
225  Clarendon  Street,  Boston 

Tickets:  $8.50  regular;  $9.50  contributing;  $1 1 .50  supporting; 
$4.50  under  16  and  over  oO.  Reserved  seating. 

Tickets  available  from  Red  Book,  Glad  Day,  Out  of  Town,  and  Concert 
Charge  or  by  mail.  Send  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to  Aliegra 
Productions,  267  Allston  St. ,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. 


•  Sign  language  interpreted  by  Atleen 
O'Neill  (Friday  show  only). 

•  Tickets  for  hearing  impaired  persons 
and  their  friends  only:  contact  Nancy 
Becker,  or  send  a  check  payable  to: 
DEAF,  Inc.,  215  Brighton  Ave. 
Allston,  MA  02134. 

•  Childcare  available  by  reservation 
only.  Call  547-1378  by  March  15. 


•  Wheelchair  accessible 

•  Guides  available  for  the  blind. 

•  Limited  transportation  available  for 
disabled  and  elderly  persons  (van, 
no  lift).  Call  547-1378  by  March  15. 

•  Tickets  for  disabled  persons  and 
their  friends  only:  contact  Mary 
Fitzgerald.  Boston  Self  Help  Center, 
f8  Williston  Rd.,  Brookline,  277-0080. 


Partial  proceeds  to  benefit  the  Women's  Alcoholism  Program  of  CASPAR  Inc 
For  more  information,  call  547- 1378  or  bol  l  310 


&  noD 

■non.  -  sexist 

TASS  OVER. 

Afasaeta.K. 

In  HEBREW/ENGLISH 
and  transliteration 

$3.75  /Hagadah 

includes  postage 

546  59th  St. 
Oakland,  CA  94609 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-4340 


-  DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK  - 

KANSAS  CITY  TRUCKING 
plus  CO-HIT 


IN  THE  NAME  OF  LEATHER 

2  )  F.F.A.  X 


Boston's  Best  AH  Mate  Show! 


THE  FINEST  X-RATED  ALL  MALE  MOVIES.  NOW  IN  BOTH  CINEMAS  1  &  2 

204  tremont  st. 
482-4661 

•  NEW  SHOW  WEEKLY  DIRECT  FROM  SAN  FRANCISCO* 

.  CONTINUOUS  FROM  10  A  M  • 


MS’  jj 


0 


FIREBALL 

B.Y.O.B. 


INITIATION  RITES 
LONG  JOHN 


New  TV  Lounge  Featuring  Best  in  Gay  Video  Plus  Special  Sports 


Classifieds 


HELP  MAKE  APRIL  FOOL 
A  HOWLING  SUCCESS 

Put  in  a  sassy  classy 
Be  funny  with  your  honey 
For  just  half  the  money. 

That's  right. 

Join  us  in  a  big  put-on. 
Send  in  a  wacky  personal 
Mark  it  "For  April  fools 
CLASSIFIEDS" 
and  you  can  pay  just  half 
the  regular  personal  rate. 
This  is  just  for  fun 
just  for  kicks 
so  get  in  your  licks. 
Hurry.  There's  not  much  time 
End  of  rhyme 


PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
A  year  ago 
We  didn't  know 
That  we  had  a  place 
for  dogs  to  go. 

So  now  we  know 
and  we  should  go 
and  let  the  dogs 
continue  to 
dirty  the  snow. 

But  spring  comes  soon 
and  we  forget 
beneath  the  moon 
now  the  roof  is  wet 
No  sweat,  just  cool 
I’ll  play  the  fool 
for  you  any  time 
with  or  without  a  rhyme. 

I  love  you. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

HARRY  AND  GREGG 
Together  or  separately,  we  miss  you 
and  thank  you  for  the  warm  wishes  you 
sent  home  to  us  with  traveling  friends. 
Life  is  very  bewildering,  and  we  both 
need  a  vacation.  Maybe  we'll  fly  out 
there  sometime  before  it’s  too  late. 
Love  you  both.  Porcmouse. 

BENEFIT  CONCERT  FOR  GCN 
YOU’VE  BEEN  WAITING 

to  find  out  the  details  of  this  wonderful 
event.  On  Friday,  March  18,  1983, 
Chrisla  Rakich,  organist  extraordinaire, 
will  perform  a  benefit  concert  for  GCN. 
Time:  8pm.  Place:  Old  West  Church, 
131  Cambridge  St,  Boston,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.  Donation:  $3/5.00.  The  program  will 
include  works  by  Bach,  Brahms,  Dupre 
and  Woodman.  Don't  miss  this  tremen¬ 
dous  happening. 

GOT  A  NOSE  FOR  NEWS? 

AN  EYE  FOR  VIEWS? 

You  too  can  become  a  counterculture 
Clark  Kent  and/or  Lois  Lane.  GCN  is 
looking  for  a  few  good  news  reporters 
to  cover  city  and  regional  beats  outside 
of  our  own  little  Boston.  We  can't  pay 
you  a  cent,  but  you'll  get  a  nifty  press 
card  and  all  the  social-climbing  advan¬ 
tages  of  being  able  to  identify  yourself 
as  a  reporter  for  GCN!  All  this  PLUS 
you'll  get  to  talk  to  the  charming  and 
suave  news  editor.  Don’t  wait!  Call  or 
write  today!!  Contact  Sue  at  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  02111  or  dial  (617) 
426-4469. _ 

TOMMY  JOSLIN 

I  met  you  several  years  back  at  the 
Seventh  Inn  after  answering  an  ad.  I  am 
curious  about  the  conversation  we 
didn’t  have.  Are  you  still  around?  What 
have  you  been  doing  the  past  8  years? 
GCN  Box  638, _ (33) 

GAY  DEADHEADS 

GM  Deadhead  sks  same  for  good 
times,  correspondence  or  whatever.  I 
mustn't  be  the  only  fag  into  the 
Grateful  Dead.  GCN  Box  639. _ (33) 

GWM  touch  of  gray,  warm  heart  nds 
Bost  area  yng  man  who  wants 
understanding  affection  &  kindness  & 
can  return  same.  Skin  color  not  import, 
you  are.  Ltr  gets  prompt  phone  call. 
Photo  opt.  No  pen  pals  pis.  GCN  Box 
634, _ (34) 

And  so  we  sit,  perched  on  our  bar 
stools,  our  glasses  full,  our  hearts 
empty.  No  one  speaks  as  we  glance, 
sometimes  glare  in  silence,  w/polaroid 
smiles  afixed  to  our  faces.  Yet,  despite 
this  facade  we’ve  created  for  ourselves, 

I  have  learned  that  "they”  are  just  as 
scared  &  as  vulnerable  as  1. 1  am  a  30  yr 
old  ex  professional  who  has  returned  to 
grad  school  in  psych.  While  I  dress  the 
"classic”  way,  the  buttoned  down  col¬ 
lar  shirts,  blue  blazers  &  loafers,  I  am 
nonetheless,  caring,  open,  attractive, 
intell  loving  &  honest  woman;  one  who 
enjoys  a  good  laugh,  &  one  who  is  not 
afraid  of  tears.  I  am  seeking  an  LF  30  + 
who  is  not  frightened  by  Bass  Weejun 
loafers,  who  is  intell,  articulate,  in 
touch  with  her  feelings  &  sensitive  to 
others  and  one  who  understands  that 
empty  place  that  exists  inside  all  of  us, 
where  tears  are  born  that  CAN  be 
soothed.  I  am  just  as  afraid  of  placing 
this  as  as  you  are  in  answering  it,  &  so 
the  next  time  you  find  yourself  perched 
on  a  bar  stool,  with  all  the  vulner¬ 
abilities  neatly  tucked  away,  think 
about  replying,  for  who  knows  . . .  For 
within  risks  exist  opportunities.  No 
heavy  drgs  or  alch.  GCN  Box  635.  (34) 

KATHEXIS  ANTHROPOS  COVEN 
Gay  men's  coven  w/roots  in  Gardnerian 
WICCA  &  Shamanism.  Serious  in¬ 
quiries  welcome  NYC  &  Seattle  area. 
Box  4538  Sunnyside,  NY  11104  (33) 

JLF,  36,  attractive,  therapst,  wshs  to 
meet  othr  LFs  30+  to  advntr,  explr,  en¬ 
joy.  Int:  sprts,  outdrs  depng  pers,  phys, 
sprtl,  awrness,  thetr,  mkng  music, 
celbrtng,  wmns  issus,  bldng,  healthfl 
living.  PO  Box  25,  W.  Newton  02165.  (35) 
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Do  you  enjoy  affection  &  prefer  a  boy 
friend  over  tricks?  Am  GWM  6',  160 
gdlkng  36,  in  search  of  compatible  GM 
under  25.  Let’s  talk  Greg  267-7422.  (33) 
DID  YOU  READ  PULP  NOVELS? 

LF  history  student  is  researching  les¬ 
bian  image  &  self-image  in  the  50s  & 
60s.  If  you  wd  be  willing  to  talk  abt  feel¬ 
ings/experiences  in  those  yrs  pis  con¬ 
tact  Libby  Smith  305  Prospect  PI, 
Bklyn,  NY  11238  (212)  789-0340.  (33) 

Designer-craftsman  (wood),  42,  5T0", 
160,  Cancer,  nonsmkr,  sks  creative 
monog  yngr  prtnr.  No  drugs,  head  trips, 
or  hvy  relig.  Letter  w/photo  gets  same. 
Box  42,  Barre,  VT  05641. _ (34) 

Small  gay  issues  discussion  group 
needs  2-3  new  members.  Topics  have 
included  coming  out  &  how  we  stand  in 
our  families,  closeted  gays,  promiscui¬ 
ty,  lovers,  gays  in  careers,  and  gay 
politics.  Group  is  structured,  &  aims  for 
in-depth  discussion  of  gay-related 
issues.  Additional  opportunities  for 
socializing  outside  the  meetings,  such 
as  outings  &  special  interest  meetings 
are  present.  Members  should  be 
mature,  growing,  stable,  &  preferably 
not  in  need  of  therapy,  aged  appr  28-42. 
We  have  been  meeting  since  June  of 
82.  Next  meetings  are  Sundays  Mar  13 
&  27,  &  Apr  10  at  4pm.  Write  Box  150, 
104  Charles  St,  Boston,  MA02114.  (34) 
Prof  attrac  GWF  4+  desires  friend  to 
share  a  movie,  a  dinner,  a  bike  ride,  a 
conversation  or  just  some  time 
together.  Stoneham.  GCN  Box  636.  (35) 
National  gay  contact  club  —  men  and 
women.  SASE:  Dean  Enterprises  PO 
Box  26044  San  Jose,  CA  95159.  Low 
rates.  Confidential.  Must  be  18  +  .  (38) 

GWM  25  yr  old  muscular  Italian  brown 
hair,  eyes,  mustache,  w/hairy  chest  sks 
similar  friend  into  weightlifting  jogging 
&  good  times.  GCN  Box  629.  (30) _ 

FEMINIST  &  GAY  ARTISTS 
GCN  is  preparing  an  article  on  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  NEA  cutbacks  on  gay,  feminist, 
and  progressive  artists,  theaters,  and 
writers.  Call  Jeremy  at  (617)  426-4469  if 
you  have  a  story  to  tell  or  other  informa¬ 
tion.  Or  write  Jeremy  c/o  GCN. _ 

GAY  AIRWAVES 

Updated  list  of  gay  radio  and  cable  TV 
shows  in  US,  Canada,  and  abroad.  $1 
and  SASE,  John  Zeh,  GCGC,  Box  19158, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45219. _ (cj 

ATTENTION  KLEINDIENST! ! 
Boston  has  subways,  seagulls  and  beans 
I  miss  you  and  the  kitties  and  here's  what 
it  means 

There’s  nothing  else  in  the  world  like  the 
arch  of  St.  Louie 

and  in  the  length  of  my  life,  there’s  no  one 
like  youie. 

xoxo,  your  meticulous  editor. 

INTERNATIONAL  WOMEN'S  DAY 
Celebrate  International  Women's  Day! 
There  will  be  a  city-wide  march  on 
March  19  meet  at  11:30  am  outside  the 
Cambridge  Women’s  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.,  Cambridge.  For  more  info: 
354-8807,  876-1501. _ 

WILL  YOU  BE  PART  OF  IT? 

The  great  April  Fool's  celebration?  See 
our  display  ad  on  the  classfied  page  for 
details.  Join  the  fun.  Who  knows, 
maybe  you'll  get  famous.  Everyone 
reads  the  classifieds,  you  know. 

TV?? 

Sometimes  it  is  very  important  to  see 
the  news  as  it  is  happening.  Our 
reporters  (and  some  of  the  rest  of  us. 
naturally)  would  be  helped  tremendous¬ 
ly  by  being  able  to  watch  news  and 
other  special  interest  shows  on  televi¬ 
sion.  We  do  not  have  a  set  in  the  office 
and  anyone  out  there  who  could  give  us 
one,  any  size,  black  and  white  or  color 
(we  don't  care  what  it  is  as  long  as  it 
works),  please  contact  Mike  or  Cindy  at 
426-4469.  Thank  you. 

GRADUATES  OF  HOFSTRA 
If  you  attended  Hofstra  any  time  from 
1952  to  1956,  please  write  to  GCN,  Box 
625.  I’ve  wondered  for  a  long  time  if  any 
of  you  were  like  me.  It  was  a  long  time 
ago;  the  Playhouse  was  not  yet  built. 
The  girls'  gym  was  a  Quonset  hut, 
remember???  Please  contact.  Every¬ 
thing  will  be  strictly  confidential.  It 
might  be  fun  to  talk  over  old 
unliberated  times  . .  .  Replies  sought 
from  both  men  and  women. 


Cindy  is  crying  over  cinders  —  what’s 
left  of  her  old  Bromfield  Street  file  cab¬ 
inet.  She  really  needs  a  three-drawer 
LEGAL  size  cabinet.  Won’t  someone 
out  there  send  her  what  she  yearns 
for???  Call  426-4469  and  tell  Mike  or 
Cindyj’atton.  Thank  You. 

HELP  KEEP  ABORTION  LEGAL! 
The  Coalition  for  Reproductive 
Freedom  is  sponsoring  a  pro-choice 
poster  campaign  on  the  city  subway 
system.  A  donation  of  $7  will  keep  one 
pro-choice  poster  on  the  MBTA  for  a 
month.  Contributions  should  be  sent  to 
the  Coalition  for  Reproductive 
Freedom,  P.O.  Box  686,  Jamaica  Plain, 
MA  02130.  _  _  _  (c) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  GCN  Box 
number  In  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St,  5th  FI,  Boston,  MA 
02111,  Attention:  Classifieds  Box 


RESORTS _ 

Get  Away  this  summer  to  Montana! 
Free  brochure,  send  stamp  to:  North 
Crow  Vacation  Ranch  RR1,  Box  62A, 
Ronan,  MT  59864.  (33) 


BOSTON  OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
Only  all  new  place  immac  perfect  loca¬ 
tion  priv  —  share  bath.  Coffee  & 
cocktail  set-ups.  22  Edgerly  Rd  (near 
Fenway  Comm  Health)  Boston  02115 
(617)  267-2262.  _  (36) 

ANDREWS  INN 

Four  Seasons  Hotel.  Rooms,  Disco, 
Bars,  nearer  than  you  think.  On  the 
square,  Bellows  Falls,  VT  05101.  (802) 
463-3966.  We've  made  it  for  you !  (26) 

GABRIEL’S 

For  women  &  their  friends.  Apts  & 
guestrooms.  Open  year-round.  Center 
of  town.  104  Bradford  St,  Provincetown 
02657,(617)487-3232.  _ (37) 


BED  &  BREAKFAST 
colonial  berkshire  hospitality 
500  SOUTH  MAIN 
antiques  &  guest  house 
GREAT  BARRINGTON  MASS  01230 
for  reservations  (413)  528-9673 


VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 
Cozy  rooms  for  lesbians  &  gay  men  in 
our  1820  village  home.  Closing  Mar.  15 

—  May  15.  Thanks  to  our  winter  guests 

—  see  you  in  summer.  Dave  &  Mike.(43) 


INSTRUCTION _ 

PIANO/VOICE  TEACHER  IN  JP 
Gay  teacher  w/a  degree  in  classical 
music  &  a  degree  from  Berklee.  I 
specialize  in  teaching  children  &  begin- 
ning  adults.  522-0539  David. _ (33) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

ASST  BUSINESS  MANAGER 
Growing  medical  journal  in  downtown 
Boston  needs  a  part-time  person  to 
help  with  subscription  records  &  other 
tasks.  Typing  skills  essential.  Send 
resume  to  Pharmacotherapy,  112 
School  St,  Carlisle,  MA  01741.  (34) 

HELP  WANTED:  GCN’s  advertising 
dept,  is  looking  for  sales  representa¬ 
tives.  Flexible  hours.  Commission  on 
all  sales.  Ideal  for  students,  person 
looking  for  supplemental  income.  Con¬ 
tact  Hershey  at  426-4469.  BUT  WAIT! 
THERE'S  MORE  .  .  . 


American  Friends  Service  Committee 
sks  full  time  Program  Coordinator  for 
Boston  Draft,  Registration  &  Enlist¬ 
ment  Information  Program.  Requires 
commitment  to  nonviolent  social 
changes,  organizing  experience  in 
Black  &/or  Hispanic  communities, 
familiarity  w/draft/military  service 
issues,  including  alternatives.  Submit 
resume  by  4/1/83  to  Personnel  Coor¬ 
dinator,  AFSC,  2161  Mass  Ave,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02140.  AFSC  is  an  Affir¬ 
mative  Action/Equal  Opportunity 
Employer.  People  of  color,  women,  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  people,  handicapped,  ex¬ 
prisoners  &  veterans  are  encouraged  to 
apply- _ (34) 

GUESTHOUSE  MANAGER 
Gabriel’s  for  women  1983  season, 
possible  year  round  situation.  Must 
have  knowledge  of  all  aspects  of  hotel 
&  property  management;  public  rela¬ 
tions,  office  work,  housekeeping,  pur¬ 
chasing,  maintenance,  bookkeeping  & 
personnel.  Starting  salary  $500/mo 
w/free  apt.  Live-in  housekeepers  also 
wanted.  Write  or  call  Gabriel's  104 
Bradford  St,  Provincetown,  MA  02657. 
(617)  487-3232. _ (7913) 


HSEKPNG/MAINTNCE  POSITN 
for  women's  guesthouse  in  Pro¬ 
vincetown.  Must  have  experience  in 
both  areas.  Job  includes  free  rm  & 
$75/wk  plus  tips.  Call  Gabriel’s  (617) 
487-3232. _ (35) 

APARTMENTS _ 

DORCH:  APT  FOR  RENT  6  RMS 
Sunny  3  bdrm  newly  renovated,  dish¬ 
washer/disposal,  1  blk  Ashmont 
Redline  T  $525/mo  ht  incl.  Refs  &  last 
mo's  rent  265-0348. _ (34) 

COOP 

49  Symphony  Rd  Co-op  next  to 

Gainsborough  Condos.  1  bdrm,  2  bdrm 
duplex  mnthly  chrg  310  to  486.  Deck, 
garage,  Indry  rm,  garden.  Great  invest¬ 
ment.  More  info  Bruce  266-3433  (33) 

ALL  APARTMENT  ADS,  even  if  you  rent 
space  in  your  own  home,  are  business 
ads  and  must  be  paid  for  at  the 
business  rate  (see  form). _ _ 

50  End,  Wore  Sq  great  2  rm  apt  in  safe 

clean  quiet  bldg.  Fresh  paint,  all  util 
inc.  shr  bth  $235/mo.  Day  Bill  720-6766, 
eves  Bii I  or  Joe  262-8842. _ (33?J 

Sublet  in  Allston.  Lg  Studio.  $275  plus  1 
month  sec  (incl.  heat).  Safe  area,  near 
T.  Great  landlord.  731-0537  late  pm  or 
early  am  or  739-0655.  Keep  trying!! 

Dorchester:  5  rm  apt  $250.  Spacious  & 
clean.  6  rm  apt  $275.  1  mo  sec.  Utils  & 
heat  sep.  282-4371  or  491-41 10.  (34) 

Malden,  4  rm  apt,  nice  nghd,  pvt  way,  1 
br  w/d,  compl  remod,  ww  carpet,  lots  of 
cbnt’s,  closets,  &  windows,  1st  fir,  nr  T, 
conv  to  Bos,  pkng,  $400/mo  unhtd.  No 
pets,  sec  req’d.  Gay  owned/occ  2  fam, 
Felix  321-9328. _ (35) 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

Psychotherapy  office  for  rent  by  hour. 
Attractive,  newly  furnished.  In  secure 
Copley  Square  building.  Call  739-6381. 

(34) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 
Why  pay  rent? 

Single  Bungalow,  35K. 

2  Family  Pond  side,  55K. 

3  Family  Day  Street,  40K. 

Many  others. 

Jamaica  Plain  Real  Estate  524-5464,(30) 
Dorchester  Mattapan  Hyde  Park 
Thinking  of  selling???  Call  and  mention 
Gay  Community  News  for  a  free  ap- 
praisal  of  your  property.  288-6100  (34) 

FOR  SALE _ 

IMMEDIATE  HERPES  RELIEF 
LSO-1  Cream  hospital-doctor  prvn 
$17.95.  Also  available  LYSINE  $5.50. 
MO,  VISA/MC  only  Add  $1.50  shipping. 
Nutrabiotics,  Box  1247V  Capitola  CA 
95010. _ (40) 

JOBS  WANTED 

“HI”  HIRE  MARCUS 
Experienced  clean  cut  23  yr  old  house¬ 
man  for  hire.  I’m  Marcus.  I  do  most 
cleaning  inside  &  out.  It’s  $5/hr,  $25 
minimum  per  visit.  What  can  I  do,  sir? 
GCN  Box  637. _ (33) 

Outgoing  GCN  news  editor  needs  job  in 
Boston  area.  Skilled  in  writing,  editing, 
7  yrs  exp  as  photographic  technician. 
Fluent  in  Spanish,  reading  knowledge 
of  French.  Avail  now.  David,  783-0762. 
_ (c) 

SERVICES _ 

PHOTOGRAPHER  FOR  HIRE 
Marie  Favorito  482-1214.  Slide  shows, 
artist  portfolios,  portraits,  studio, 
special  occasions. _ (c) 


WENDY  KINCAID,  Ph.D 
Short  or  long  term  feminist  therapy  for 
lesbians.  Individuals  or  couples.  Insur¬ 
ance  accepted.  Copley  Sq  location. 
739-6381. _  (33) 

GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Appliances  picked  up  &  delivered, 
pianos,  basements  cleaned,  near-by  or 
far  far  away.  Friendly,  reliable.  Gay 
owned  &  operated.  Dennis  641-1234.(33) 

GESTALT  THERAPY  GROUP  —  GM 
Wkly  on-going  therapy  group,  Monday 
evenings  —  beginning  Mar  14.  $20  per 
session.  Insurance  coverage  may  be 
available.  For  info  call  Alan  Robinson 
965-5070. _ •  (33) 

PSYCHODRAMA 

Group  and  individual  services 
available.  Supportive  therapy  group 
forming  now.  Focus  on  personal  growth 
&  improving  interpersonal  relation¬ 
ships.  Certified  leader.  Call  Neil 
Passariello.  547-1141. _ (33) 

The  Tax  Tamer.  436-2583.  Expert  in¬ 
come  tax  help.  Long  forms  or  short. 
Call  anytime  until  8pm.  The  Tax  Tamer. 
436-2583. _ (34) 

ASTROLOGICAL  COUNSELING 
based  on  natal  planetary  patterns  can 
be  an  effective  tool  for  personal 
growth,  self-actualization,  and 
successful  relationships  with  others. 
3-hr  in-depth  personal  chart 
analysis.$50.  585-5478. _ (34) 

LANDMARK  RESTORATION 
All  phases  residential/commercial  in¬ 
terior  renovation/decoration.  Top  quali¬ 
ty  work  at  moderate  rates.  Free 
estimates  265-0348.  (38) 


GAY  MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Has  openings.  Focus  is  on  self- 
awareness,  intimacy,  &  relationships. 
For  info  call  Francis  Giambrone 
451-1398  /  661-4070. 


COUNSELING  — PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  individuals  or  couples,  long  or  short 
term.  Reasonable  rates,  sliding  scale. 
John  Graves,  266-2069.  Formerly  6 
years  with  HCHS. _ (25) 

LONG  AND  SHORT  TERM 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

For  individuals  &  couples.  Issues  of 
depression,  anxiety,  loneliness,  inter¬ 
personal  skills,  &  sexual  performance 
problems.  Insurance  accepted.  Charles 
Hannagan,  MA.  262-4194  and  leave 
message  if  necessary. _ (26?) 

Custom  Furniture 
Designed  and  Built 
Joan  Friedman 
(617)  783-2298  Weekends 

T _ i _ _ _ (11/i) 

HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home,  Condos,  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 

Call  James  782-7615. _ (15) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 
INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)353-0225  for  appt. 


Classified  deadline,  Tues.  noon.  All  ads  must  be  Display  Classifieds  (boxed  ads):  $12  per  column  inch, 
prepaid.  No  ads  accepted  by  phone.  GCN  is  a  Please  circle  category  ad  is  to  run  under, 
national  paper,  include  area  code  with  phone  accommodations  apartments  for  sale 

numbers.  All  apartment  ads,  even  if  you  rent  space  in  instruction  job  opportunities  jobswanted 

your  own  home,  are  business.  Make  check  or  M.O.  just  friends  lost  »  found  miscellaneous 

payable  to  Gay  Community  News,  167  Tremont  St.,  movers  organizations  penpals 

5th  FI,  Boston,  MA  02111.  personals  prisoners  publications 

Business:  $6.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per  Tenuirct  RIDES 
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Classifieds- 

TYPESETTING 

Want  the  best???  Be  among  the  chosen 
tew  for  whom  GCN  will  have  time  to 
perform  typesetting  wonders:  We  can 
typeset  your  resume,  flier,  brochure, 
newsletter.  You  name  it!  Reasonable 
rates.  Call  426-4469  and  ask  for  Cindy 
or  Nancy  Wechsler  for  further  info. 

CHILDCARE 

Quality  childcare  in  my  home  on  Bea¬ 
con  Hill.  Days  &  some  eves  avail.  Barb, 
523-3772.  You’ll  be  glad  you  called,  and 
so  will  your  very  special  child. 

WHOLISTIC  MASSAGE 
Enjoy  the  rejuvenation  of  healthful 
relaxing  body  work  by  certified 
therapists.  Gift  certificates  avail. 
Sliding  fee.  Wash  DC  (202)  265-4250.(38) 

MOVERS 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958. 

(23) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
/ith  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 

No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
_ MDPU  Number  23733 


ROOMMATES _ 

Longwood  Ave  hospital  area  large  apt 
to  share  semi  furnished.  I  stay  2 
weekends,  only  $225/mo  inc  all. 
277-1399.  March  6-7. _ (33) 

LF  27  sks  mature  resp  LF  25+  to  share 
nice  2Vi  bdrm  apt  in  Lexington  nr  Mass 
Ave.  175  +  util.  862-4029. _ (33) 

CAPE  COD  LESBIAN  HOUSE 
Sks  3rd  rmte  for  summer  (250/mo  incl) 
possibly  yr  round  (160/mo  + )  10  min  to 
ocean,  Hyannis  Bar,  beach  right,  nice 
community  (617)  428-8151  keep  trying. 

(33) 

2  L  sk  1-2  L  rmtes  for  sunny  spacious 
3rd  fl  Victorian  hse.  W&D,  no  cigs  or 
pets.  Brookline  nr  T  $210  inc  heat  avail 
3/1,566-2153. _ (33) 

JP:  LF  sk  LF  25+  for  2  br,  3  fl,  hdwd  fl, 
I  g  sunny  rms,  insulated,  garden,  nr  T, 
Pond,  arbo,  politically  active,  no  smkrs, 
no  pets.  Call  Sue  522-0345.  (33) 

NEED  A  HOME?? 

Large,  sunny  3-bedroom  avail.  April  1st 
in  Allston.  Seeking  3  resp.  dykes.  Rent 
$535.27  +  util.  Great  space  folks,  yard 
on  T.  Call  782-11 19  &  keep  trying.  (c) 
S  End  —  yng  prof  26  sks  GM  to  share 
very  Ig  2  br  apt.  Newly  renov  & 
decorated.  Must  be  resp  &  clean.  Avail 
now  $310  util  inc.  536-4102.  (33) 


3  LFs  sk  respons  4th  to  share  big,  sun¬ 
ny  hse  on  Arl/Camb  line  nr  T  &  Mass 
Ave.  Safe/quiet  area  non-smoker.  $175 
+  sec  dep.  Apr  1 , 64 1  -0853. _ (34) 

3  lesbians  sk  rmt  til  June,  avail  immed. 

Twnhse.  yrd.  woodstove,  safe  nghbd,  nr 
bus,  15  min  dwntwn  no  pets,  cigs 
$1 15/mo  pis  util  889-3045.  (34) 

4  LF  sk  1  LF  to  share  roomy  hse  in  Dor¬ 

chester.  Lrg  communal  space  own  rm. 
washer/dryer,  off  street  parking,  close 
to  T.  No  dogs,  one  cat  negot.  (We  have 
2)  $150  +  .  288-8663  eves  or  426-6500  x 
254  ask  for  Cindy. _  (34) 

HOME— MATE 

Sharing  atmosphere,  clean  considerate 
GM  or  GF  wanted  in  8  rm  apt  w/2M.  Fun 
celestial  and  homey  Beacon  St  Brklne. 
John  &  Rick  232-5308. _ (34) 

JP— SUBLET  OR  PERMANENT 
LF  wanted  for  Ig  sunny  2  br  apt  nr 
monument  &  T.  Share  food,  no  smoke, 
no  pets  $175  unhtd.  April  &  May  sublet 
possible.  Sue  524-7271 ,  522-9292.  (34) 

Mat  work— non  smk  F  for  quiet  4  rm  apt 
on  So  Shore.  Loc  on  pond,  pvt  ent.  Cpi 
also  invited.  331-6981,  Iv  message.  (34) 

2  GM  sk  2  hsmts  for  lrg  So  End 
townhouse  prvt  rm  laundry  good  area. 
$310-320.  Jack  482-3224.  Not"  a  sex  ad. 

_ (33) 

Gay  woman  sks  same  to  share  2  bdrm 
house  in  Belmont  on  T.  Pkg.  frplc.  ap¬ 
prox  300/mo  inc  util.  489-0624  eves.  (33) 
LF  sks  2  F  share  Ig  3rd  fl  6  rm  3  bdrm 
apt  Medford.  W&D  in  kitch.  Nr  Rt  93  & 
60.  Chem  &  pet  free.  Frndly  &  indep.  AvI 
now $55/wk  Dee396-2870 aft  3  pm.  (34) 
ROOMIES  V 

Boston's  new  gay  &  lesbian  roommate 
referral  service.  No  fee  for  listing.  $25 
fee  for  finding.  Evenings.  731-0332.  (34) 

Co-op  hsid  mixed  L  &  straight.  Sks  fem¬ 
inist  woman  for  Apr  1  open.  Lge  bdrm 
w/porch  lge  hse  nr  Gr  line.  JP  nr  Pond. 
180  +  util.  522-7466.  (33) 

Friendly  quiet  L  sks  same  for  roomy 
bright  Inman  Sq  apt  gd  for  writer  or  ar¬ 
tist  lots  of  space  no  cigs  200  +  avail 
Ap  1  Jennifer  625-5934.  (34) 

2  GWM  sk  rmte  for  bright  newly  renov  6 
rm  apt.  Hdwd  firs.  2  porches,  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  nr  BU  bridge.  $250  +  avail  now. 
Days  Jim  247-5485,  Rick  1-366-1122; 
eve/wkend  576-1144.  (33) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

LET  THERE  BE  LIGHT! 

Various  GCN  staff  members  are  being 
subjected  to  flourescent  lights  against 
their  will.  Please  help  alleviate  this 
desperate  situation.  Please  send  us 
your  extra  incandescent  table  or  floor 
lamps,  Thanks.  Call 

Mike,  Cindy  or  Nancy  at  426-4469. 


HELP  US  WITH  OUR  DRAWERS 
We  need  3x5  card  files  Mike  says  he’d 
like  the  kind  with  3  drawers  across  I 
don't  know  how  many  down.  You  have 
to  ask  Mike  about  that.  If  you  have  any 
such  items,  please  call  him  at  426-4469 
This  is  not  a  sex  ad  ...  - 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Summer  sailing  —  gay  men  now  form¬ 
ing  a  referral  organization  to  help  boat 
owners  &  crew  get  together  for  sailing 
this  summer.  Both  boat  owners  &  non- 
boat  owners  are  welcome  to  par¬ 
ticipate.  Chuck  267-3198  for  further 
info, _ j33) 

GAY  OLD  CAR  CLUB 
Interested  in  antique  or  special  interest 
cars?  Did  you  know  there  is  a  car  club 
for  gays?  We're  a  small  but  growing 
group  of  guys  into  old  cars.  Join  the 
club,  meet  other  gays,  swap  meets,  car 
shows,  special  get  togethers.  Want  in¬ 
fo?  Write  DEJ,  139  Middle  St,  Man- 
chester,  NH  03101.  (34) 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you're  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  in  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where 
to  stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and 
which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us 
to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800 
from  noon  til  midnight. 

New  women's  media  gp  committed  to 
lesb.  education  outreach  thru  media 
sks  mems.  Need  assistance  w/market- 
ing,  graphic  design,  fundraising,  media 
work.  Letter  of  interest  &J or  resume  to 
Women’s  Educational  Media,  Inc.,  36 
Colwell  Ave.,  Brighton,  MA  02135. 
367-2086. _ (8) 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  MF  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5  pm, 
536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON,  355 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  (c) 

WOMEN  PRINTERS 
Typesetters,  press  operators,  strippers, 
bindery-workers  are  invited  to  join  us  in 
regular  potluck  meetings.  Compare 
notes  about  your  job  —  hear  informal 
talks  on  occupational  safety,  union 
organizing,  etc.  —  help  work  on  a  news¬ 
letter  and  other  projects.  For  meeting 
times  and  locations  call  547-5038. 

DO  YOU  SECRETLY  LUST 
After  wimmin  in  black  habits?  Do  you 
picture  your  soul  liberally  sprinkled 
with  black  specks  reminding  you  of 
your  venial  sins?  Do  ypu  feel  guilty 

whenever  you're  enjoying  yrsf?  Con¬ 
fess!  Join  ex-Catholic  dykes  group.  Call 
Jil  426-4469. 


NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearinghouse,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
work  —  join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. 


GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions.  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Caisndar 
call  (617)  782-8894  or  wrile  PO  Box  11 
Camb.  MA  02238. 

D.O.B. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Av,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat.  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 

LESBIAN  SOCIAL  ORG 
Lesbian  social  group  forming  in 
Malden,  Medford.  Everett  area.  Both 
couples  &  singles  welcome.  For  info 
GCN  Box  633.  "  (33) 

Merrimack  Valley  Gay  &  Lesbian  rap 
session  grp.  All  ages  welcome,  come 
express  yr  feelings,  thoughts,  etc.  Lets 
fight  for  who  we  are.  Info  John  372-5324 
9am-2:30  pm.  (33) 

LESBIAN  AND  GAY  ENGINEERS 
LGAES  (Lesbian  &  Gay  Engineers  & 
Scientists)  is  starting  a  chapter  in  the 
Boston  area.  LGAES  is  a  social,  educa¬ 
tional  &  political  group  for  engineers  & 
scientists.  If  you  wd  like  to  help  us 
organize  or  become  a  member,  pis 
write:  LGAES/Boston,  PO  Box  1417, 
Boston,  MA  021 17.  (34) 

Free  T-Shirt  with  $35  mail  order'  An¬ 
notated  Lesbian/Feminist  bk  &  record 
catalog  tor  two  20  stamps.  Womankind 
Books.  Dept  GCN.  10  W.  Carvei  SI.. 
Huntington.  NY  11743  MasterCard  & 
Visa! 

Socialist-Feminism  Discussion 
Bulletin;  articles  on:  Trends  in  the 
women's  mvt.  leproductive  rgts.  les 
bian/gay  liberation,  community  org.  wk 
ing  women,  soc-lem  theory  Available 
bom  SOLIDARITY  A  SOCIALIST 
FEMINIST  NETWORK.  725  O'Fatrell 
# 35.  SF.  CA  94109  (415)  775  7213.  ($3.95 
including  postage.)  (c) 


Subscribe  to  BIG  MAMA  RAG,  a  month¬ 
ly  feminist  newsjournal.  $6  per  year, 
$10  outside  the  U.S.  FREE  to  prisoners. 
Contact  BMR,  1724  Gaylord,  Denver, 
CO  80206.  _ _ 

GRAB  ITT 

Read  In  These  Times,  the  independent 
national  socialist  newspaper.  Each 
week  brings  fresh  and  responsible  soc¬ 
ialist  analyses  of  critical  issues  &  uni¬ 
que  features.  Congressperson  John 
Conyers  says  we’re  "invaluable.’’  SF 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt  supports  us.  Why 
don't  you  read  us?  6  mo  sub/10.95.  In 
These  Times,  1509  N.  Milwaukee,  Dept 
A,  Chicago,  IL  60622.  (29)  (30x) _ 

FOCUS 

A  Journal  for  Lesbians.  America’s  old¬ 
est  literary  mag  for  lesbians.  11  yrs  con¬ 
tinuous  publication.  Fiction,  poetry,  re¬ 
views,  essays,  graphics.  Quality  our  on¬ 
ly  criterion.  Submissions  as  well  as 
subscriptions  always  welcome.  Or 
come  see  us,  first  Weds  of  the  month. 
7pm  at  OCBC,  1151  Mass  Av,  Camb,  MA 
02138,  or  DOB  office.  $8/yr  for  6  issues. 
$1.35  +  40<t  postage  for  sample  copy. 
$10/yr  for  libraries.  Plain  envelope.  For 
further  info  (617)  259-0063. _ 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical  news¬ 
weekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and  minor¬ 
ity  struggles,  and  international  pro¬ 
gressive  movements.  Special  offer  4  is¬ 
sues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept.  GCN, 
33  W  17th  St.,  NY  NY  10011.  (ex) 

Monthly  calendar  of  women's  events  in 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont, 
$1  for  sample  issue,  $7.50  per  year. 
Write:  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box  235,  Con- 
toocook,  NH  03229. _ (15) 

PLEXUS 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Women's 
Newspaper  since  1974  brings  you  mon¬ 
thly  feminist  news,  reviews,  features, 
community  forum,  calendar  &  more. 
Subs  are  just  $8/yr;  sample  copy  $1.  545 
Athol  Ave.,  Oakland,  CA  94606.  (1/mo) 

New  Spring  lesbian/feminist  annotated 
booklist  for  $1.00.  Womansplace  Book¬ 
store,  (GCN)  2401  N.  32nd  St.,  Phoenix, 
AZ  85008. _ (41-IOx) 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
"Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries"  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kep  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  don¬ 
ate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)  382-3222. _ (c) 
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TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
(Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  ot  an 
Anarchist). 


This  place  is  extremely  hard  on  us  gay 
women.  I  have  a  lady  here  and  we  went 
to  lockup  twice  for  kissing  (15  days 
each  time).  Listen  you  would  really  be 
helping  me  out  a  lot  if  you  would  put  my 
ad  in  your  paper  so  I  could  get  some 
mail.  I'm  from  New  Jersey  and  since  I 
don  t  know  anyone  down  here  it  gets 
lonely.  LuAnn  PERCOSKIE,  150953.  FCI 
Box  307.  P.O.  Box  147.  Lowell  FL  32663. 


I'm  5’  2”.  130  pounds  of  nothing  but  fun 
But  I'm  choicey.  and  my  choice  is 
women.  I’m  seeking  a  lesbian  friend 
martha  HUBBARD.  Box  A,  C-12,  Alder 

son.  WV  24910  _ 

Please  write.  Annette  PATERNOSTRO 
Box  A.  FCI.  Alderson.  WV  24910 


I'm  interested  in  yoga,  excersize  class, 
aerobic  dancing,  and  English  literature 
(also  Gay  Life  . . . )  I  would  like  to  know 
more  about  your  magazine  on  such  a 
life.  I  feel  like  I'm  falling  in  love.  I'm  very 
nervous  and  excited,  but  would  enjoy 
knowing  more  from  the  outside  Could 
you  help  me?  Happily  confused. 
Donmca  ROGERS.  N27307.  P.O.  Box  C. 
Dwight  IL  60420. 


28  years  old,  105  lbs.  Have  nobody  in 
free  world.  I'm  into  B&D,  water  sports, 
whippings.  Prefer  young  black  males 
but  will  answer  all.  Charlie  RUSSELL, 
#A019742,  Rt  1  #6,  Rippling  Woods, 
Victor,  MT  59875 


GWM  seeking  Blk  male,  30-50  for 
friendship/lover.  I'm  5' 6’’,  170.  Sincere 
only,  photo  please.  John  CRAWFORD, 
#14799,  Box  41,  Michigan  City.  IN  46360 


5'  2",  116  lbs.  I'm  very  pretty.  I'm  better 
known  as  Candy;  most  people  don't 
even  know  my  birth  name.  Will  answer 
all;  please  send  pictures.  I'll  do  the 
same.  Tom  DARNELL,  #40393,  Box 
900-5C,  Jefferson  City.  MO  65102 


Am  28,  had  the  sad  misfortune  to  make 
a  mistake.  Talk  endlessly  but  am  a 
good  listener.  Love  to  read;  addicted  to 
writing.  I  would  like  to  hear  from  all  who 
believe  their  gayness  and  are  free 
enough  to  write  a  sincere  man  in 
prison.  J  m  HARRIS,  #122990,  Box  220, 
Hominy,  OK  74035  


Lonely  prisoner,  25  yrs  old  seeking 
friendship,  possible  relationship, 
needing  help  to  relocate  and  find  job. 
Answer  all  who  reply.  Douglas  PUGH, 
#40621.  Unit  27,  Parchman,  MS  38738 


23  year  old  Cancer,  5’  11 ",  175  lbs.  En¬ 
joy  the  .outdoors,  good  home  cooked 
food,  conversation.  Very  versatile,  in¬ 
telligent  and  understanding.  William 
UMFLEET,  #158-754,  Box  57,  MCI, 
Marion.  OH  43302 


I’m  a  very  lonely  person  in  need  of 
friends  that  would  enjoy  corresponding 
with  someone  doing  time.  All  letters 
will  be  answered.  Hope  to  hear  from 
someone  who  understands  and  cares 
about  someone  who  wishes  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  someone  on  the  outside 
world.  Roger  MCLEARRAN,  #166261, 
P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699. 


GM  36,  5’  8",  150  lbs.  Brown  eyes  with 
brown  hair  and  a  very  full  beard.  Look¬ 
ing  for  that  special  one  person  to  love 
and  receive  love  from.  Is  that  special 
person  you?  Edward  BEGHAN,  #10081, 
Indiana  State  Prison,  Box  41,  Michigan 
City,  IN  46360 


Early  thirties,  5’  1 ",  160  lbs.,  blue  eyes, 
frosted  hair,  looking  to  correspond  with 
anybody  that  is  interested  in  helping  a 
lonely,  confused  male  that  only  recent¬ 
ly  came  out  of  the  closet.  James  COL¬ 
STON,  #237176,  Rt.  4,  Box  1100, 
Rosharon,  TX  77583 


Wish  to  correspond  with  other  gays.  To 
be  released  soon.  A  very  lonely  person! 
who  is  in  need  of  a  real  friend.  Willj 
answer  all  replies  promptly.  David 


Getting  out  early  next  summer,  seek 
correspondence  who  have  something 
in  common  with  me,  such  as  jailhouse 
paralegal  work,  left  of  center  politics, 
holistic  health,  rock  and  roll,  study  of 
comparative  religions.  Hank  PURCELL, 
#80C662,  Box  618-  135  State  Street, 
Auburn,  NY  13021 


Editor  seeks  letters  from 
prisoners  about  their  true  sex 
experience  in  prison  and 
before  prison  for  anonymous 
publication  in  his  books. 
Prisoners  will  receive  a  copy 
of  any  book  containing  their 
letters.  Only  true  accounts, 
not  fantasy;  just  the  plain 
facts,  the  real  thing,  written  as 
you’d  tell  a  friend,  with  four- 
letter  words.  Please  send  to 
Boyd  McDonald,  Box  977, 
Radio  City  Station,  New  York 
City  10101. 


Hope  to  hear  from  any  boylovers  or 
those  sympathetic  to  boylovers  like 
myself.  In  Love  and  Liberation,  Duane 
BORDEN,  C-25854-7325,  Box  A-East, 
San  Luis  Obispo,  CA  93409 _ 


Incarcerated  musician/song writer/poet- 
/scriptwriter/artist/card  designer  seek¬ 
ing  financial/supply  support  for  com¬ 
pleted/uncompleted  projects.  Please 
contact:  Jessie  WISE,  #21669,  Box  900, 
Jefferson  City,  MO  65102 


22  yr.  old  GM  wishing  to  correspond 
with  other  gays.  Please  write  to 
Stephen  KALAKOWSKI,  #79-B-324,  Box 
367,  Dannemore,  NY  12929 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


5’  II",  180  lbs,  age  27,  full  beard.  My! 
main  hobby  is  body  building,  also  like, 
backpacking,  camping,  leather  work.  I 
Michael  HOWARD,  #16801,  Box  7,  | 
Deerlodge,  MT  59722 


[Getting  Out,  I  need  a  home  and  want  to 
[relocate  out  East.  If  you're  mature, 
[gentlemanly  and  ready  to  grow,  write 
[and  send  your  pic.  if  possible.  Shaun 
[CASSIDY,  #A-159973,  3201  Bemis 
[Road,  Ypislanti,  MIC  48197 


I  am  a  convict  serving  time  here  in  || 
Ohio.  I  don’t  receive  letters  from  the 
streets.  Could  you  run  my  name  in  your 
paper  for  correspondence.  Louis 
MESSINA,  #149-629,  Box  45699, 
iLucasville,  OH  45699 


I  am  33  years  old,  Aquarius.  I  like  some 
sports,  rock  music,  partyin’,  nature, 
honest  people  and  friendship.  Omar 
HASAN,  #48853,  WV  Penitentiary,  818 
Jefferson  Ave.,  Moundsville,  WV,  26041 


Marvin  BROCKETT,  #04206-164 
1000,  Marion,  IL  62959 


Box 


/< 


X 


I'll  be  released  in  I  Vi  yrs,  6'  3".  180  lb.  I 
am  maioring  in  Costume  Designing  andj 
Theater  History.  I'm  lonely  and  like  to 
write.  Terry  HEITMAN.  929  North  Rob- 
berson.  Springfield,  MO  65804 


Just  for  our  info  here  at  the  Prisoner 
'Project,  people  inside  or  out,  who  feel 
they’ve  been  treated  badly  should  send 
their  lamentations,  complaints  and 
other  stories  to  GCN  Prisoner  Project, 
167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  MA  02111. 
Don’t  expect  replies  or  solutions.  We’re 
just  looking  for  patterns  that  will  help  < 
keep  the  penpal  space  active  and  a 
good  place  to  meet  some  amazing 
people  (people  with  convictions!!).. 
Thanks. 


JLSLOJUULiUlJUlJLl!  JULSUUUUUU 

a 


Dan  and  myself  have  no  family,  so  we 
don't  get  any  mail,  and  we  are  blue.  I 
am  20  years  old,  5' 8"  and  140  lbs.  Dave 
NELSON,  #A017175,  Box  7,  Deer  Lodge, 
MT  59722.  Dan  is  20  years  old,  6  foot 
tall  and  160  lbs.  Dan  HANIC,  #A016180,; 
Box  7,  Deer  Lodge,  MT  59722 
[24  years  of  age,  160  lbs.  A  Scorpio,  and 
j  I'm  looking  for  that  right  somebody  to 
share  life  with.  I  feel  I  have  a  lot  to  offer 
if  I  just  could  find  a  real  friend.  Sndre 
I WHITTARD,  #A-067381 ,  Box  1500, 
[Cross  City,  FL  32628 


NOTE  TO  PEOPLE  WHO  WRITE  PRIS¬ 
ONERS:  If  you  get  no  response  (rare) 
from  writing  one  of  the  prisoners,  it 
may  be  because  he/she  has  been  mov¬ 
ed  to  another  prison  (and  they  don't 
usually  forward  mail!).  One  of  prisons' 
main  ways  to  destroy  attempts  by 


prisoners  to  defend  themselves  with 
lawsuits  and  to  form  "unions”  and 


1 1  don't  receive  any  visits  or  mail.  Please 
/write  and  send  photos.  I'm  an  artist  and 
!  love  to  draw  portraits  in  my  spare  time. 
Erick  DAFEHON,  #154272,  Box  45699, 

I  Lucasville,  OH  45699 


social  support  networks  generally  is  to 
keep  moving  the  "troublemakers"  (the 
type  that  read  GCN,  for  example)  from 
one  prison  to  another.  It  is  also  a  form 
of  punishment  for  activism  to  move 
them  away  from  where  their  families 
and  friends  live  


Calendar 

weekly  events 


Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  for 
youth  22  and  under  from  3:30-5pm  at  Evangel¬ 
ist  Church,  35  Bowdoln  St  (Beacon  Hill).  Info: 
497-8282.  Please  send  all  BAGLY  mail  to: 
GCN,  Box  IOGY. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  of  Boston  meets  at  Paradise,  180 
Mass.  Ave.  Second  Sunday  of  each  month 
Info:  Tom  536-3392  or  Dick  247-3043. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Overeaters  Anonymous, 
lesbian  meeting  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass  Ave  Sun  eves  7  30  pm, 
DOB  office. 

Framingham, MA  —  Tricounty  Assoc.  (Fram¬ 
ingham,  Milford,  Franklin  area).  Social  and 
support  group  for  gay  and  lesbian  community, 
leets  Suns.  lnfo:376-4323  or  473-3529. 

Boaton,  MA  —  “Musically  speaking,” 
women’s  music,  ideas,  announcements. 
WMBR,  88.1  FM.  1-3pm. 

Boaton, MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 

New  England.  Second  Sundays  2pm  Info: 

(617)  482  6874  or  247-5485 

Boaton,  MA  —  Merrymount  Music  Society. 

Informal  meetings  and  concerts  for  gay  and 

lesbian  musicians  and  music  lovers.  Info: 

266-9423. 

Boston,MA—  ‘‘Sharing  Voices,”  a  monthly 
potluck  supper  and  open  reading  for  all 
women  who  write.  First  suns.  Cauldron  Exper¬ 
imental  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  (near  Dover 
T  Stop).  5pm  lnfo:542-8575. 

Boaton, MA  —  Boston’s  Other  Voice.  (WROR, 
FM  98.5)  11:30pm. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  social  group  alter¬ 
native  to  the  bars  on  Cape  Cod.  meets  second 
Sundays  Info  Box  1614.  Orleans  MA  02653 
Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7.30pm.  Info:  263-4882.  All  are 
invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Area  gay  Youth, 
support  group  for  youth  16-22.  rap  session, 
and  social  time  Carpoois  &  counseling 
available  Info  Scott  or  Joe  224  6931 
Keene,  NH  —  Potlucks  and  other  fun  get 
togethers  for  lesbians  First  Suns  (2pm)  and 
third  Tues  or  Wed  (6pm).  Info  Keene  Klon 
dykes.  Box  261.  Gilsum  NH  03448 
Central  VT  —  Central  Vermont  Gay  Men 
(CVGM)  meets  first  Sun.  of  the  month  for 
socializing,  business  and  a  meal  Info:  Box  42. 
Barre.  05641 

Orono,  ME  —  Wilde-Stein  Club  Social/sup¬ 
port  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men,  Informal, 
friendly  and  open  meetings  Peabody  Lounge. 
3rd  fl.  Memorial  Uninn.  IJMQ.  7pm 
Northern  VT/NH —  League  01  Gays  (LOGS) 
meets  third  Suns.  Info:(802)  626-3618  or  write: 
Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury  VT  05819. 


New  London,  CT  —  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community  at  Connecticut  College  meets  1st 
and  3rd  Sundays  of  the  month.  Info:  442-7458. 


monday 


Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men  7pm. 
Info  P  O  Box  1394.  Portsmouth  03801 


Nashua, NH  —  Nashua  Area  Gays  meet  8pm 
Info:  Tony  424-3252,  or  write:  Nashua  Area 
Gays,  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 


Waltham.  MA  —  TISKELION,  the  Brandeis 
GaylLesbian  Coalition.  General  Discussion 
Group  at  9pm,  Usdan  Student  Center 
Conference  Rm.  C.  Info:  Tim  647-4543  or  Box 
2792,  Brandeis  U..  Waltham.  MA  02254. 


tuesday 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  chapter.  Parents 
and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  meets  1st 
Tue  of  the  month  in  conference  room  1A 
Sherrill  Hall  Library,  Episcopal  Divinity 
School  99  Brattle,  Info:  436-5393  or  P.O.  Box 
1 25-SI 01 .  Arlington,  MA  02174. 

Cambridge, MA  —  Lesbian  SM  support  group. 
Every  Tues.  7:30pm.  lnfo:776-7957.  Open  to 
lesbians  supportive  of  or  into  SM. 

Boston,  MA  —  Urania:  lesbian  and  bisexual 
women's  SM  support  group.  Safe,  non-com¬ 
petitive  space  for  women  of  all  levels  of 
experience  to  share  political  and  personal 
aspects  of  our  sexuality  131  Cambridge  St. 
7:30pm.  Info:  Hathor  623-7258. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Dis- 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave  (Harv  Sq.i 
3pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633 

Pitstield,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay 
Coalition  meets  2nd  and  4th  Tues  Info  (413) 
442-7772 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr .  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave  7pm  (First  Tues  )  Info  249-7691. 

Manchester,  NH  —  Manchester  Men’s  Group, 
weekly  support  group  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men,  meet  Tuesdays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and 
discussion.  Info:  Jack  669-0096 

New  London, CT  —  New  London  Gay  Men  s 
Forum  support  group  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men.  Info:447-0155  (Noon  to  7pm). 

Portland,  ME  —  Gay/Lesbian  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  meeting  at  First  Parish,  Unitar¬ 
ian.  425  Congress  St.  8  pm.  Open  to  all. 
Brattleboro.VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men's  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Flestaurant.  25  Elliot  St  7:30pm 

Wednesday 

Boston, MA —  Fathers  in  Transition,  a  group 
of  gay/bi  fathers  meeting  Weds,  for  friendship 
and  support.  lnfo:Exodus  Ctr.  266-0612,  or 
write:  Fathers  in  Transition,  clo  GCN  Box  6, 
167  Tremont  St..  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Bostgn.MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  New  persons' 
meeting  6:30pm;  general  meeting  and  group 
discussion  7-9pm.  For  youth  22  and  under. 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoln  St.  (Beacon 
.Hill)  lnfo:497-8282. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus 
meets  every  Wed  from  7-10pm  at  the  YWCA, 
140  Clarendon  St.  (So.  End).  Info:  625-3247. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop)  267-7573. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lunchtime  for  lesbians.  Iso¬ 
lated  during  the  workday  downtown?  Inter¬ 
ested  In  a  lunchtime  hangout/discussion 
group?  Come  to  80  Boylston  St.  Rm  855  (cor¬ 
ner  Boylston  and  Tremont).  Noon.  Info: 
542-5188. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm  New 
members  welcome  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs  Info  542-5679. 


Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance  meets  Weds.  Info:  584-4997. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  001(111, g  out" 
group,  new  weekly  open  rap  group,,  is  now 
meeting  at  Cambridge  Women's  Center  46 
Pleasant  St  (Central  Sq.)  B-IOpm  Info 
354-8807 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  35  + 
women's  discussion  and  social  group  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave. 
8pm  Second  Wed  and  last  Frl.  of  each 
month. 

Hyannls,MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
first  Wed  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New 
members  welcome  Orientation,  social 
meetings  Warren  Women's  Center,  298  Main 
St.  Info:  771-6739 

Nashua,  NH  —  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  NH 
Lambda  sponsors  speakers  and/or  raps  on 
the  2nd  Wed.  and  4th  Thurs.  7:30pm.  Business 
meets  on  1st  Sat.  Info:  (603)  889-1416 

Hartford,  CT  —  Lesbian  AA  meeting.  Hill  Ctr , 
350  Farmington  Ave  8pm  Info  (203)  232-9737 
or  742-8203 


Hampden  County, MA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians  8pm.  Info. Debbie 
532  5878  or  Julie  532  4959 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Narcotics  anonymous  Gay 
Meeting.  7  Temple  St.  (Central  Sq.) 
8:30— 10pm.  A  twelve  step  recovery  program 
for  those  whose  “drug  of  choice"  was  other 
than  alcohol. 

Cambridge, MA  —  Boston  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women  (NOW)  Lesbian  Rights  Task 
Force  meets  4th  Wed.  of  month  at  99  Bishop 
Allen  Dr.  (Central  Sq.)  Plan  lobbying,  public 
educ.  and  consciousness  raising.  Info: 
661-6015 

thursday 

Cambridge, MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation,  an  open 
discussion  group.  8-10pm.  Women's  Center 
46  Pleasant  St.  Info:354-8807. 


coming  events 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
organizing  has  begun  for  1983.  The  Commit¬ 
tee  meets  the  second  Monday  and  Fourth 
Thursday  of  every  month.  Meetings  at  the 
Boston  Evening  Clinic,  314  Comm  Ave  (corner 
of  Hereford).  7pm.  All  are  welcome. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Being  out  of  work  got  you 
down?  Come  to  a  regular  lesbian  rap/support 
group  sponsored  by  DOB  at  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harvard  Sq.) . 
Fourth  Mondays  at  8pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Planning  meetings  for  the 
celebration  of  International  Women's  Day: 
every  Wednesday,  7:30pm,  U/Mass  Boston, 
100  Arlington  St.  Rm.  622.  (City-wide 
demonstration,  MARCH  19,  starting  at 
11:30am,  Cambridge  Women's  Center.)  For 
more  info:  call  646-7707.  354-8807.  or 

876-1501. 


mar  9  wed 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLEY)  for  ages  22  and 


under,  will  hold  a  discussion  on  'Redefining 
the  family  for  gays  and  lesbians."  7-9pm  at  St. 
John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St. 
(Beacon  Hill)  Info:  497-8282. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Women's  Center  informal 
discussion  groups:  tonight  discussing  "sex¬ 
ual  harrassment" 

11  fri 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT! 
Come  help  send  out  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments  and  good  times. 
And  now  finally  an  intercom  at  our  downstairs 
door  so  you  don't  have  to  call  before  you  get 
here.  Come  anytime  after  6pm  to  our  space  at 
167  Tremont  St.  (Near  Boylston  T  stop). 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Am  Tikva  Sabbath  Service 
and  discussion.  Guest  speaker:  Rabbi 
Shevitz,  MIT  Hillel.  312  Memorial  Dr.  8pm. 

12  sat 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Cambridge  Women's 
Center  is  sponsoring  an  International 
Women's  Day  Dance  from  8pm-1am  at  the 
Boston  YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  (Copley  Sq.) 
All  women  are  invited.  Childcare  provided. 
Refreshments.  $3  donation. 

Waltham,  MA  —  The  Brandeis  Lesbian/Gay 
Coalition  announces  a  party/d&nce  from  9pm- 
2am  at  Sachar  International,  Brandeis  U.  $5 
Gen.  adm  $4  with  student  ID.  Info:  647-2188. 
Boston,  MA  —  DOB  Benefit  Potluck.  $3  dona¬ 
tion.  Bring  food  to  share.  7:30pm.  All  women 
are  welcome.  Info  and  directions:  661-3633. 


Dorchester,  MA  — •  Dorchester  Women's  Com¬ 
mittee  celebrates  International  Women's  Day: 
Events  include  workshops  on  inter-racial  rela¬ 
tionships,  Hispanic  women’s  issues,  and 
others.  Literature,  art  and  info  fair  with  music, 
dancing,  poetry,  etc.  Grover  Cleveland 
School,  11  Charles  St.  (near  Fields  Corner  T 
stop)  9:30am-4pm.  Info:  825-1368. 

13  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  New  Words  Bookstore 
presents  “Crackshot,"  Mona  Void  reading 
from  her  novel  of  women  and  sports.  186 
Hampshire.  2pm.  Donation  $2.  Info:  876-5310. 

14  mon 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
organizing  has  begun  for  1983.  The  Commit¬ 
tee  meets  tonight  at  7  sharp  at  the  Boston 
Evening  Clinic,  314  Comm  Ave.  (corner  of 
Hereford).  Share  your  Ideas.  Let's  make  1983 
Pride  unforgettable! 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  will  be  holding  its  March 
open  meeting  at  UMass  Park  Square  on  the 
corner  of  Arlington  and  Stuart  Sts.,  Rm  222. 
The  agenda  includes  a  discussion  of  key  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  issues  to  discuss  with  can¬ 
didates  for  mayor,  city  council  and  school 
committee  in  the  1983  municipal  elections, 
reports  from  the  media,  fundraising,  and 
membership  subcommittees,  and  a  discus¬ 
sion  of  strategies  for  organizing  particular  ci¬ 
ty  districts.  Refreshments.  7:30pm. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Mothers,  a  new 
support  group  for  women  dealing  with  the, 
issues  of  being  a  lesbian  mother.  Women's' 
Center, v  6  Pleasant  St.  8-10  pm.  Info:  354-8807 
(Diane  cr  Sandv). 

Somerville,  MA  —  TV/TS  Peer  Support  Group. 
Gender  Clinic.  Info:  Martha  666-8280. 
Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  now  forming.  First  and 
Third  Thursdays.  Info:  (413)  586-5979. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children 
Support  group  8-10pm  Cambridge  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

friday 

BOSTON, MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
(THAT’S  US!)  ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SEND¬ 
ING  OUT  THE  PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVES. 
COME  BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  TO  OUR  NEW 
SPACE  AT  167  TREMONT  (ON  THE  COM¬ 
MON,  NEAR  BOYLSTON  T  STOP)  ANYTIME 
AFTER  6  AND  LEND  A  HAND.  REFRESH¬ 
MENTS  ANO  GOOD  TIMES!  EVERY  BODY 
WELL  COME!  INFO:  426-4469,  THANKS! 

Hartford,  CT  —  Your  Turl.  a  weekly  drop-  n 
center  lor  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center.  350  Farmington  Ave 
(upstairs)  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sex¬ 
ual  Minorities 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Weekly  meetings  of 
Lesbians  United  Info:  Women  s  Services  cen¬ 
ter..  499  2425 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  s  Men's  Group 
meets  Fridays  at  7.30pm  for  coffee  and  dis¬ 
cussion  67  Thorndike  St  Info  Joe  224-6931 

Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat.  from  1-5pm  for 
youth  14-21  years  of  age.  Into.  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gay  Helo  1  me  751-3322  (eves). 

Cambridge.  MA  —  Amazon  Lesbian  Al-Anon. 
Mt  Auburn  Hosp.  Living  Rm,  Clark  Bldg. 
8-9:30pm.  Newcomers  meeting  from  7-8pm  on 

the  first  Friday. 

Saturday 

Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat.  from  1-5pm  for 
youth  14-21  years  of  age.  Info.  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gay  HelD  Line  751-3322  (eves). 


Boston.MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  and  outdoors  events. 
General  info:  John  275-1336;  Linda  734-4066; 
John  864-0823.  Vollyball:  Jay  262-4896: 
Basketball:  Kieran  232-7229. 


ORGAN  TRANSPLANT 

18  fri 

Boston,  MA  —  Organ  Concert  to  bene'it  Gay 
Community  News  by  Christa  Rakich,  in¬ 
cluding  works  by  Bach,  Brahms,  Dupre  and 
Woodman.  Old  West  Church,  131  Cambridge 
St.  (near  Gov't  Ctr.)  Donation  $3/5. 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  items  is  Monday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue.:.:.. 


